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IMPARTIAL NOT NEUTBAL. 


RATEPAYERS AND 
COUNCIL 








Sixce the famous Yangking- 





pang controversy of 1909 we re- 
member no ratepayers’ meeting 
which has been so much talked 
about as that of last Thursday. 
The agitation over the press by- 
law in the summer of 1919 made 
more apparent fuss: but except 
among a small faction working 


for political ends, the foreign 
community were not greatly 
interested in that. This week 


they have been genuinely. stirred. 
It is rare indeed for ratepayers 
when they actually get to the 
meeting, whatever may have been 
said outside, to refuse the Council 
money for anything for which it 
presses. Still rarer is it for them 
to throw out the reports of special 
commissions, as they showed that 
they meant to do by rejecting the 
requisite amendment to the 
budget. Most rare of all that they 
evince so obstinate a temper as: 
was plainly perceptible on Thurs- 
day, not so much by speeches 
made as by the curious telepathic 
way in which the feeling of a 
crowd is communicated. And for 
this reason we revert to the mat- 
ter because it seems to us a 
genuine ‘‘sign of the times’’ on 
the interpretation of which the 
future smooth working of govern- 
ment.in Shanghai will depend. 
We spoke “yesterday of the 
rejection of the Salaries Commis- 
sion’s report as an expression of 
the ‘‘consumers’ strike.” 


about that report since the meet- 
ing than before it, and there 
appears no suggestion that, if the 
Vote were to be cast again, the 
result would be in any way dif- 
ferent. Sympathy felt for the 
lower grades is submerged in a 
general feeling that municipal 


Far) 
more opinions have been heard! 





service is pretty well worth hav- 
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ing and that, comparing rank by 
rank, work of a similar class out- 
side ‘Council employ is less well 
remunerated and infinitely less 
secure. One finds also a belief: 
widely held that, if the various 
municipal departments are not 
indeed over-staffed, foreigners are 
retained to do a clas$ of work 
which in other offices is freely 
entrusted to Chinese. We do not 
offer an opinion one way or the 
other on these beliefs; we simply 
record the fact that they are there. 
And in wWew of them, together 
with the prevailing depression in 
business which makes jobs much 
more easy to lose than to get, a 
proposed increase of two per cent. 
on the rates, plus an addition to 
the land tax, which the landlords; 
would at the first opportunity take 
out of the tenants, raising their 
rents and therewith the sum total 
of their rates, could not but be 
received with disfavour, especial- 
ly when the Council is raising 
over five and half million taels in 
revenue and borrowing séven 
millions above that. 

Criticisms of this kind may be 
discounted as ‘‘club bar talk,’ 
the exaggeration of which anyone 
can easily prove for himself. But 
the point to bear in mind is that 
public opinion is much more 
largely made up of public gossip 
than of official statisties. Another 
factor has also to be remembered. 
It lies at the root of all the com- 
plaint of H. C. L. During the 
war money was easily made in 
Shanghai @pd high exchange 
helped in concealing from us the 
prices rapidly rising in other parts 
of the world. Now business has 
come to a standstill and exchange; 
has come down with a crash. 
Everything costs more and there 
is less silver to pay for it, except 
in bank treasuries the repletion 
of which there is no trade to] 
relieve. The suddenness of the; 
blow has naturally made it the 
less endurable. Were we allj 
philosophers, we should remind, 
ourselves that we had had good 
times in the past and ought to 
accept a bad spell with resigna- 
tion. But when the world has 








that, it will probably come to an 
end. 

Deeper down than all these 
occasional manifestations of public 
feeling is the fact that, with the 
growth of Shanghai, the Council 
has been getting more and more 
out of touch with the community, 
Are there ten per cent. of the 
foreigners here who could give 
the names of even four out of the 
nine councillors?: We doubt it. 
And the percentage who know 
them by sight is probably to be 
reckoned only in decimals. More- 
over, their doings are, for the 
average man, ‘‘wropt in mystery.”’ 
The Municipal Gazette is not the 
most informative, medium that 
could be imagined. Council and 
sub-committees meet and disperse, 
the times of meeting and depar- 
ture being accurately noted, but 
nothing more; and the interest 
of correspondence is blunted by’ 
the long time that often elapses 
before its appearance. The ;in- 
evitable result is that unfair 
judgements are passed. The plain 


| truth of the matter is forgotten, 


namely, that a councillor does 
much real hard work for the com- 
munity for less than nothing, 
inasmuch as_ his housekeeping 
bills go up directly he is elected. 
The impression gets about that 
somehow or other it is good busi- 
ness to’ be on the Council, it 
governs despotically, and that no 
opportunity should be lost of 
“downing” it. 

This kind of temper, which 
without exaggeration is growing 
in Shanghai, has to be overcome 
or it will be impossible to get the 
best men to serve on the Council. 
And while we should be the last 
to suggest adding to the undeni- 
able burden which councillors, all 
cavil not withstanding, patriotical- 
ly bear; we venture to think that 
they can do something to meet 
it, without unnecessary incon- 
venience. At one. time there was 
some pressure for. the Council to 
sit in public and have its dis- 
cussions reported in the news- 
papers. That does not strike us 
as practicable because, unlike 
municipal bodies at Home, muck 





grown philosophic enough for 


of its business is of a political 
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nature. But it is conceivable 
that the Municipal Gazette might 
advantageously contain more of 
the weekly news than it does. 
Furthermore, we think that the 
ground might be -better prepared 
for the annua] meeting; and as 
the departmental reports cannot 
be ready any earlier than they 
are, the meeting might be held 
later. Especially do we think 
that the chairman’s speeches on 
the report, accounts and budget 
might be published in advance. 
They contain much that is new 
and of extreme interest, but it 
is impossible to take them in at 
the meeting, even if they can be 
heard. It is possible that if Mr. 
Brooke-Smith’s speech on the 
salaries question had been avail- 
able beforehand, the voting would 
have been different and this 
article would never have been 
written. The same criticism ap- 
plies to other questions, and, 
whatever other differences there 
may be, all will agree that, the 
less paper and ink spent on them 
by journalists, the better for peace 
and good-will all round. 





PRESIDENT SUN OF 


CANTON 


Apr. 18. 


Iy the turmoil and hwry of 
our local affairs which, if of paro- 
chial importance only, yet concern 
us most intimately, just as a mote 
in our own eyes inconveniences 
us more than a beam in our neigh- 
bour's, we may be permitted to 
turn for a moment to consider the 
startling fact that we are now liv- 
ing, not in one Chinese Republic, 
but in two. The inauguration of 
Dr. Sun Yat-sen at Canton as 
President of the Southern Repub- 
lic is an event of sufficient impor- 
tance to have attracted world- 
wide attention had the world been 
less distracted than at the moment 
itis. But if we, who are sojourn- 
ers in this land, may be excused 
for paying little heed to the drama 
being enacted in the South, what 
can be the reason for the little in- 
terest shown by the Chinese in an 
affair which so deeply concerns 
them, or should so deeply concern 
them, as a nation? An incident 
in our own national history may 
perhaps explain their apathy. 
When Robert Bruce was crowned 
King of Scotland in 1306 his 
Queen said, in reply to the con- 
gratulations offered to her, ‘“‘Alas! 
we are only like children playing 
at being King and Queen of the 





May.’* The Chinese seem to 
feel that Dr. Sun is only playing 
at being a President. They have 
a profound, if unexpressed con- 
viction, that the nation is one and 
indivisible and that the severed 
provinces will surely be pulled to- 
gether again by their inherent 
force of mutual attraction. They, 
therefore, are little perturbed by 
the establishment of a Southern 
Republic. But one cannot help 
thinking what a turmoil would 
have resulted had one of the Vice- 
roys set up a separate kingdom in 
the days of the Empire. 
Grandiose schemes of conquest 
are attributed to the new Presi- 
dent by a portion of the Chinese 
Press. It may be that there is 
some foundation for the rumour 
that Dr. Sun aims at building up 
a Southern Confederacy which 
shall wrest the Government from 
Peking and transfer the whole 
power of the nation into the 
hands of those who, in his opin- 
ion, are better able to wield it. 
But that way madness lies and 
though the pathway be well trod- 
den it leads to red ruin and the 
breaking up of laws. Yuan Shih- 
kai dreamed of a throne and, al- 
though at one time it seemed as 1f 
he would realize his ambition, a 
grave and not a crown was the 
guerdon of his toil. The vision 
of universal dominion has ever 
been the will o’ the wisp which 
has lured great men into the 
swamp of destruction. Dr. Sun 
is an idealist but we do not believe 
that he deludes himself with the 
wild fancies attributed to him. 
Not many years have passed since 
he was an exile from his native 
land with a price set on his life. 
To-day he nominally rules a pro- 
vince scarcely smaller, or less 
populous, than the kingdom of 
Italy. Great reforms await ac- 
complishment and the people of 
Kuangtung are eager to advance 
along the pathway of progress in 
a degree that the inhabitants of 
no other part of China are. There 
lie ready to the hand of the new 
President congenial tasks suffi- 
cient to task the energies of a Her- 
cules. Napoleon conferred last- 
ing benefits on Europe by the 
laws which he promulgated in his 
code: his victories brought glory 
and ruin to France. Reform of 
the law ; education of the people ; 
encouragement of industry; de- 
velopment of trade. The man 
who will make these ambitions ac- 
complished facts will have done 
more to deserve the gratitude of 
his countrymen than he who wins 
great victories, barren of results 





and memorable only for their 
carnage. 

Visitors recently returned from 
Canton tell of the astonishing 
transformation of the city under 
the new civic administration. 
Wide streets have been cut 
through the labyrinth of lanes and 
tortuous alleys that were once the 
only thoroughfares in the most 
densely populated of all .China’s 
cities. The Shanghai Municipal 
Council Public Works Depart- 
ment would turn green with envy 
if it knew with what ease streets 
are widened in Canton and our 
local Street Unions would be 
shocked beyond the power of ut- 
terance if they knew how little 
compensation is paid to those 
whose property obstructs the pub- 
lic right of way or whose business 
is stopped while their shops are 
pulled down and reconstructed on 
the widened street. A Chinese 
municipal council treats the so- 
vereign rights of the people with 
vastly less respect than we are ac- 
customed to do in the model 
settlement. All this shows the 
immense powers that may be 
wielded by an autocratic ruler of 
a democratic province in China. 
Will President Sun utilize his 
great opportunity to make Kuang- 
tung a real model province? If he 
does so, he will do more for the 
unification of China than could be 
accomplished by the most success- 
ful campaign in the field. 





THE MINERS’ DEFEAT 


Apr. 19. 

Hoemanty speaking, there is 
now but one end visible to the 
miners’ strike and we should not 
be surprised if that end were 
reached even before the meeting 
advertised for the 22nd instant, 
at which the Federation is to 
decide its future policy, Desert- 
ed by their partners in the Triple 
Alliance, with strike funds run- 
ning low and distress spreading 
into their homes, the miners will 
have to capitulate. The only 
alternative is anarchy on the 
coalfields, and in that we refuse 
to believe, for all that the miners 
have been given a bad name. It 
will be a very hard heart that 
does not feel sympathy for them. 
Though they have dealt a beavy 
blow to British industry by 
which thousands of their fellows 
must suffer, we do not yet know 
with what privations they them- 





selves were faced. It is easy to 
call them stupid, grasping and 
selfish, but it is only. fair to in- 
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quire what chance of being other- 
wise the circumstances of their 
own lives and of their ancestors 
for generations back have given 
them. We do not yet know 
what effective wages they were 
‘offered, or what reductions would 
have had to be allowed for in 
districts, where conditions may 
prevent working for more than 
four or five days a week. But 
we have heard some startling 
figures : Mr. Thomas’s declaration 
that the miners were to be re- 
duced to the equivalent of 18/- 
a week pre-war; Reuter’s state- 
ment of a fifty per cent. cut in 
some districts. And these have 
not been contradicted. Moreover, 
when the owners gave a fort- 
night’s notice all round to date 
from March 31, when the mines 
were to revert to private owner- 
ship, was this not in reality a 
lock-out? And what were the 
terms on which the men were 
to be re-employed? 

It may be of interest to re- 
call the main incidents in .the 
struggle. The notice to the men 
just mentioned was announced 
on February 28. We heard 
nothing of subsequent negotia- 
tiong until the telegram of March 
24 that the miners refused to 
allow wages to be settled on a 
district basis. On March 30 we 
learnt that they demanded a na- 


” tional subsidy, ultimately, it ap 


peared from later messages, to 
give way to a national wage board 
and the pooling of the product 
of all mines so that a miner's 
wages should be identical in 
England, Wales and Scotland. 
On March 31 the Government 
declared a state of emergency 
and called for volunteers to save 
the mines, the Miners’ Federa- 
tion having called out the en- 
gineers and pumpmen. It may 
here be mentioned that at this 
time it was specifically stated 
that the pumpmen in Yorkshire, 
Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire and 
most parts of Scotland resolved 
in spite of the Federation's or- 
ders to stick to their work. We 
have heard nothing to the con- 
trary of this. On April 3 the 
railwaymen and transport 
workers (the other two branches, 
with the miners, of the Triple 
‘Alliance) began to stir. Many 
threats were reported of their 
joining the miners, but from the 
beginning there were plain signs 
of the rank and file being un- 
‘willing to do so. It was not un- 


til April 8 that the Triple 


‘Alliances actually voted for a 
strike, and even then they allow- 
‘ed four days’ grace. This was 





the blackest day of all, for the 
Miners’ Federation were steadily 
refusing to resume pumping 
which was stipulated by Govern- 
ment and owners as the indis- 
pensable preliminary to negotia- 
tion. But the other Labour 
leaders must have worked on the 
miners privately, for on April 9 
the latter announced _ that, 
although their own pumpmen 
were not to go back, there should 
be no interference with volun- 
teers. As a matter of fact sub- 
sequent telegrams indicate that 
the pumpmen did go back in 
large numbers. There followed 
four days of negotiation, at first 
hopefully reported, but ending on 
the 13th in the announcement 
that the Triple Alliance would 
strike on the 15th, because the 
miners could not accept the 
terms offered. There followed, 
on April 14, that appalling re- 
solution of all the leaders of 
organized \Labour, endorsing the 
miners’ action, acclaiming it just 
and calling upon all unions of 
all trades to support them ‘n a 
general strike. That evening the 
House of Commons made a 
dramatic entry into the arena, 
summoned representatives of both 
parties to the bar of the House, 
cross-questioned and, it is said, 
compelled both parties to make 
substantial concessions. What 
these were, we have no idea, but 
Mr. Hodges, the secretary of the 
Miners’ Federation, was anxious 
to resume negotiation on the dis- 
trict wage basis, provided it were 
not to be taken as permanent. 
The owners, also, were reported 
to be willing temporarily to forgo 
all profits and adjust wages by 
monthly meetings with the men. 
On the 15th the railwaymen and 
transport workers withdrew their 
support. The miners were left 
to fight their own battle. 
Whether at the last their 
fellow-workers decided that the 
miners were really acting un- 
reasonably, or whether the Triple 
Alliance leaders found that it 
would be impossible to get the 
rank and file to obey, we do not 
yet clearly know. Probably there 
was something of both these con- 
siderations at work. And for this 
reason it is to be hoped, in this 
crisis of all others, that, as the 
owners are strong, so they will 
be something more than merci- 
ful. They have such a chance 
of placating Labour and under- 
cutting extremism as never be- 
fore. Bolshevism in England 
has been preached ad nauseam 
and at the first real test it has 
broken down hopelessly. On the 


evening of April 14, when the 
Labour leaders adopted that ter- 
rible resolution that -all unions 
must support the miners, it 
seemed that the great duel had 


come at last, Labour v. Bour- 
gecisie, the social revolution. 
And Labour absolutely refused 
to respond. The mass of moder- 
ate men declined to help the 
much-advertised communist in 
wrecking the country. Moreover, 
the suspicion with which this 
paper received those early, lurid 
reports of sabotage and mine- 
smashing is now shown to have” 
been justified. Perfect orderli- 
ness, says Reuter, prevailed 
throughout, except in one or two 
Scotch districts. This is the great 
redeeming feature of the whole 
fight, the solid fact on which, 
with wisdom, a great age of peace 
may be founded : not that a gen- 
eral strike is averted, nor that 
the Triple Alliance is shattered 
possibly beyond repair, nor that 
the truculent miner is put in his 
proper place (as some will say), 
but that British artisans, rail- 
Wwaymen, stevedores, electricians, 
steelworkers, cotton hands, boot- 
makers, yes and even miners are 
not anarchists. They will no 
more break up the constitution 
than they will break machinery, 
or shoot policemen in the back. 
Only treat them decently, give 
them some security of employ- 
ment and something better than 
the workhouse in old age, and 
Bolshevism will never have a, 
chance among them. Surely the 
problem is not beyond England’s 
power to solve. 


THE PORT OF 
SHANGHAI 


Apr. 20. 

Waatever else may happen to 
other schemes, that for the future 
development of the port of Shang- 
hai is still proceeding merrily as 
the issue of three further broch- 
ures by the Whangpoo Conser- 
vancy Board eloquently testifies. 
The reading of one of them—the 
Report_on the Hydrology of the 
Hangchow Bay and Chientang 
Estuary—creates a yivid impres- 
sion of the work which has to be 
done in preparing the ground for 
the commission of experts who 
have eventually to decide the fu- 
ture of Shanghai. The Commis- 
sion is, it is understood, being 
asked to advise on what steps 
should be taken to improve the 





port of Shanghai—firstly, with 
the approaches as they are, which 
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T 
means allowing for 30 feet as 
maximum draft, and secondly for 
the probable maximum draft on 
the Pacific. In the former case 
the solution appears to lie in fur- 
ther improvement of the Huang- 
pu and better facilities on the 
banks from Woosung to Shang- 
hai. ‘In the latter case, i-e., with 
drafts of perhaps 36 or 40 feet 
(which while they have not yet 
appeared on the Pacific may do 
so in a no distant future) those 
responsible are faced with a choice 
between two alternatives, name- 
ly : on the one hand the improve- 
ment of the Yangtze estuary and 
the creation of deep draft facili- 
ties in or off the Huangpu, or off 
the Yangtze at Woosung by wet 
docks or an enclosed harbour, and 
on the other hand the construe- 
tion of a “port de vitessse’’ in 
Hangchow Bay, suitably connect- 
ed with Shanghai. It is on the 
last named possibility suggested 
in.1917 by the Board’s Consult- 
ing Engineers, after consulta- 
tion with Mr. von Heidenstam, 
and later in 1918 by Mr. 8. J. 
Powell and again in 1919 by Dr. 
Sun Yat-sen, that the report whic 
we have under consideration 
bears so pertinently. In order 
that the importance of the matter 
may, after many months’ silence, 
-be emphasized anew, it is neces- 
sary to point out that in the com- 
paratively near future a decision 
has to be made which will have 
an enormous bearing on the future 
of this part of China: a decision 
which may lead to the establish- 
ment of a port able to withstand 
natural and economic variations, 
not for one or two generations, 
but for centuries to come. With 
the present tendency as to dimen- 
sions in shipbuilding, Shanghai as 
@ port appears to be in danger of 
losing its position, by reason of 
increasing natural "deficiencies, 
and the problem to be solved boils 
down to two questions :—Shall 
Shanghai fight against these ad- 
verse conditions, remaining where 
she is, or will she be able to shift 
the shipping forces to a more 
favoured spot, as a port de 
vitesse? Whichever be the solu 
tion adopted. it will entail enorm- 
ous expense and work of excep- 
tional magnitude. 
_. The report mentioned above 
does not decide the point which 
is still dub judice: rather it 
brings into small compass facts 
about Hangchow Bay which have 
ultimately to play an important 
part in contributing to the final 
Judgement. - Certain vital ques- 
tions are answered definitely. T 


depths in the Bay are known, the 
various channels of approach be- 
tween the islands have been 
sounded and as it were card-in- 
dexed. They are known, now, 
quite intimately. In parts of the 
bay there is a lowest low water 
depth of from four to five fathoms, 
with an increase of water at neap 
high tide on the average ranging 
from 11 feet at Yangtze Cape to 
17 feet at Chapu. Over the Fairy 
Flats (the Yangtze Bar) at neap 
high tide 28-30 feet is as much as 
can be expected. The bay, how- 
ever, is undergoing changes. 
Owing to the absence of any pre- 
vious hydrographical survey, in- 
formation on this point is hardly 
so reliable as the foregoing, 
though definite information could 
be obtained by a second survey 
after an interval of a reasonable 
number of years, when compari- 
sons would give that information 
which is, at present, unobtainable 
with any great degree of precision. 
Accretion from the heavily laden) 
waters of the Yangtze is un- 
doubtedly in progress. The Yang- 
tze Cape is extending southeast- 
wards as a series of dykes built 
from 1471 and onwards go to! 
prove. In other places scouring 
is taking place while a certain de- 
gree of constancy seems apparent 
in others. Generally speaking, 
however, accretion is proceeding 
at a greater rate than is scouring, 
with the result that the bay is 
filling up at a rate yet to be de- 
finitely determined. On the third 
point with which the report deals 
—the extent of the effect of tidal 
currents and weather on naviga- 
tion—our old friend the Bore re-! 
ceives some attention including 
measurements far more accurate 
that anything done before, as the 
result of which it is tentatively 
found that east of Chapu the bay 
is not unfavourably affected by 
tidal conditions. Thus summariz- 
ed the facts about the bay seem 
simple enough—there are, of 
course more of them—but the bay 
has its own riddle of the sands. 
Over 2,100 years ago, the Chinese 
chronicles say, it was possible to 
walk over the sandbanks from 
the northern shore to Flat Fog 
Island. All that has gone and 
Yangtze Cape has grown in its’ 
stead. 

There is something fascinating 
in a map showing such changes as 
these—a graphic description, of 
the mighty works of the silent 
forces of nature. It would be 
possible to moralize on them at 
much length and considerable 





i 








g 
reward. 


cussions on local 
chants have been heard to inter- 
ject the remark that lower home- 


builds no ports and that is the im- 
mediate task with which the Con- 
servancy Board is concerned. On 
the facts they have collated ex- 
perts are togive a final judge- 
ment. Were the bay blessed with 
deep water and freed from silt, 
the answer might be easier than 
it appears to be now. For this 
must always be remembered : 
while the movement of a port 
might be economically possible 
once, an error of judgement in the 


choice would be disastrous. Conse- 


quently the decision which has to. 
be made is a weighty one, and it 
is more than probable that the 
excelient work which Mr. H. von 
Heidenstam and his very efficient 
staff are putting in will relieve the 
experts of much of their anxiety. 
They certainly deserve every con- 
gratulation on the meticulous care 
with which they are establishing 
their facts, though possibly the 





knowledge that they are engaged 


in doing creative work of the 
reatest magnitude is its own best 


THE SHIPPING 
DEPRESSION 


Apr. 21. 





Frost time to time in their dis- 
business _mer- 


ward freights would promote a 
revival in the export trade of 
the port. Freights have been 
lowered, until now they stand at 
roughly thirty per cent. above the: 


pre-war figure, but unfortunately 


trade has not responded. Within 
a day or two another meeting of 
the Conference is to be held, and 
‘we may take it that the vexed: 
subject of freights will again com- 
mand attention. The point may, 
however, be taken at once that 
freights cannot go indefinitely 
lower, for running costs are om 
an altogether higher scale than 
before the war, and shipowners, 
while prepared to face a certain 
amount of loss, will inevitably 
cease operations when that’ 
reaches an extravagant figure. 
While Japan has laid up a con- 
siderable tonnage already and’ 
every week brings appalling 
figures of shipping in Great Bri- 
tain and other countries lying 
idle, many ships still in commis- 
sion which would normally be 
running to the East are being 
diverted to Australia and other-~ 
countries. There is not much int 
this to suggest that any further- 


he [self-satisfaction. But moralizing' reduction in freights would mearp 
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any better business in shipping 
or anything else, and at the same 
time it is tolerably obvious that 
owners are unable to afford any 
additional cutting. We have, ac- 
cordingly, to come back to two 
unpleasant facts—inability on the 
part of so many countries to 
make their normal purchases, 
which would mean freights for 
steamers, and, where money is 
available, the precarious complex- 
ion which business must assume 
so long as exchange is subject to 
violent fluctuation. 

The position in business to day 
is that while innumerable _ tele- 
grams change hands they lead to. 
little or nothing. Continental 
Europe this week is talking about 
buying twenty thousand tons of 
coal from China, but a speedy 
end to the coal strike in England 
may reduce this to an inquiry and 
nothing more. We are told that 
a big export of silk to America 
would have been possible had ex- 
change not advanced a few points 
recently, but by reason of this 
advance it is now indefinitely post- 
poned. The last job we should 
care to tackle is that of an ex- 
change prophet, but no sooner 
does anybody talk of exports than 
some local financier, or more like- 
ly speculator, expresses the con- 
fident belief that given a good 
season we shall see the tael ap- 
preciably higher than it has been 
of late. Close on the heels of 
this one hears of a weakening in 
the rate, and the unhappy~busi- 
ness man is left wondering as to 
the future. With business in 
such a state of continual flux it 
is difficult to see what is gding to 
break the slump in shipping, but 
there is one factor which helps us. 
That is the instinct of the ship- 
ping man. He, to a very large 
extent, has his finger on the pulse 
of the world, he knows the state 
of the markets, the stocks in 
hand in different countries, and 
feels where demand will next 
spring from. It is an invaluable 
index, and accordingly there is 
some satisfaction in being able to 
quote his opinion. One view we 
have is that four or six months 
will see a very considerable relief 
from the present depression, and 
in view of the information at the 
disposal of the source we quote, it 
may afford hope to others. 

One thing that must assist the 
shipping trade in the Far East is 
the steady depletion of stocks of 





food in Europe. Purchases from 
here have been of such small 
bulk lately that, if not now, then 
in a very short time a shortage at 


Home must be faced; and this 
will be accentuated the moment 
the trouble with Germany has 
reached some sort of settlement. 
Directly the last breach occurred, 
purchases in London from that 
quarter ceased, and the fact that 
Germany is now making at least 
some sort of effort to smooth over 
the difficulties suggests that she 
wants a resumption of her com- 
merce very badly. Some are in- 
clined also to base hopes on the 
Anglo-Russian trade agreement, 
although it may be well to utter 
a@ warning from one who has 
spent many years in the country. 
He believes that. while Russian 
gold lasts.trade may proceed free- 
ly, but the moment that foreign 
countries give credit against a 
hypothetical amount of goods in 
hand, the Bolshevik spirit for the 
ruination of other countries will 
tun riot, bringing disaster on 
those who have given the credit. 
As regards immediate prospects a 
report received by a local firm 
says that there is every likelihood 
of the trai service running from 
Moscow to Vladivostok with 
tolerable régularity, and.it will 
tap: districts which may have ex- 
ports to offer in return for manu- 
factures from Europe. Several 
weeks must elapse before we 
know whether this hope is justi- 
fied; but should it prove to be 
correct 2 certain amount will have 
been achieved in freeing trade of 
its present incubus. 


OUR WATER SUPPLY 
Apr. 22. 
Oxe may gather from the 
corvespondence published in yes- 
terday’s Municipal Gazette that 
we are appreciably nearer to a 
settlement of the water supply 
question “than has been the case 
during the past two or three 
years. Some sort of formula on 
which both the Municipal Coun- 
cil and Waterworks Company can 
agree is looming up more and 
more plainly, and while many 
details are still outstanding, there 
is every reason to hope that ‘with 
a continuance of the friendly dis- 
cussions and interchange of views 
which ¢have hitherto been the 
rnle, an agreement satisfactory to 
all parties will be reached. The 
Council is in a position in which 
it must try to appease the de- 
mands of Waterworks share- 
holders while safeguarding the 
interests of the ratepayers. It 
is not an easy position, for on 
the one hand it has not only to 
see the Waterworks paying a 
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dividend with which its share- 
holders will be reasonably con- 
tent, but that dividend, and the* 
security therefor, must be suffi- 
ciently attractive to ensure that 
further capital will be fortheorm- 
ing to finance necessary exten- 

sions. Seeing that the suggestion 

to buy the Waterworks out is, 
meantime, hanging fire—and is ay. 

parently likely to do so for a 
considerable time to come—the 
duty of the Council to the com- 

pany is very clear. It must noi, 

on the other hand, be effected at 

the expense of the citizen, and 

in his present mood the citizen 

will take good care that he does 
not suffer from an unjust deal. 

Rut there is one thing for him 

to remember, and it is not espe- 

cially palatable. To maintain the 
same standard of comfort as he 
had ten or fifteen years ago more 
expenditure is required, although 
the average man does not himself 
see the benefit thereof. 

The agreement under which 
the’ Waterworks Company sup- 
plies the Settlement was made in 
the palmy days of 1905—a time 
when the Soochow tub was with- 
out a competitor and water-taps 
were few and far between. Lofty 
buildings did not exist. and in 
comparison with to-day residents 
lived in a style of rural bliss. - 
But now the Soochow tub no 
longer inevitably greets thé 
matutinal eye, and we have a 
certain pride in seven and eight 
storey buildings, while a decision 
-of the Court of Consuls has made 
the sewage scheme a necessity. 
Water, both hot and cold, on 
every floor is by way of being a 
commonplace, and that means 
something more than ‘mere com- 
fort. For a man with a water 
tap to his hand wastes gallons 
more than a coolie who brings 
him his water in a pitcher and 
basin, so it means that the 
Waterworks Company is giving 
infinitely more for the money it 
receives than of old. For instance 
it supplied 2,516,462,970 gallons 
in 1908 for a revenue of Tis. 
444,314.73, while in 1919 the 
supply was 6,366,701,684 gallons 
on payment of Tls. 761,379.66. 
The revenue is obviously not 
keeping up with the supply of 
water, and something, therefore, 
is aecordingly due to the com- 
pany. The provision of meters © 
for all houses is now, to all in- 
tents and purposes, a matter 
agreed upon, and, having this 
principle laid down, it should not 
be difficult to compromise on the 
correct charge per thousand 
gallons. Meters invariably make 
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for economy both in money and 
water and, if we remember 
aright, Professor Fowler who 
investigated the sewerage system, 
gave his approval to their intro- 
duction. When it has been found 
possible to arrive at a conclusion 
as to the terms of their employ- 
ment and the rate to be charged, 
we shall have gone a long way 
to place our water supply on an 
equitable basis as between the 
Council and the Company. 


‘A much more difficult matter 
is the question of water pressure 
on which the Fire Brigade is so 
insistent. The same equitable 
principles must, of course, be 
brought into operation here, 
always keeping in mind the point 
which we made in opening, that 
in these more expansive days 
more difficulties have to be over- 
come if the old measure of com- 
fort is to be maintained. 'To this 
Proposition must be added a word 
as to security. Two or three years 
ago it became evident that the 
port had outgrown the volunteer 
Fire Brigade which had served it 
so well in the past, and it is of 
necessity more obvious that it 
must have outgrown the agree- 
ment of 1905 with the Water- 
works which called for a particu- 
lar degree of pressure on the 
mains. The Council now want 
forty-five pounds to the square 
inch, which would mean ahead 
of something like twenty feet 
more than js at present available, 
and then to complete the scheme 
no more six-inch but nine-inch 
mains seem to the authorities to 
be a requisite. It is unnecessary 
here to enter into all the de- 
tails of hydants and the like, 


for they are all involved in 
the one question, expense. 
The cost is going to be 


borne by the ratepayer in the 
end, and it is simply a question 
of what fire protection he ought 
in reason to provide. Huge buiid- 
ings have been erected by people 
who were bound to know the 
extent of the water supply, the 
‘efliciency of the Fire Brigade and 
all the other factors, and the 
community as a whole was, na- 
turally, nof consulted as to its 
wishes in the matter. But the 
buildings are here to-day and 
their owners of course call 
for full protection. It is the 
old question again for decision— 
how much the ratepayers will 
devote to it, and it would not be 
essentially different whether the 
Waterworks were a municipal 
undertaking instead of a public 
utility company as at present. 








NOTES & COMMENTS 


German Proposals 


Statements in Washington not: 
withstanding, Germany has again 
brought forward her ingenious 
scheme for meeting the Allied 
demands by taking over the Allied 
debt to America. The reception 
accorded by Washington to the first 
suggestion was not encouraging, 
but Germany doubtless believes 
that if the proposal is talked of 
long enough it may succeed. Some- 


times it does, and in this case 
Germany may yet achieve a 
triumph, for all unwittingly the 


Allies laid the foundation for the 
present scheme by discussing (even 
in an academic way) the cancel- 
lation of inter-Allied debts. The 
United States offered no encourage- 
ment to the suggestion for can- 
cellation, as she would be the only 
loser, and in view thereof it seems 
hardly likely that her representa- 
tives were anything but -sincere 
when they threw cold water the 
other day on the amended plan of 
Germany. But it has to be re- 
membered that the world is still in 
its financial quagmire, and the gen- 
eral state of international finance 
has led a great number of people 
to place anything likely to bring 
about a trade revival before any 
other consideration. It need not 
be wondered at, therefore, if ‘the 
future sees an important modifica- 
tion of opinion on the German 
scheme. . 


Political Zeal 


A distinctly refreshing touch +o 
political life in Japan has just been 
given by the sentencing to three 
months’ imprisonment of a member 


of the Kenseikai for publishing 
death notices of his political 
rivals. He chose exalted per- 
sonages such as peers, and, 


although we have seen no sample 
of his journalistic ability, it is not 
difficult to guess that his remarks 
upon their.careers were spicy and 
pointed. Of course, it is likely 
that, as well as making afew choice 
remarks, he wished to bring off 
some great political coup, to 
spread dismay in the ranks of his 
opponents by sending out these 
obituaries broadcast, for otherwise 
he might have adopted the 
time-honoured Western custom of 
“open letters” to his particular 
aversions. On the other hand his 
conviction may be entirely unjust, 
and he may merely be suffering 
from a complaint that appears to 
be somewhat prevalent at _ the 
moment in Japan. For this busi- 
ness of publishing obituaries about 
the living does not seem to have 
been confined to one solitary as- 
Piring statesman; on the contrary. 
even foreign journals have carried 
it out, as witness the columns 
written about Mr. Bertrand Rus- 
sell, who is still in the land of the 
living. For the comfort of brother 
journalists in Japan we trust that 
Mr. Russell’s obituary will not be! 


Speculation as a Virtue 


Considering the amount of spe- 
culation and/or gambling which 
invariably goes on in Shanghai, 
some opinions on the matter may, 
interest quite a few people here. 
First of all in this connexion we 
may quote what some people will 
doubtless regard as an impertin- 
ence from the pen of Mr. Hartley, 
Withers :— 

Speculation is not a vice in itself. It 

is a stupid way of losing one’s money, 
but the speculator is quite a useful per. 
son s0 Jong. as he is not given rope 
enough to allow him to become a danger 
to other people. 
Having given this warning, we 
can now go straight tu tke object 
of this note which is to call at- 
tention to an article by Mr. Robert 
L. Smitley in the “Street,” a New 
York financial weekly. Now Mr. 
Smitley, who has not a good word 
to say for gambling, gives specula- 
tion his blessing, for in his view 
the speculator is an individual] who 
has carefully canvassed all the 
factors in a market and “ through 
his daring, tempered with reason, 
usually strengthens his _ body, 
creates new Wealth and advances 
civilization.” Speculation, he points 
out, is an important integra? part 
of the economic structure, and it 
is an incontrovertible fact that the 
course of prices in the stock market 
invariably forecasts business condi- 
tions. We are prepared to go a 
good length in agreeing with the 
writer, but when we tun to 
another article in the same periodi- 
cal we are rather stumped. It 
says :— 

Thera are no indications of the gener- 

al business revival which is :predicted by 
the “big” business men for this coming 
spring. But then these revivals in 
business always appear suddenly and 
when least, expected. 
Surely, however, the big business 
men are those in a position to do 
the most. sound speculation, while, 
judging by owr experience here, 
junior clerks and office-boys are the 
great gamblers. So if a revival in 
business comes when least expect- 
ed, how does this barometer of 
speculation work? 


Union Club 


Mr. J. Harold Dollar’s speech 
at Tuesday’s annual general meet- 
ing of the members of the Union 
Club was indeed gratifying. The 
cost of moving the Club to its pre- 
sent premises increased the loss 
on the year’s working, which 
would otherwise have compared 
favourably with last year. It is 
only in the nature of things that 
a young club should have to face 
losses in its early years, that some 
of its departments should not re- 
ceive that support to he found in 
other clubs. Yet a 10 per cent. 
increase in the membership, and 
the use of the club’s premises in 
the manner indicated by the pre- 
sident, are signs of a healthy 
growth of the club and members” 
interest in it. On such bases it 
can truly be said that the aim, of 
the originators of the Club is being 
achieved; that Chinese and for- 
eigners are coming and can come 





valued at three months’ imprison- 
ment. 


together if facilities for doing so 
are offered. 
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When Tuchuns Confer 


The news of the suspension of 
Passenger traffic on a section of 
the Peking-Hankow Railway gives 
special interest to the Eastern 
News Agency’s report of the 
plans which are said to be an 
evolution at Tientsin betweea 
‘Tuchuns Chang Tso-lin and Tsao 
Kun. The main purpose of that 
scheme, it is said, is to subjugate 
Kuangtung and reimpose on it the 
rule of the pro-Northern Lu Yung- 
ting and the Kuangsi factio: Ze- 
chuan is to be placated, Kiangsn 
and Chékiang overawed, Kueichow 
reinforced to keep Yunnan in 
order and the work of suppressing 
Kuangtung left jointly to Wang 
Chan-yuan of Honan, Chao Heng- 
ti, Civil Governor of Hunan, and 
Lu Yung-ting of Kuangsi. Clearly 
the Peking-Hankow line is an im- 
portant factor in this scheme. 
Now our Kaifeng correspondent 
tells us that the Tuchun of Ho- 
nan, instead of doing his duty by 
the Northern Tuchuns and sitting 
upon Wa Pei-fu, is acting in con- 
cert with him. This may be only 
to stop the outbreak of soldiers 
at Changteho, but the cutting of 

. the Peking-Hankow line, which 
effectually shuts off the Huped 
‘Tuchun from the north suggests 
that there is more in the alliance 
than this. An alternative sugges- 
tion is that Chang Tso-lin. and 
Tsao Kun are merely considering 
how to mould Peking to further 
docility. But surely it did not 
need a special visit’ by the un- 
crowned king of the North to 
arrange anything so simple as 
that. The latest reports suggest 
that the fighting in Honan, which 
appears to be serious, is an attack 
on the Honan Tuchun instigated 
from the. north. 


Hongkong’s Nakedness 


Periodically one of our respected 
contemporaries in Hongkong livens 
up matters by discoursing on 
feminine lack of attire and all the 
cognate considerations therefrom 
arising. Thus the “South China 
Morning Post” :—“Judging from 
what we see at some Hongkong 
dances, quite a number of “people 
agree with the American doctor 
who thinks we should be better off 
without clothes.” The temptation 
to allow the Pharisee latent in our 
nature to get into his stride is 
strong indeed, and willingly would 
we fold our hands, raise our eyes 
to the heavens, and utter some 
insincere remark that “of course 
the climate in Hongkong is warmer 
than here.” But to be a really 
successful Pharisee one has to be 
very sure of one’s ground, and more 
likely than not some candid friend 
of Shanghai would promptly coun- 
sel us to pick the mote out of our 
own eye, or in less poetical lan- 
guage get on some more clothes 
ourselves. So leaving controversy 
between the two ports out of the 
question for the moment and com- 
ing down to bare facts (apparently 
in more senses than one) we may 
ask if it is wise to gird at woman 
for her taste in dress? There is 
just the possibility that she might 
take an awful revenge and assume 








red flannel, the crinoline, leg of 
mutton sleeves or worsted stock. 
ings. With Hamlet we would 
rather bear the ills we have than 
fly to others that we know not of. 
Who knows what woman might 
have in store for us? 





Hongkong University 


Those who remember the trouble 
some little time ago over_ the 
finances of the University at Hong- 
kong will probably be interested to 
know the new  Vice-Chancellor’s 
estimate of the future of that in- 
stitution. In effect he predicts 
ropid extension of the activities of 
the University and at the same 
time he pays a well-earned tribute 
to the work which has already 
been done. This of course will 
necessitate the finding of more 
money and it is gratifying to learn 
that one Chinese in- Hongkong has; 
come forward with a gift of $50,000 
for the general endowment fund. 
Such an example will, we hope, be 
followed Joy others, for after all 
it can hardly be expected that 
British interests will furnish all the 
money necessary to make this 
University what it should be. One 
point which Sir William Brunyate 
made, and a good one, was that 
the immediate effect of the tuition 
of some 300 scholars on China as 
a whole would be remarkably small, 
and in asking the public to think 
in thousands rather than hundreds 
as a criterion of what the atten- 
dance in the lecture hall should be, 
the new Vice-Chancellor predicted 
the time when the University 
would rise to that eminence which 
its originators destined for it. Tt 
his good to know, after the storm 
of criticism which kas only just 
subsided, that so eminent an 
educationalist regards the future of 
tke University with much optimism. 
Tt is destined to fill an important 
place among the educational forces 
of China, and, when these times 
come, Hongkong and the whole of 
the British community in the Far 
East will reap the benefit of the 
money which at present appears to 
give small returns in a world 
where immediate profits seem to be 
most desirable. 











Tramways 


Although it is some time since 
one of the periodical discussions 
about our tramways took place, 
readers may remember some sug- 
gestions which appeared in our 
correspondence columns .on the 
question of design. There were 
people who wanted the introduction 
of double-deckers, while, if we re- 
member aright, one man_ pressed 
for very extensive platforms at 
at either end in place of the pre- 
sent confined spaces. This discus- 
sion has a special interest at the 
present day as the outcome of a 
competition instituted a year ago 
by the London County Council for 
designs for the most suitable car for 
London’s tramway _ service. 
prize of £1,000 was offered, and the 
competition was not confined to 





the United Kingdom but was ad- 
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able, or of sufficient merit to justi- 
fy awarding the prize. According 
to “Engineering” nothing new and 
at the same time practicable was 
forthcoming, and the competitors 
did not seem to get much beyond 
fresh ideas of staircases and a type 


of central entrance such as we 
have in Shanghai. Nobody has 
any such mistaken impression as 


that our trams or any other are 
ideal so far as their construction 
js concerned,- but in view of Lon- 
don’s failure, we may perhaps in 
future mitigate our criticism of the 
local officials and plant. 


The Honan Outbreak 


With every additional piece of 
news about the outbreak in Honan 
the plot thickens. _To-day’s  tele- 
gram from our correspondent at 
Pinsiang comes from the heart of 
the affected district. namely, Wei- 
huifu, going thence by telephone 
to the nearest available point for 
telegraphing ; and it shows that the 
outbreak was a good deal bigger 
than at first reported. It may 
have been simply a case of unpaid 
soldiers helping ‘themselves. But 
the fact that the rioters fought 2 
pitched battle with General Wa 

ei-fu’s troops. and then retreated 
northwards seemingly ev masse, 10° 
stead of simply. melting into the 
countryside with their booty as 15 
usual with soldiers who are merely 
out for loot, points to something 
deeper and mor sinister. We all 
remember, how Wu Pei-fu’s avow- 
ed intentions of cleaning out the 
military power in Peking last July 
were brought to naught. ofu , 
went, but not the principles which 
Anft, embodied. Since when Gener 
al Wu has sat astride the Peking- 
Hankow railway, & continual thorn 
in Peking’s side.- Just as Tang 
Chi-yao was cleared out of Yun- 
nan by a revolt paid for, from the 
North, sd it looks as if an at- 
tempt had been made to oust Wu 
Pei-fu. Only this time it failed. 


caer 
Coinage and Prices 
A correspondent sends us 


very interesting cutting from some 
Uganda paper, apparently an ex- 
tract from discussions of the 
Nairobi Chamber of Commerce or 
some such pody.. The latter would 
seem to have been “pressing the 
Government for an issue 0 sbil- 
lings in. the colony instead of 
florins, without effect, however, and 
the newspaper cutting continues :— 
at fact is, however, that if has 
beat tively ignored by the Colonial 
Oliee, and florins have been the cur- 
rency which, by minted coin and note, 
has flowed inta =the Colony. | Naitobs 
day is spoken of ws one of th 
toda fo towns. in, the Empire. My 
‘Committee are of opinion that an agita- 
tion should ab ence be got on foot for 
the issue of sbillings and ten shilling 
notes instead of florins and five florin 


Committee also. think that 


notes. 
@ My ‘direct the at- 


should be taken to 
tation of the Government and the 
public both in Kenya Colony and st 
Frome, to the grotesque extravagance by 





vertised in France and America. 
Seventy-six plans were submitted, 
but not one has been found suit- 


which officials have bestowed on officials 
piNpased salaries paid at the rate of 
45 florins or 30 shillings to the pound, 
just at the moment when the same cffi- 
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cialdom has decided that all the rest 
of the community must forever be 
restricted to receiving 10. It is the 
recipients of the 10, be it remembered, 
who have to work for and maintain the 
takers af 15. 


We have no knowledge of currency 
conditions in Uganda, though one 
hazards a guess that the florins 
are really rupees, and colonial 
officials seem much better off 
in Uganda than in most places. 
But it is interesting to get 
this confirmation of a view 
we have often pressed, namely, 
that the cost of life varies in direct 
proportion to the value of the unit 
im which people think. If the 
Mexican dollar could be reduced 
in value to 50 cents, or if a new 
50-cent coin, with a distinctive 
name, were popularized, Shanghai 
would be a good deal cheaper to 
live in than it is. 


The Haskell Race Club 


“John Rosquail” returns to the 
championship of the above institu- 
tion. But his letter lacks that 
breezy touch which made the first 
so attractive, and the controversy 
bardly seems worth pursuing. 
One gathers also that champions 
of the H.R.C. are what may be 
called bringing pressure to bear 
privately on their opponents. For 
we now receive an abject letter of 
recantation and apology from “One 
Who Knows” and now it would 

“seem did not know and_ attacked 
the members of the “H.R.C.” with 
more vigour than discretion. 

Go I hereby apologize for the great 
mistake I made, and the disgust and 
shame I have put them to, (he writes). 
Will those whom I have written against 
Kindly forgive one who was unconscious 
ty duped by his sneaking compatriot. I 
sincerely hope the members will now 
drap the matter as I have publicly apolo- 
gized for the serious mistake I made 
From very reliable sources I learnt that 
the H.R.0. io a first rato club and 
should occasion arise I shall always speak 
highly of it. 

Evidently “One Who Knows” was 
not able, in the pride of author- 
ship, to conceal his identity as 
writer of the offending letter—this, 
io passing, is the common way in 

which the writers of letters become 
known, and not through any leak- 
age in this office—and some one 

has threatened to push his face in. 

Perhaps they will be doing the 

like by us for opening our columns 

to the fracas. ("¢ reniant omnes. 








The Turko-Greek War 


Judging by Mr. Lloyd George's 
reported announcement that in the 
event of war between Greece and 
Turkey Great Britain will observe 
neutrality, the campaign which 
has been progressing in Anatolia 
for the past few weeks has not 
been war but something entirely 
different. For the average man it 
is difficult to understand how one 

* country can be at peace with 
another and yet fight unofficial 
battles all over the place, for 
usually the moment that troops 
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street is occasionally also puzzled 
to know how such a campaign as 
that of Anatolia succeeds in dis- 
appearing almost wholly from the 


gobiets containing a mixture of new wine 
on the last day of the month and the year, 
and that the people drew omens from 
them in respect of the fruitfulness of 
the year.” (Hieronym, Vol. 11 p. 217). 


public gaze. The Greeks advance, 
win battles, are then defeated, and 
the last we hear is that while one 
part of their forces has beat a 
hurried retreat to its old lines. still observed on the /ast day of the 
the other seems to be sitting over /as¢ month of our year in Scotland, I 


half of the Turkish army and {49 not know that any omens are drawn 
preventing its use in the fild. fine, ie eversbody inthe south af 
Now we did not sit still in France’ scoland is personally cognizant of the 


when Ludendorff had landed him- fact, that on Hogmanay or the evening 
self in a hole, but hit again and, before New Year's day among those who 
again. That, however, was a first’ observe old customs, dainties are provid- 
class war, and we must return to'ed by those who can afford them, oat 
history for possible explanation {cakes and cheese are brought forth among 


The Egyptian year began at a different 
time from ours; but this is as near as 
possible (only substituting whisky for 
wine) the way in which Hogmanny 1s 








of events in Anatolia’ Except those who never see oat cakes but on 
‘ u e this occasion, and that strong drink 
when a man of the type of Napoleon forms an essential article of the provi. 


or Marlborough was in the saddle,'sion. Nur cakes i.e., birth cakes. 8th 
wars had a habit too often f Ed.’ pp. 95.6 from “The two Babylons,- 
dying through sheer inanition, and by. Rev, Alex. Hislop, East Free Church, 





the work of the soldier. The same 
sort of thing may be going on now 
in Asia. Minor. 


Hogmanay 
Some weeks ago our Edinburgh} 
correspondent, himself a Scot, 


observed that Scotsmen did not’ 
understand the meaning of Hog- 
manay. This has drawn from an! 
up-country reader the following! 
extract from a work on Scottish 
lore written in the middle of last; 
century :— 

“‘Hog-Manai” in  Childes__ signifies 
“the feast of the Numberer;’”’ in other 
words, ‘“‘the festival of Deus Lunus” or 
of the Man of the Moon, To show the 
connexion between country and coun- 
try, and the inveterate endurance of old 
customs, it is worthy of remark | 
Jerome commenting on the very words 
of Isaiah LXV. 11 about spreading “a 





offering to Meni” observes that it was 
the custom so late as his time (in the 
fourth century) in all cities especially 
in Egypt and at Alexandria, to set 
tables and furnish them with 
luxurious articles 





of food and 


the diplomat too often patched up! 


table for Gad and pouring ont a dark } for 


Arbroath.) 

Of the practice of Hogmanay at 
least .no Scot is ignorant. Let us 
hope his enjoyment of the feast 
will be heightened by this evidence 
of its antiquity, 








A conference of the Chinese Na- 
tional Bankers’ Association will be 
held in Tientsin on May 1. 





Rererrinc to the fact that Mr. 
A. G. Stephen is now a member 
of the Legislative Council of 
Hongkong, the ‘South China 
Morning Post” remarks that he 
is not the first representative of 
the Hongkong & Shanghai Bank 
to sit there, as Sir Thomas Jack- 
son had a seat for a little while. 
Still, Mr. Stephen’s assumption of 
@ seat on April 7 was a notable 
happening in the history of the 
Colony’s administration, if only 
the fact, that he took the 
place of the Non. Mr. John John- 
stone, Jardine, Matheson’s retired 
head. It is probably the first 


varions | time in 80 years that the Princely 
with | House has not been represented, 
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clash the work of the diplomat 
ends and that of the soldier starts. 
While that one phase is sufficiently 
hard to explain, the man in the 
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CHINESE POLITICS 


OUTBREAK OF TROOPS 
IN HONAN 


Kin-Han Railway Interrupted: 
Wa Pei-fu Extending His 
Control: But Why? 


From Rodney Gilbert. 


Peking, April 18. 

The Peking-Hankow Railway 
passenger service is interrupted 
because of the movement of troops 
in the Changtehfu-Weibuifu section. 
The Ministry of Communications 
professes ignorance as to the na- 
ture or purpose of such movements, 
but admits that troops are being 
moved towards Changtehfu and has 
instructed the local office to sell 
no through tickets until Thursday. 

The Peking Syndicate to-day re- 
ceived the intelligence that the 
Taoching line was cut yesterday 
two miles west of Weihuifu station 
by troops from Taokou. 

There.is much speculation here 
with regard to this situation, some 
foreigners believing that Wu Pei- 
fu is providing himself with an 
excuse for not attending the Tien- 
tsin Conference, while others are 
of opinion that Wu Pei-fu wishes 
to eliminate the hostile military 
element north of the Yellow River 
and to acquire complete control of 
the line to Peking. 








CHANGTEHO LOOTED 





Wu Pei-fu and Honan Tuchun 
in Alliance 





From Our Own Correspondent, 
Kaifeng, April 18. 

Tho famine relief work has been 
stopped in North Honan. Revolt- 
ing soldiers looted Changteho yes- 
terday and were proceeding south 
when they were stopped "by. Wa 
Pei-fu’s soldiers. Rn 

The Kin-Han Railway has been 
cut north of Sinsiang. 

The Tuchun and Wu Pei-fu are 
working together, so that the situa- 
tion is hopeful, though there are 
fears that other parts of the pro- 
vince may become disaffected. 

But Three Large Firms Spared 

Peking, April 19. 

Reuter’s correspondent at Kai- 
feng telegraphs under yesterday’s 
date; stating that Colonel Sun and 
the soldiers who revolted last 
Thursday owing to his dismissal 
broke through the gates of Chang- 
tefu last night and sacked the 
city. It is reported that only three 
Jarge establishments escaped loot- 
ing, (two of them being the Bank 
of Communications and the cotton 
factory) and that these are in the 
hands of the rebels. A large sum 
of moncy belonging to the Famine 
Relief Fund is at present deposit- 
ed at the bank in’ question. 








The 
number 


disaffected soldiers do not 

more than 1,500, but 
it is feared that robbers havo 
joined them. They proceeded 
southwards along the Peking-Han- 
kow Railway with the intention of 
reaching Kaifeng, but General Wu 
Pei-wu's soldiers stopped them at 
Sinsiang, and retiring they cut 
the railway at Luwangfete, 25 li 
no-th of Sinsiang, whither General 
Wa’s troops are moving in order to 
quell the revolt speedily. It is fear- 
ed that Nanyang and other places 
where there are disaffected soldiery 
may also experience trouble. 

The two persons held to be chiefly 
responsible for the disturbance are 
General Chen Shen and Colonel 
Sun, though it is reported that a 
smal] clique of militarists fomented 
the trouble from Peking. 

A later despatch from Kaifeng 
states that the trouble at Changtefu 
has subsided and that the disturb- 
ance is now confined to the region 
of Weihweifu. Trains from the 
north only travel as far as Chi- 
hsien. 


Famixe Resources Nor Tovonep. 
The grain and funds belonging 


to the Famine Relief have not been 
touched. 

Cars have been commandeered and 
troops mobilized from all parts 
of the proyince out of all propor- 
tion to the immediate cause of the 
trouble.—Reuter. 


Hot Engagement with Wu Pei- 
fu's Troops: Rebels Defeated 
and Driven North 








From Our Own Correspondent. 


Sinsiang, Ho., April 19. 
Eighteen battalions revolted in 
North Honan on Saturday, but 


some troops, in possession of 
Changtehfu and Weihuifu remain- 
ed loyal. 


The military governor Chao Ti 
sent forward loyal reinforcements 
from Kaifeng. General Wu Pei-fu 
arrived at Weihuifu from Honanfu 
and successfully engaged the rebel 
troops all day on Monday at Lu- 
pongten, 10 miles south of Weihui- 
u. 

During the night an advance was 
made and the rebels were dislodged 
from the west suburbs and from 
the railway station at Weihuifu. 
By noon on Tuesday they were in 
full retreat to the north. 

Many refugees have taken sanc- 
tuary in the Canadian Mission 
compound and the wounded are 
being attended to in the Mission 
hospital. 

All foreigners are safe and the 
troops are behaving well. 

Hankow, April 19. 

News through Chinese sources 
indicates that the disturbances 
along the Peking-Hankow-Railway 
are now further south than was 
reported yesterday, and that they 
arise from a mutiny of a regiment 
in the First Army. 

There is no news from Peking. 
and yesterday’s rumours are dis- 
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No Loxcer a Mutiyy. 
Hankow, April 20. 

A report has been received here 
from a reliable source to the effect 
that fighting continued all. day 
Monday at Chumatien between the 
troops of General Wu Pei-fu and 
Chao Ti. The latter, who was 
defeated, at present expects other 
Tuchuns to assist him. 

It is no longer thought that the 
disturbance is merely a mutiny. 

It is reported locally that traffic 
on the Tientsin-Pukou Railway has 
been interrupted.—Reuter. 

Famine Funps “Borrowep.” 
Tientsin, April 20. 

According to the Changteho cor- 
respondent of the “Peking and 
Tientsin Times,” bandits have 
taken advantage of the military 
confusion to plunder the surround~ 
ing region. Shuiyie, a prosperous 
walled town, was thoroughly sack- 
ed, and hundreds of houses burned 
down. 
~The famine relief funds were 
“borrowed” under armed force, 
the famine-workers are in_ peril, 
and the distribution of supplies 
has practically ceased. 

It is estimated that the lives of 
160,000 persons are endangered.— 
Reuter. 

Trovetn ENDED. 
Peking, April 20. 

According to a Honan telegram 
received to-day by the Central Gov- 
ernment, General Hsiao Yeh-nan. 
Commander of the 25th -Division 
of Chihli, in obedience to the 
orders of Marshal Tsao Kun, has 
entered Changtch in command of 
his troops and Ch’en Chen-san ex- 
Commander of the Ist Division of 
Honan, has fled. 

The area south of Hsinhsiang has 
fallen within the scope of influence 
of the Chihli forces, and is now) 
under the jurisdiction of General 
Wu Pei-fu. 

The train service on the Peking- 
Hankow Railway was re-opened ag 
far as Hsinhsiang from last night. 

‘A despatch from Changsha states 
that to-day General Chao Heng-ti 
assumed the office of Civil Gov+ 
ernor of Hunan and pro tem.— 
Eastern News Agency. 

4*,An explanation of the causes cf 
tho outbreak will be found in the Out- 
verte section, ‘Honan Outbreak Ex. 
plaized. 








ALLEGED ATTEMT ON 
WU PELFU 





Report of Shooting by Chirese 
Soldiers 


By Rodney Gilbert. 
Peking, April 21. 





Persistent reports for several 
days of Gen. Wu Pei-fu’s assaasi- 
nation were given colour to-day by 
a railway report of an: attempted 
murder by unknown soldiers. 

Rumour has it that while tectur- 
ing his troops after the dismtissal 
of an undesirablo colonel, two 
shots wero fired one of which struck 
Wu Pei-fu in the shoulder. 

Chinese papers report that two 
suspects ate held, but no evidence 
of motive has been produced, and 
that Wu Pei-fu is not in a danger- 
ous condition. 
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TUCHUN CONFERENCE 
AT TIENTSIN 





Report{fof Extensive Plans to 
Subjugate Kuangtung : 
Northern Expedition 

Peking, April 16. 
Chang Tso-lin left Mukden yes- 
terday morning by special train 
and arrived in Tientsin this morn- 
ing. Chin Yun-peng will proceed 
to Tientsin this afternoon.—Reuter. 


Tientsin, April 17. 
With reference to the meeting of 
Geiierals Tsao Kun and Chang ‘Iso- 
lin in Tientsin, an important mem- 
ber of the Chihli faction states that 
they have discussed the following 
questions :— 
1.—That the Wang Shih-chen 
Cabinet shall be established. 
2.—That the Fengtien troops shall 
assume the entire responsibi- 
lity to dispose of the affair 
in Mongolia and the Chibli 
forces shall despatch one 
mixed brigade to the Suiyuan 
district to strengthen the 
defences. 


3.—That the Chihli forces shall 
supply Lu Yung-ting with 
arms and military funds to 
carry out the subjugation of 
Kuangtung and at the same 
time shall despatch forces to 
Kiangsu in order to make 
Kiangsu keep vigilance over 
: the anti-government agitation 
in Chékiang and Fukien. 
4.—That co-operation between 
Wang Chan-yuan and Chao 
Hong-ti shall be affected with 
a view to the subjugation of 
Li Lieh-chun, andj a com- 
promise between the North 
and Szechuan be made. 


5.—That Liu Hsiang shall be 
appointed as Tuchun of 
Szechuan, Hsiong Keh-wu as 
Civil Governor of the same, 
and Liu Tseng-hou as Mili- 
tary Commissioner of the 
Defence of Frontiers, and 


Kueichow shall be enabled to 
hold the Yunnan forces 
in check.—Eastern News 
Agency. 


Tue Lines or Discussion as 
PUBLISHED. 
April 17. 

The Premier changed his plans 
yesterday afternoon and’ sent the 
Minister of Commerce, Wang Nai- 
ping, to mect Chang Tsolin at 
Tientsin, in his stead. 

No uneasiness is felt at Peking 
regarding the visit of General 
Chang. Officials here express satis- 
faction at the opportunity afford- 
ed of discussing with him the 
various outstanding questions which 
must be decided shortly. 


_ It is stated that Chin Yun-peng 
is anxious to secure General 
Chang’s cooperation in his plans 
for financial retrenchment and dis- 
bandment of the army which, with 
the Governmeni’s attitude towards 
Outer Mongolia. call for a com- 
plete understanding with the ruler 
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of the three eastern provinces. On 
the other hand, Chang Tso-lin is 
said to desire to gain the Govern- 
ment’s approval of his scheme for 
maintaining order in the Chiehtao 
district, while the proposed: alliance 
of the central Tuchuns and the 
Government’s attitude towards 
Canton will also be discussed.— 
Reuter. 


CHANG TSO-LIN MEDITATING 
A COUP D’ETAT 





From Rodney Gilbert. 
Peking, April 18. 

The local Chinese authorities who 
were formerly convinced of the 
imminence of a Restoration move- 
ment, now believe that Chang Tso- 
lin’s presence in Tientsin is not 
connected with the Monarchy move- 
ment, but that he is concerned with 
the removal of Chow Tze-chi and 
Yeh Kung-cho from the Cabinet, 
thus eliminating the Chiaotung in- 
fluence, and with the control from 
Mukden of Jehol. 





PREMIER’S ARRIVAL FROM 
PEKING 
Tientsin, April 19. 
Premier Chin Yun-peng arrived 
here last evening at 7.30 o’clock. 
His visit appears to have been 
due to the fact that, while Chang 
Tso-lin urges the maintenance of the 
status quo, Tsao Kun is of opinion 
that, in order to put the present 
situation on a better footing, the 
Cabinet should be reconstructed, as 
it is almost impossible for Chang 
and Tsao, with their present pow- 
ers, to cope with the state of 
affairs in China. 


Brawts wire Tsao Kun’s Troops. 


This morning, at 10 o'clock, over 
160 of Tsao Kun’s guards attacked 
eight police posts here and drove 
out the police, wounding several of 
them. As a consequence, the police 
of five sections in the south have 
gono on strike. The reason of the 
assault is reported to be that yes- 
terday, when a number of the 
guards tried to ride in the trams 
without paying, the police ejected 
them.—Eastern News Agency. 

Action Acatnst Dr. Scux. 
Peking, April 19. 

Premier Chin Yun-peng returned 
here this evening. As a result of 
his interview with Chang Tso-lin 
and Tsao Kun, he is reported to 
have agreed among other things to 
the despatch of a circular telegram 
under joint signature opposing the 
election of Dr. Sun as tho Presi- 
dent, and at the same time, asking 
the Peking Government to issue a 
warrant for his arrest. 

As a result of the conferenve, 
it has been decided to maintain the 
Chin Cabinet for the time being, 
but the Ministers of the Navy. 
are ex- 
pected to. vacate office. It is re- 
moured in this connexion that Li 
Ting-hsin and Tang Hsiang-ming 
are to be candidates for the post 
of the Minister of the Navy, 
and Pan Fu for that of 





Minister of Finance. As for the 
post of Minister of Education, 
Chang Chi-tan is said to hold it 
besides his present office.—Eastern 
News Agency. 


A PrRovinciat CoNFERENCE. 


Peking, April 20. 

An important conference is being 
held within the next few days be- 
tween the Government and pro- 
vincial representatives on the 
subject of self-government. Each 
province is sending two delegates, 
representing the Governor and the 
Provincial Assembly respectively. 

The Premier will shortly notify 
the representatives of 14 provinces 
who are already in Peking of the 
date on which the confergnce is to 
be opened.—Reutey. 


—-+-—___ 


PRES. SUN OF CANTON 








Gambling Allowed for War Fund 


Hongkong, April 15. 

According to the ‘Hongkong 
Telegraph,” information from offi- 
cial circles in Canton states that, 
after Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s assumption 
of the duties of President, General 
Hsu Shung-chee will be appointed 
Commander-in-Chief of the Kuang- 
tung Army; Wu Han-ming will be 
Civil Governor, and General Chen 
Chiung-ming will become Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the forces ate, 
tacking Kuangsi. 

It is also stated that the prohi- 
bition of gambling will be can- 
celled, -and that the revenue from 
this source will be devoted to the 
military expenses connected with 
the attack on Kuangsi. 

The Tuchun of Hunan has tele- 
graphed, protesting against the 
election of Dr. Sun Yat-sen as 
President.—Reuter. 

Opposition From Hunan. 
Canton, April 15. 

It is authoritatively reported 
that Chao Heng-ti of Hunan has 
despatched a telegram to the Can- 
ton Government opposing the elec- 
tion of Dr. Sun as the President 
and the formation of the formal 
government, and that the attitude 
of Ku Pin-chen of Yunnan is quite 
indifferent to the newly established 
Canton Government. — Eastern 
News Agency. 





Reproaches from Kuangsi 


Canton, April 16. 

General Chen Ping-hun, Military 
Commissioner of Kuangsi, has 
addressed the following protest, 
dated April 9, to the Civi] Governor 
of Kuangtung and other quarters: 

“A nation keeps soldiers to 
protect herself and not to employ 
them to make internal strife within 
her territories. Kuangtung and 
Kuangsi belong to one country and 
have always been on good terms. 
There can be no reason why they 
should look upon each other as an 
enemy. It is, thefefore, deplorable 
that Kuangtung has, without suf- 
ficient cause, established the Mili- 
tary Government, which, on the plea 
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of subjugating Kuangsi, attempts 
to invade the neighbouring pro- 
viaces, creating disturbances in 
the country. The withdrawal of 
the Kuangsi troops from Kuang- 
tung is quite consistent with the 
principle of the self-government of 
Kuangtung by reason of the separ- 
ate administration of each pro- 
vince. In spite of the faot that 
General Chen Chiung-ming pro- 
mised Lu Yung-ting not to en- 
roach upon the neighbouring pro- 
vinees, there is now a section of 
the people, who, in order to 
satisfy their own ambition of in- 
vasion, are intending to stir np 
the populace and cause the people 
of both Kuangsi and Kuangtung 
to look upon each other with hos- 
tility, but so long as Kuangtung 
remains friendly towards Kuangsi, 
the latter will never mobilize its 
soldiers against the former, other- 
wise Kuangsi will have no hesita- 
tion in protecting its own territory 
to the+utmost of its power.”— 
Eastern News Agency. 


Not Favoured in the South 


. Canton, April 17. 
Reports from other provinces be- 
ing without exception unfavourable 
towards the South in respect of the 
election of the President and the 
formation of the formal govern- 
“ment, the voices of those who are 
against such action as being prema- 
ture are once again predominant, 
and public opinion is inclined to 
. postpone the inauguration of ‘the 
President for the present. Mbre- 
over, as the radicals appear to be 
anxious to keep harmony within 
the revolutionary party, it is now 
generally believed hero that the 
inauguration of Dr. Sun will be 
postponed indefinitely. — Eastern 
News Agency. 





Dr. Sun’s Reception as President 
— 


Describing the reception of the 
news that Dr. Sun Yat-sen had 
been elected President of China, 
tho “Canton Times” says:—When 
the result was announced all ex- 
pressed their joy by acclamation 
and stamping of feet. Immediate- 
ly news of the election was flashed 
to the Chinese in the United 
States, Europe, Australia, Canada, 
Mexico, Shanghai, and all other 
cities in China. Newscarriers 
rushed the news all over the 
-eity which was received with 
great jubilation by the peo- 
ple. Fire-crackers were set off by 
the different public organizations, 
shops and government offices, while 
people were shaking hands with 
each other on the streets, congratu- 
lating themselves on the election. 
of this popular statesman and 
leader of young China. Dr. Sun 
Yat-sen was in his private office 
when he was informed of the re- 
sult of the election by_some of his 
intimate colleagues. He received 
the news very calmly, turning 
around to his colleagues and in a 
grave tone remarked, “There is 
hope for China. The responsibilit- 
ies entrusted upon our. shoulders 
by the people are great. It means 
that we must work harder and 
fight for the Constitutional cause 
~with a determined will.” 


Tang Shao-yi against Sun 
Hongkong, April 19. 
The Canton correspondent of the 
“Morning Post’? learns that Tang 
Shao-yi is strongly opposed to the 
election of Dr. Sun Yat-sen as 
President and that his opposition 
is causing the postponement of the 
inauguration of Dr. Sun.—Reuter. 





SELF-GOVERNMENT MOVE 





Dr, Sun’s Plan for the South 
Hongkong, April 19. 

According to the ‘Hongkong 
Telegraph,” Dr. Sun Yat-sen yes- 
terday submitted a bill to the Ad- 
ministrative Council at Canton, 
proposing the adoption of a federal 
system. In doing so, he contend- 
ed that provincial self-government 
was an urgent matter, and neces- 
sitated the appointment of a head. 
He proposed to convert the Mili- 
tary Government into a league of 
self-governing provinces, with the 
+President at its head. The Pre- 
sident would deal with foreign 
affairs, and not interfere in mat- 
ters of internal administration. 
He announced that the various pro- 
vinces had been notified according- 
ly.—Reuter. 

—+o-_—_ 


Salary-Cutting in Peking 
Peking, April 14. 
The officials employed in the 
courts have sent a protest to the 
Minister gf Justice against the 
proposed reduction of their salaries 
by the Government. They claim 
that it is distinctly stipulated in 
the Constitution that the salaries of 
judicial officials cannot be reduced, 
nor can judicial officials hold con- 
current posts. The petition con- 
cludes by. urging the Minister of 
Justice -to do his utmost to per- 
suade the Government not to carry 
out the proposed reductions.— 
Reuter. 





Where Money is Really 
Needed 


Peking, April 18. 

Yesterday, the Union of Public 
Bodies here presented a petition to 
the Premier and the Minister of 
Communications respectively, re- 
questing them to provide $200,000 
per month for the expenses of the 
eight Government schools and im- 
mediately to check the restless trend 
in the educational world.—Eastern 
News Agency. 


———+++-___ 


Import of Arms to China 
Washington, April 17. 
The State Department requests 
that the Act of 1912, prohibiting the 
shipment of arms to American 
countries, shall be amended. The 
Foreign Relations Committee of 
the Senate has considered the re- 
quest, which is designed primarily 
to stop the shipment of munitions 
to China, and the early enactment 
of the amendment is proposed. 
Some foreign Powers ‘have re- 
quested the United States to join 
in the effort to prevent the ship- 
ment of munitions to all countries 
where revolutions are in progress. 
—U. S. Navy Redio through Reuter. 











Franco-Chinese Entente © 
Paris, April 18. 

Chu Ch’i-chien the special envoy 
of the President of the Chinese Re- 
public, who is shortly arriving in 
Paris for the purpose of further 
strengthening the intellectual and 
commercial bonds between France 
and China, will visit President 
Millerand and confer with a num- 
ber of distinguished personages and 
bodies concerned with the intellec- 
tual and commercial advancement 
of China. No fewer than - three 
railway vans will be needed to 
transport the numerous presents to 
France which he is bringing. These 
include numerous pieces of valu- 
able embroidery, one of which is 
reputed to be 3,000 years old.— 
Reuter. - 





The Opium in Yunnan 
Peking, April 14. 

The Yunnan Government last 
year, according to information re- 
ceived by the Internationa] Anti- 
Opium Association, printed. and 
issued a pamphlet, entitled “Yun- 
nan Opium Prohibition,” which 
contained a so-called prohibition 
system, imposing a tax of $2 a 
mow on land used: for the cultiva- 
tion of poppy. Ninety per cent. of 
this tax had to be forwarded to the 
provincial treasury, three per cent. 
handed to the local Magistrate, 
and seven per cent. retained by the 
collector., It is not yet known 
whether the fall of General Tang 
Chi-yao brought an end to this 
“prohibition.” —Reuter. 





Russo-Chinese Trade 2 


Peking, April 18. 

It is reported unofficially that 
the Government will enter into, 
negotiations with M. Yourin dur- 
ing this week, with a view to 
arranging trade relations between 
China and the Russian Far-East- 
ern Republic.—Reuter. 





FRICTION BETWEEN CHINA 
AND PORTUGAL 





Absurd Scare Report 
Peking, April 20. 


A sensational report was recently 
circulated by a Lisbon correspond- 


ent, to the effect that war was 
imminent between China and 
Portugal. Strained relations be 


tween these two countries had, it 
was stated, been caused by China’s 
refusal to permit the Portuguese to 


construct_an efficient harbour at 
Macao. The correspondent went 
on to say that Britain was sup- 


porting China on this question, as 
Britain feared that the harbour at 
Macao would prove a dangerous 
competitor to Hongkong. 

The British Government brought” 
this report to the attention of the 
Portuguese Government, and the 
latter issued an emphatic denial 
which completely removed the 
misapprehension created by the 


report. The report was telegraph- 
ed to Rio de Janeiro, among other 
places.—Reuter. 





Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 





‘ 


230 


THE NORTH-CHINA HERALD. 





VIEWS OF THE 


CHINESE PRESS 





Extraterritoriality and Municipal Affairs: A Warning Against 


Flattering 


Various questions were discussed 
in the Chinese Press during the 
past fortnight, covering a wide 
field and including not a few that 
are of more than ordinary interest. 
With regard to the general situa- 
tion in this country, no improve- 
ment at all, whether political, 
economical or otherwise, can 
chronicled if, indeed, it has not be- 
come worse. Several papers have 
seriously declared that it is neces- 
sary for the nation to institute some 
kind of. popular supervision not 
only over its. expenditure but over 
every action of the Government, if 
the nation is to be saved from drift- 
ing to bankruptcy and destruction. 


Dividends 


care is not exercised in time. 
effect, the paper says: 

Tn recent years, banks run cn 
modern lines have been established 
in this country in large numbers. 
In Shanghai alone, there are -now 
over 50 such banks. As a result of 
keen competition, it has not been 
unusual for a newly established 
bank to declare andi pay a very 
handsome dividend with the view 
of attracting investors if it needs 
additional capital or wishes to in- 
crease the market value of its 
shares. In most cases, the amount 
given out as net profit has really 
been a generous portion of gross 
receipts, certainly not what share- 


In 





Tho Peking Government is re-{holders were entitled to receive. 
ported to have instructed its re-| Then the bonus paid to the staff of 
presentatives abroad to try their|@ bank has been increasing in 


hardest to convince the foreign 
Powers of its having successfully 
achieved the unification of the 
country, with a view to obtaining 
a big foreign loan for the purposes 
of reorganization and in order to 
prolong its miserable existence. 


The Presidential Mandate refut- 
ing the monarchical rumours 1s 
generally received with derision, 
for its assertions and assurances 
will prove futile so long as the 
principal offenders are not only 
pardoned but even appointed to 
special and high posts. A more 
effective way to counteract such 
mischievous rumours would be to 
dismiss Chang Hsun from office and 
for him to live in strict retirement 
and under proper surveillance. 

The proposal to erect a special 
temple for the worship of Li Shun, 
the late Tuchun of Kiangsu, is not 
favourably received by the’ “Sin- 
wanpao” and most of the local 
papers. The absurdity of such a 
proposal is pointed out, inasmuch 


amount every year, never decreas- 
ing. To pay unjustified bonuses to 
bank staffs is as illegal as to pay 
unwarranted dividends to share- 
holders. As far as the making of 
a handsome profit is concerned, an- 
nual reports issued by these banks 
read almost alike nowadays. But 
how long can these banks stand the 
strain? While they may find it an 
advantageous or profitable thing to 
do so for a time or on certain oc- 
easions, there will surely come a day 
when it will no longer be possible 
for them to keep up the false pace 
soma of them have set for them- 
selves. The present practice is 
suicidal in the extreme. Bankers 
jshould tread on firm ground, pur- 
sue a cautious policy, and eschew 
all dishonest and deceptive prac- 
tices as quite beneath them... We 
hasten to utter this warning iv 
good faith. 





EXTRATERRITORIALITY. 


‘There are questions that require 
our ur3zent attention and questions 
t 





aa Ti Shun had done nothing vers! that may te shelved. for ‘a. time, 
meritorious or deserving suc! an th “Sh 2? . 
honour in this provines. On tho|{0" the Skunzao.” — Tegarding 


contrary, it was due to him that 
the annual military disbursements 
in Kiangsu were raised from $4,800,- 


000 during Feng Kuo-chang’s tenure 


of office, to $11,000,000 ap- 
proximately at the time his death. 


Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s Erection. 

The election of Dr. Sun Yat-sen 
as Extraordinary President by an 
extraordinary session of the old 
Parliament is generally r2garded 
fas a farce and on a par with the 
futile attempt made by Peking to 
create a fresh parliament to prove 
the unity of the country. In some 
quarters, Dr. Sun is believed to 
have deliberately laid himself open, 
to ridicule and criticism -by taking 








our external policy, it should be 
our primary effort to respect and 
preserve al] rights and privileges 
stipulated in our treaties with for- 
eign Powers, while any revision of 
such treaties with a view to regain- 
ing those rights and privileges al- 
ready conceded therein may wait 
during the time when our reform 
and reorganization measures are at 
a standstill. 
Recently, foreign 
repeatedly sounded a note . of 
alarm in their press against 
China’s urgent but quite natural 
desire to abolish extraterritoriality 
enjoyed by foreign sojourners in 
this country. Some of them have 
even suggested the desirability of 
despatching a delegation to the 





writers have 


this mad plunge in order to at-| Council of the Le: i 

eh Youn ague of Nations 
tract the attention of the Powers] in anticipati 
to himself and thereby frustra in anticipation of, and for the pur. 


Peking’s pretension to the unifica- 
tion of the Republic. 


Bank Divipenns. 

In the opinion of the “Republican 
Daily News,” the boom in Chinese 
banking business may end in the 
doom of the bankers concerned if 

-£ 
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pose of fighting, any such proposal 
that China’s delegation might sub- 
mit. Passing over what appears 
to us to be a suggestion rather too 
premature, and also whatever idea 
and aim our own Government may 
hold, and speaking from the stand- 
point of our people alone, we have 
no-hesitancy in saying that, inas- 
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much as China has not yet “opened 
her mouth” even on the rights and. 
privileges in Shantung which she 


has never abandoned obviously. 
she can have no time to 
spare to discuss the pro- 


blematic question of regaining such 
rights and privileges as she has cer— 
tainly already renounced by the 
treaties; and since lawsuits between. 
Chinese and Chinese in their own, 
country are still being tried and 
decided practically by foreigners. 
against whose verdict no appeal is 
allowed, it would appear that she 
can have no time at present to 
consider the question of getting, 
Chinese to try and decide the law- 
suits of foreigners. 

The “Shunpao”? emphasizes the. 
importance of discrimination be- 
tween things urgent and things not. 
urgent. If you occupy yourself 
with things not urgent first, you. 
will surely neglect things urgent. 
It concludes by pointing out that 
extraterritoriality is one thing, but. 
the system of the Mixed Court. 
quite another; that what foreigners 
are advocating to keep intact is 
based upon the treaty which pro~ 
vides that foreigners residing in 
China are not subject to the juris- 
diction of a Chincso court; and 
that the Mixed Court, according to 
treaty, is a Chinese court, at which 
a foreign consul may sit to watch 
the trial of any case in which a 
foreigner should be the plaintiff. 
These are two institutions are 
fundamentally different, and they 
should not be confused one with the 
other. 


NationaL RerRENCHMENT. 

Dealing with the proposals of Pe- 
king for retrenchment, the “Shaun 
pao” points to the impotence of 
the Government and strength of 
the militarists. It points out 
that if the Government cannot com- 
pel the militarists to obey, the only 
possible reduction in the adminis- 
trative expenditure that may be 
made will be at the sacrifice of 
petty officials who have neither 
power nor influence to back up 
their protest. However, even these 
petty officials may acquire power 
and become formidable by uniting: 
themselves, as has been tho case with 
the teachers and officers of the Pe- 
king schools who have declared a 
strike in order to get their salaries. 
paid, and as has also been done by 
the judicial officials who have 
jointly threatened to strike unless: 
their claim for exemption from 
any reduction in salaries be acceded, 
to. If this scheme is not judicious- 
ly and delicately handled during 
its execution, then even the hopo- 
of effecting a slight saving of pub- 
lic funds at the expense of petty 
officials may evaporate into thim 
air. 

Bota Drvicutep anp DiscustEn. 

The “Sinwanpao” has published: 
a series of articles on the same sub- 
ject .It says that it is extremely: 
disgusted with this glibly spoken 
term, “retrenchment policy,” which: 
has never yet been enforceable. 
Although the Central Government, 
by the appointment of a special re-~ 
trenchment~commission to study,. 
discuss and perfect this scheme, 
seems to be quite in earpest to put 
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it through this time, the “Sin 
wanpao” has its doubts «s regards 
its practicability in view cf the 


obstacles which have 
surmounted before. 


numerous 
never been 


Besides, any curtailment in_ the 
administrative expenditure alone, 
without carrying out the disband- 


ment scheme at the same time, 
would not be adequate to save 
China from drifting to her finan- 
cial ruin. 

The paper concurs in the opinion 
expressed by the “‘Shunpao” that 
the Government is contemptuously 
powerless to reach the pockets of 
militarists, so it contemplates 
carrying out a retrenchment pro- 
gramme while shelving the disband- 
ment question. It is also powerless) 
to deal with civil officials in tho; 
provinces as it would like to, so it 
turns its attention to civil officials 
of lower ranks in Peking, not be- 
ing courageous enough to beard the 
lions holding high and important 
posts there. The paper advocates 
that payment of salaries to persons 
holding several concurrent posi- 
tions be stopped, each official to be. 
entitled to receive a salary for one 
post only ; that duplicate and useless 
offices be abolished (such as the Bu- 
reau of Forestry and Agriculture) ; 
superfluous officials and staffs be 
dismissed. It also demands a 
radical revision of the schedule of 
official salaries. In conclusion, the 
‘Sinwanpao” does not put much 
faith in the successful outcome of 
the scheme, saying that the result 
of this elaborate schere will be tho 
abolition of une or two unimportant 
and inexpensive posts and the dis- 
missal of a few lower rank and 
poorly paid officials only. It 
counsels the Government to develop 
‘the rich resources of this country or 
to encourage their development by 
private enterprise as a sure means 
of improving the financial position 
of the Government as well as en- 
riching the nation as a whole. 


Frenziep Frnance. 

The ‘“Shunpao” ironically, re- 
marks that there is nothing doing 
in China to-day that can dispense 
with a loan. A loan seems to he 
a handy thing in the liquidation of 
old loans. Since a fresh loan may 
‘be floated for the readjustment of 
certain home loans, we may as well 
isste a loan for the purpose of 
carrying out our retrenchment 
policy. Since arrears of pay can 
Be met by the issue of a loan, 
why mav we not wipe off all our 
old, outstanding accounts by simi- 
Jar means? The trouble and an- 
noyance caused by insistent demand 
for payment by credifors may thus} 
be avoided, and the educational 
evisis as a result of the teachers’ 
strike averted. 


Dr. Werirnetox Koo anp 
SHANTUNG. 

Some time ago, a report gained 
considerable currency in Peking to 
‘the effect that Dr. Wellington Koo 
was disposed to favour direct ne- 
gotiations with Japan on the Shan- 
tung question. As Dr. Foo has 
since telegraphically requested the 
-Presidency and the Cabinet. to dis- 
cover who enread this report and to 
‘have him punished, the report is 
of course not worth crediting. 





‘of our willingness 
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Dr. Koo, as a diplomat, has 
earned for himself an enviable re- 
putation. His telegram refuting! 
the report should be sufficient to; 
quiet suspicion. But, such a base- 
less rumour might well have arisen] S. 
from our abstention from submit-j 
ting the Shantung case before tho! 
Council of the League of Nations;! 
for barring direct negotiation, the! 
case should and could only be sub-| 
mitted to the League of Nations for 
a fair verdict. 

That it has not been so submitted; 
up till the present time has aroused 
doubts and misgivings. The re-! 
ference in a speech by the Japan- 
ese Foreign Minister in the Japan- 
ese Dict to our forbearance as proof 

i to negotiate | ‘ 
directly, has added considerably to 
our misgivings. Hence, the rumou 
mongers seized the psychological 
moment to vend their wares. At 
the first session of the League of 
Nations, we refrained from submit- 
ting our Shantung case, because we 
wished to avoid any action that 
might undermine the foundation of 
the Council, as was explained by 
Dr. Koo. Do not fail to submit it 
when the League holds its second 
session. As Dr. Koo takes an 
active part on the Administrative 
Committee, he should make early 
and adequate preparations to fight 
the case to the best of his ability. 


‘Tar Yancxincpana ReGutations. 

Under the above heading, the 
“Shunpao” has published an il- 
luminating article against any in- 
ereaso in’ wharfage dues, even 
should the inorease be justified and 
necessary, on the question of prin- 
ciple. Chinese residents in the Set- 
tlement have always been — snubbed 
when they expressed any views con- 
cerning the Settlement, even were 
such views quite sane and reason- 
able. Why, because Chinese re- 
sidents have no such rights accord- 
ing to the Yangkingpang regula- 
tions. To amend these regulations, 
a tedious procedure had to be fol- 
lowed. Hence, however dissatisfied | 
the Chinese may feel, they have 














; joke, 





perforce to submit. Nor should 
they complain of foreigner’s in- 
justice a until these regulations, 





which were framed and sanctioned 
with the consent of the Chinese at 
the time, have been altered. 

The paper then severely criticizes 
tho illegal action taken by tho 

S.M.C. in attempting to raise the 
wharfage dues, which can only be 
increased by mutual consent be- 
tween the Chinese Government and 
the Diplomatic Corps after the 
Consular Body and the Chinese 
authorities here have discussed the 
matter and agreed upon the amount 
of increase. e S.M.C. have no 
power to act.in this matter singly. 
The Yangkingpang regulations 
must be respected. Tho letter ad- 
dressed by the Superintendent of 
Customs to tho Chinese General 
Chamber of Commerce, asking for 
its consent to the raising of thé 
dues must have ‘been meant as a 
for the Chineso General 
Chamber, even willing to agree, has 
no more power to alter the Yang- 
kingpang regulations alone than 
the S.M.C. or the Superintendant 
of Customs. 





A group of Chinese merchants in 
Java have appointed an industrial 
mission to China, to assist in the 
development of.-China’s industries 
and the introduction of Chinese 
products abroad. 


Pexine, April 16.—The Waichiao- , 
pu is reported to have prepared 
the draft treaty between China and 
Germany, the text of which com- 
prises ten articles ‘and collateral 
conditions.—Eastern News Agency. 





Tue Chinese Government in addi- 
tion to contributing $1,000 as fun- 
eral expenses has made’ a grant of 
$8,000 to the family of the late Dr. 
Yu who died of plague in Shantung 
while engaged in combating the 
epidemic. 





A Presidential Mandate appoints 
Tuan Shu-yun to the post of Direc- 
tor-General to supervise the worl 
of constructing of Haichow, . in 
Chekiang, the future terminus of 
the Lung-Hai railway, into a com- 
mercial port. 
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Chang Tso-lin and Empire: 
Russian Treaty Rights: 
Mixed Court and 
Model Court 


From Rodney Gilbert. 


Peking, April 14. 

Mr. Ray Atherton, 2nd Secretary 
of the American legation has gone 
to Japan on a special mission. 





. 
ve 

Stories of the conversations _be- 
tween Yii Chung-han, Chang Tso- 
lin’s special delegate to Japan, and 
officials of the Japanese Govern- 
ment, which have seeped into official 
circles in Peking, confirm beyond 
all doubt that Chang Tso-lin had 
made up his mind to father a re- 
storation movement and that he 
sought Japaneso support for it. 
Chinese who are in touch with 
Japanese affairs say that the monar- 
chy movement was Yii’s major topic 
of conversation in Tokio and that 
the Japanese civil government re- 
fused to consider his propositions. 
It is well known here that what- 
ever Yii’s mission, it was pronounc- 
ed a failure when he returned to 
Mukden, While it is generally 
known that the Japanese Govern- 
ment refused to consider the sug- 
gestion of a restoration, it is 
suspected that the Japanese super- 
government, the military in other 
words, may have pledged some sup- 
port and that it was upon this that 
the plans which publicity alone 
have frustrated were based. This, 


however, is only Chinese specula- 
tion. = 


* 
as 

The proposed establishment of a 
special office under Wang ~ Huai- 
ching, chief of the Metropofitan 
defence forces, for the control of 
non-treaty aliens, is regarded with 
no little anxiety by local Russians. 
In spite of the fact that the Chin- 
ese Government assured the Diplo- 
matic Body last autumn that Rus- 
sian treaty rights were neither 
abrogated nor in suspension, but 
that the Chinese Government pro- 
posed to function in the stead of 
Russian diplomatic and consular 
officers, the Chineso attitude in 
Mongolia and Manchuria towards 
Russians in China has been that of 
& conquering people towards in- 
terned aliens. It is therefore fear- 
ed that the newly created office will 
assume the functions of an intern- 
ment commission, that Russians 
will be asked to register and report 
periodically and that their conduct 
will be governed by local police re- 
gulations. The Diplomatic Body is 
interested in this and is watching 
the new bureau closely because it 
is at last realized that the Chinese 
are inclined to use the unaccustom- 
ed rights over German and Austrian 
subjects, which were incidental to 
war conditions, as a stepping stone 
to more comprehensive control of 
foreigners generally, and are taking 


.# J . : 
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advantage of political differences 
among Russians in China to impose 
upon them a degree of control 
under Chinese practice which would 
be equivalent to an abrogation of 
treaty obligations. The local Rus- 
sian colony may be unwarranted in 
these assumptions, but their an- 
xioty is to some degree shared in 
all the Legations. 

Reports from Shanghai indicate 
that there has been some discussion 
in Chinese circles of the possible 
rendition of the Mixed Court to 
Chinese officialdom. It can be said 
on the best authority that mb such; 
suggestion has ever been made to 
the Legations in Peking by any 
Government department, but it is 
equally certain that the Mixed 
Courts have been the subject of no 
littlo discussion and gossip in the 
Ministry of Justice here and that 
it is this undercurrent of unex- 
pressed desire which has been re- 
flected in Shanghai. 

* 

A great deal of Chinese hope 
seems to have been focussed upon 
the suggested model court, and a 
logically inclined Chinese friend 
of the writer’s, who dabbles in 
law, recently incurred the hos- 
tility of a whole dinner party re- 
cruited from the Ministry of 
Justice by suggesting that the 
model court was in itself a con- 
fession of weakness and conveyed 
to the foreign observer the im- 
pression that there was something 
radically wrong with Chinese 
justice if a special institution had 
to be created to deal with Sino- 
foreign legal relations. It is a 
fact that one high official of the 
Ministry of Justice who has been 
telling his associates that the model 
court would cover phases of legal 
relations which no other institu- 
tion in Shanghai could touch, was 
forced to confess that he had_never 
heard that. there was a British 
Supreme Court in Shanghai or 
that other nationals had courts o: 
equivalent standing. * 

we 

These same propagandists hava 
been telling Chinese officialdom 
that the Chinese residents of the 
International Concession are sore- 
ly prejudiced against the Mixed, 
Court and that nearly every publi¢ 
body in Shanghai has petitioned 
for the modification or abolitiof. 
of the Court. To the Legations this 
news comes as a complete surprise 
and one well informed secretary 
yesterday remarked to the writer 
that he would have to see the 
original petitions from Shanghai 
to believe the story. His argu- 
ment was that while the foreigners 
wha participate in Mixed Court 
functions, no longer confine them- 
selves to watching court procedure 
but assume the functions of _ the 
judge while the Chinese incumbent 
looks on, the merchant organiza- 
tions in Shanghai exist and exist 
in prosperity through the protec- 
tion of just such institutions as 
the Mixed Court and prefer Shang- 
hai justice to the hazy and uncer- 
tain administration of the native 
courts in their home towns or they 
would not be in the Settlement at 








all but would be living and doing 
business in the centres of produc- 
tion and distribution. The Chin- 
ese merchant is a shrewd person 
with little inclination towards un- 
productive sentiment’ or abstract 
national pride and it is not be 
lieved in the Legations that he 
would be a volunteer in a crusade 
to break down the institution un- 
der which he has thriven in the 
Settlements while his brethren in. 
the native communities have been 
spending their best energies keep- 
ing their little shops open in spite 
of mandarin justice and the ex- 
acting military. It would be in- 
teresting to know just what public: 
bodies in Shanghai sufficiently 
crave the privilege of submitting 
themselves to a Chinese court, 
model or otherwise, to address 
petitions. to Peking suggesting the 
rendition of the Mixed Court. 


The Great Dust Storm: And the 
Storm in Mongolia: What 
Says Chang Tso-lin? 





By Fei Chialu, 


Peking, April 13. 

To write about Peking’s wind and 
dust storms is to drag your readers: 
to boredom, but the one we are hay- 
ing to-day will remain memorable 
for many a day to come for fierce- 
ness and duration of time. A ser- 
vant emphatically declares that this. 
is the worst he has encountered 
during the past 50 years of his life, 
_ he assures you that it augurs- 

It started to blow before noon, 
and as the afternoon wore on it 
increased in strength and ferocity, 
until now, at 8 o’clock, it is raging 
as if we were going to see a rend- 
ing and upheaving of all nature. 
The busy thoroughfares were quite 
deserted in the afternoon and such' 
pedestrians as you saw staggering 
along them all wore expressions in 
their faces very much reminiscent 
of the day that carried off Dickens’ 
Ham Peggotty. The only difference 
is that where you had sweeping 
gusts of rain then, we are having 
heavy showers of sand. ‘Sand is 
everywhere. It seems to be en- 
veloping the whole universe. and 
you wonder whether the Russian 
adventurer, in leading his cosmo- 
politan hordes southwest, is not 
sending all the dust of the Gobi 
as his advance guard to invest 
Peking. 


Grave Position 1n Moncotta. 

The situation in Mongolia is go- 
ing from bad to worse, and it does: 
not require much effort of one’s 
volition to connect this_ terrible 
dust ‘storm with Baron Ungern’s: 
southward advance. The Govern- 
ment recently ordered the Metro- 
politan Police authorities to pro- 
secute any newspaper printing un- 
authenticated news concerning 
Mongolia. It denies that any un- 
favourable development has lately 
taken place this side of Udde. 
But in spite of this denial it seems 
that Pankiang has fallen. 

Pankiang is not quite 200 li from 
Kalgan. It is the chief strategic 
point between Udde and Kalgan. 
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After taking this station the in- 
vading forces will probably fall 
upon Tapa, 80 li from Kalgan. The 
Government forces are said to be 
concentrating round this last! 
strategic advantage beyond the 
pass, but it is difficult to ascertain 
the strength and reliability of these 
forces. Martial law was proclaim- 
ed in Kalgan several days ago and 
the local press states that the city 
is nearing a state of panic. 
PEKING UNCONCERNED. 

But the news, though threaten- 
ing, does not seem to have pro- 
duced much effect in Peking. The 
equanimity of the Chin Yun-peng 
administration is still undisturbed. 


- Three of the nine Cabinet Ministers 


are on sick leave, and the Govern- 
ment seems to be utterly incapable 
of shaking off the lethargy that is 
binding it hand and foot. “The Pre- 
sident appears to be more interest- 
ed in Sun Wen’s election to Can- 
ton’s mock presidency than in the 
Joss of all China’s territory outside 
of Peking. The Premier, who is 
concurrently Minister of War, has 
so far not yet evolved a plan of 
recovering the lost territory or de- 
fending the land that is still 
nominally under Government con- 
trol. The Commander-in-Chief of 
the Relief Forces left Peking not 
many days ago. He was dilly- 
dallying here arguing with the Gov- 
ernment about men and money 
whilst one strategic point after an- 
other was being lost to the coun- 
try. 


A Savy Force axp a Bic. 


According to one source of in- 
formation the invading forces con- 
sist of only 3,000 men, led in three 
flanking formations by Ungern, 
Romanoff and Karunoff respective. 
ly, whilst between Fengtien and 
Chihli there are no less than 300,000 
troops that could be sent against 
them if only the Government had 
the power to do so. But the fact 
is that the Cabinet is a mere play- 
thing of the Tuchun in Fengtien 
and dares not do anything until it 
is sure that it has Fengtien’s con- 
sent. The Chihli troops are said 
to have requested the Government 
more than once to be sent to the 
front, but for certain reasons of 
policy no advantage has been taken 
of their offer. Now, the head- 
quarters of the Fengtien troops are 
reported to have received orders to 
detach one mixed brigade from 
Kalgan. The date of departure of 
these troops is not yet fixed. 


A PurUp Jos? 


It would seem from this that the 
authorities in Fengtien are be- 
ginning to take the situation more 
seriously, but a report in one of the 
local papers almost makes this 
supposition unwarrantable. It says 
that on April 4 General Wu Chin- 
sheng, the Tuchun of Heilungkiang, 
sent an aide-de-camp to Fengtien 


-as an escort to a special representa-~ 


tive of the Hutuktu named Chu Fu- 
hou, whose mission was to request 
General Chang Tso-lin to remove 
the misunderstanding between the 
Central Government and the Living 
Buddha. This request-was acceded 
to and a Military Council was held 
on April 5 at which the Fengtien 
Tuchun is represented as having 





said ‘The Hutuktu should solve 
the Mongolian question himself. If 
he will have nothing to do with 
the Russians, I can undertake to 
explain his loyalty to the Central 
Government and despatch three 
full divisions of troops to Urga to 
protect the city.” 

Such a story, if it is true, lends 
colour to the report current some 
time ago, that the militarists were 
in league with Ungern and _ the 
Mongol insurgents, and it will Le 
interesting to watch further dev 
lopments. 


A Srupenr Demonstration. 


\ The students of the Government 
schools held a demonstration in the 
city yesterday. A procession of 
nearly 1,000 boy and girl students 
paraded the streets between the 
Ministry of Education and the Pre- 
sident’s office. The gates to the 
President’s office were closed for 
fear that the crowd might enter 
the premises to inconvenience the 
officials. Finally eight representa- 
tives wtre elected by the students 
to interview a secretary whom the 
President had delegated to receive 
them on his behalf. The secretary’s 
reply to their demand for education 
was considered unsatisfactory by 
the students and it was threatened 
that further demonstrations would 
soon take place. The entrance to 
the President’s office was heavily 
guarded by armed troops. 


Wax, Witt bs Rerrencuen? 


Since its formation the Retrench- 
ment Commission has held several 
meetings, but no decision has been 
reached as to how the Govern- 
ment’s expenditure might be cut 
down. Practically every member 
of the Comission holds several 
sinecures concurrently with his 
official posts, and before a general 
rule applicable to all the Govern- 
ment departments has been found 
a number of exceptions has already 
been established regarding the re- 
ducing of the staffs and abolishing 
of offices.* Certain minor officials 
will probably eventually have to 
suffer from the decision of the Com- 
mission, but the members of the 
Commission themselves ‘will most 
likely retain their concurrent posts, 
as they are either personally con- 
nected with the President or the 
Premier. 











Pexinc, April 14.—Thé Wai- 
chiaopu has ,proposed that the 
Government should appoint a com- 
missioner of foreign affairs at 
Amoy, in view of the importance of 
the relations between Japan ani 
China, and of the fact in this con- 
nexion that Amoy is the most im- 
portant port. in Fukien.—Reuter. 


Accorpinc to the Chinese Press, 
the strike of the teachers is spread: 
ing throughout the provinces, where 
tho educational funds have fre- 
quently been misappropriated by 
the militarists. The teachers in 
Shantung, Fukien and Hupeh, ac- 
cording to telegraphic information, 
have threatened to walk out unless 
their arrears are paid at once, and 
a fixed source of revenue be set 
aside for meoting educational ex- 





penditure. 


sufficient number of 





MORE CHINESE REFUGEES 
FROM URGA = 


In Pitiable Plight: What is Done 
to Help Them 
Peking, April 18. 

The following report of the Chin- 
ese Official Observer is dated 
Manchuli, April 3:— 

This morning there arrived an- 
other—the third—trainload of Chin- 
ese refugees from Urga, consisting 





of some 1,600 persons. The Chita 
Railway authorities are” paying 
special attention to the quick 


despatch of trains once they leave 
Verkhne-Udinsk, the itrip in this 
this instance from that place to 
Manchuli taking six days, one of 
which was spent at Chita. From 
all accounts there are still over 
20,000 Chinese, who have fled from 
Mongolia, to be evacuated, and the 
lot of the last batches will be worse 
than that of those who are arriving 
at present, for many of these have 
been able to save a little money to 
buy bread on the way, which they 
are sharing with those who have 
nothing. 
Svcw Heur as May Be. 

At Verkhne-Udinsk the branch 
of the Chinese Chamber of Com- 
merce attends, as far as is possible 
owing to the lack of funds and 
food-supplies, to the distribution of 
black bread to the refugees whilst 
they are at Verkhne-Udinsk, with 
a small quantity for the journey, 
for they. get no further supply, 
until they arrive at Manchu. 
Here they are being well treated 
both by ‘the Chinese officials and 
the Chamber of Commerce. 

From all accounts it was _ those 
who were able to get hold of 
conveyances to carry them from 
Kiachta to Verkhne-Udinsk by the 
highroad who got away first, but 
there are far more persons left 
behind to walk the journey who 
are absolutely destitute - and are 
actually dying on the road from 
exposure and hunger. It is up to 
the Chinese Government to under- 
take the necessary relief. 

Furr or Trains Mucu NEepep. . 

‘The question of fuel for the 
locomotives is also one that must 
not be pushed aside, for although 
there are coal mines along the 
Zabaikal Railway, there is an in- 
workers to 
mine the coal or even to load it 
into the locomotives, for these 
workers are getting no pay and 
very little food, and therefore they ® 
will not work. Between Chita and 


d | Manchuli, when coal was needed for 


the locomotives, it was the Chinese 
themselves who loaded it up so that 
the train should not be delayed. 

The Chinese Eastern Railway has 
lent the Zabaikal Railway 500’ cars 
and 20 locomotives for the purpose 
of evacuating these Chinese re- 
fugees quickly and owing to the 
short life of rollingstock on the 
latter line. The management of 
the Zabaikal Railway has, however, 
been unable to take delivery of the 
engines, owing to not having the 
necessary coal, for which applica- 
tion was made and consent given 
to supply. The coal has not yet 
been handed over for some petty 
reason or other.—Reuter. 
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MONGOL OVERTURES 
TO PEKING 





The Revolt Explained:No Desire 
for Breach but Return to 
Old Relationships 


Peking, April 14. 

It is officially stated that the 
overtures from Urga which were 
presented to the Presidency were 
signed by the Hutukhtu, and bore 
all the ranks previously conferred 
upon him by the Chinese Govern- 
ment. The Note began by explain- 
ing that the revolt was against the 
administration instituted by General 
Heu Shu-tseng, which was very 
harsh towards the Mongols. Outer 
Mongolia merely desired autonomy 
“on the old lines,” and had no 
desire to sever all relations with 
China. Outer Mongolia had re 
ceived foreign assistance in freeing 
Urga, and was under foreign in- 
fluence, but, if China would -re- 
ognize its autonomy, and aid in 
restoring normal conditions, Outer 
Mongolia would undertake to dis- 
pel this foreign influence. The 
document is in the nature of a 
petition. It does not mention 
Baron Ungern, only referring to 
him indirectly as “foreign in- 
fluence.” 


Curva AGREEABLD, 


The Government is now drafting 
a reply, saying that it is glad to 
Jearn that Outer Mongolia is still 
loyal to China; that China is will- 
ing to restore the old relations with 
Outer Mongolia, and that the latter 
should send a representative to 
Peking, with full plenipotientiary 
powers, to begin negotiations. 

The Chinese point out that Outer 
Mongolia is largely dependent upon 
Siberia and China for supplics— 
specially so upon Mongolia—and 
that if Outer Mongolia were cut of 
from these regions, the Mongols 
would soon be in serious difficulties. 
The Mongols’ connexion with the 
reactionary Russians renders their 
relations with the Reds less cordial 
than formerly, and it is, therefore, 
essential for them to establish 
friendship with China. 


Furthermore, the Mongols no 
doubt’ expect to be able to recover 
from the Chinese Government pay- 
ment for large numbers of cattle 
supplied to the Chinese troops at 
Urga (who were afterwards almost 
entirely slain by Ungern’s peopie 
and the Mongols.) 


Baron Uncery’s Positron. 


There is nothing in the 
Hutukhtu’s Note to indicate 
whether General Ungern was a 
party to the Note, but the 


Hutukhtu’s assertion that he would 
bo willing to dispel the foreign in- 
fluence there is taken as showing 
that he is ready to throw over Un- 
gern, if China accedes to the re- 
quests in the communication. 

The Chinese military authorities 
at Kobdo and Uliassutai report 
that the Mongols in that region 
were restless after the fall of Urga, 
bué that the former are able to 
maintain order.—Reuter. : 
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Fieutine Near Kracata. 
Harbin, April 11. 

Reports from Mongolia are most 
contradictory, but they all agree 
upon the fact that fighting is now 
proceeding near Kiachta and that 
the position of Mongol and Ungern 
forces is very strong. ‘The fact that 
one Chinese mixed brigade, con- 
sisting of infantry, cavalry and 
artillery, has unexpectedly crossed 
the Argun River in the north- 
western part of the Heiludsian pro- 
vince and has entered the territory 
of the Far Eastern Republic, is 
largely commented on here. 

It is believed that the representa- 
tive of the Chita Government has 
lodged a strong protest at the 
Chinese Diplomatic Bureau re- 
questing the immediate withdrawal 
of these troops and expressing fear 
that their presence on Russian 
territory might result in a conflict 
with the Red troops stationed on 
the frontier, which would lead to 
grievous complications and inevitab- 
ly strain good relations with China. 
—Reuter. - 





THE ABORTIVE COUP 
AT VLADIVOSTOK 





A Miserable Failure: Japanese 
Warning of Intervention 
in any Disorder 

Vladivostok, April 10. 


The chief local event of the last 
10 days was the attempted coup 
@etat of March 30/31. This 


miserable affair was the work of a! 


few adventurers from Harbin, as- 


sisted by a small section of the 
Grodekovo group. The forces at 
the disposal of the Vladivostok 


administration were quite sufficient 
to quell the rising, and, thanks to 


the Japanese troops, very little 
bloodshed resulted. te 

In connexion with this event, 
General Tachibana, Commanding 


the Japanese troops, informed Mr. 
Prokofieff, President of the Vladi- 
vostok National Assembly, that in 


the event of further disorders of 
this nature the Japanese would 
disarm both sides “to main 





order. He further said that in his 
opinion such occurrences were due 
to the lack of a proper democratic 
system of government. 

Mr. Prokofieff then drew the 
General’s attention to the various 
declarations which the Government 
has made as to its democratic in- 
tentions. The General, however, 
remarked that the declarations 
were one thing and the results in| 
actual practice quite another. He 
also said that the proposal to dis- 
solve the local National Assembly, 
if carried out, would be additional 
proof of lack of democratic inten- 
tions, and might compel the Japan- 
ese to consider the question of 
policing the district themselves in 
the interests of law and order. 


Kapretites Rervse To Stir. 


The idea of the promoters of the 
rising was to draw the Kappel 
troops’ into the business, get them 





to do all the work, and profit by 


[the results. “n this, however, they 


| reactionary 





were disappointed as the Kap- 
pelites refused to be drawn out. 

The local Communists also did 
all possible to make it appear as 
though the Kappel troops were to 
blame for the disorder and make 
a number of quite uncalled-for 
arrests amongst them. The pres- 
ence of the Japanese troops, how- 
ever, prevented any acts of Red 
terrorism. 

The ignominous failure of the 
rising proved conclusively that the 
extreme reactionary elements have 
little chance of starting any more 
adventures, and their efforts in this 
direction merely tend to strengthen 
the position of the Communists. 


Commentsts ann Socran Revowe- 

tronarres Drawing Toceraer. 

An interesting symptom in the 
political world in the Far East is 
an apparent tendency towards a 
reconciliation between the Com- 
munists and the Social Revolution- 
ary Party. 

At a meeting of the Maritime 
Region district committee of the 
Social Revolutionary party, held on 
March 29, Messrs. I, A. Yakousheft 
and G. P. Gratchoff were excluded 
from the party for infringement of 
party discipline, their misdemean- 
our apparently consisting in taking 
part in public meetings which had 
as their theme an anti-Communist 
campaign in the name of democracy. 

In Chita the Communists are 
making every endeavour to draw 
members of the Social Revolutionary _ 
party into the future Cabinet. In 
the local Vladivostok National 
Assembly the Social Revolutionary 
fraction, which, until recently, has 
voted with the opposition against 
the Communists, has begun to 
change its policy and, in the ques- 
tion of the arresting of the 
Kappelites, it was a  Socigl 
Revolutionary, _Plechanoff, who 
moved the amendment-of confidence 
in the actions of the Cabinet against 
which the Opposition had voted, 
and his motion was passed by a 
Communist majority. 

‘The much talked of conference of 
non-Socialist. organizations in 
Vladivostok has come to an end and 
the Harbin delegates have _re- 
turned under Japanese protection. 
The Conference achieved nothing, 
representing as it did merely . the 
elements. Even the 
local Cadet party decided to take 
no part in it, as they considered 
that any activities tending in the 
direction of reaction or intervention 
would merely prolong the period of 
disorder and were useless from an 
anti-Bolshevist point of view.— 


Reuter. 
Washington, April 20. 

The Far Eastern Republic of 
Chita has received orders from the 
Russian Bolsheviks to avoid any 
possible conflict with the Japanese, 
and to undertake, if possible, 
negotiations for a trade treaty with 
Japan, according to .an_ official 
advice received here.—U. 8. Navy 
Radio through Reuter 








Toxto, April 19—The Emperor 
has made a grant of Y.10,000 to 
the Japanese branch of the Y. M. 
C. A., in recognition of its services 
to the Japanese forces in Siberia. 
—Reuter. 
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HONAN OUTBREAK 
EXPLAINED 





Local Officer Working Against 
Tuchun: Peking Backing: 
- The Railway Cut 





From Our Own Correspondent. 


Kaifeng, April 18. 

The situation in this province at 
present is anything but hopeful. A 
month ago General Ch’en Chen- 
san, tho officer in charge of the 
militia at Changtehfu was dismiss- 
ed from his post, and went to Pe- 
king where, With a few others who 
had grievances against the Honan 
officials, he proceeded apparently 
to plan tronble for Tuchun Chao 
Ti. He kept up a correspondence 
with a Colonel Sun, ono of . his 
former subordinates at Changtehfu, 
and when the time was ripe, he 
placed before high officials in Pe- 
king a story that the soldiers were 
disaffected in Changteh and about 
to revolt, He pointed out, as far as 
can bo gathered, that he was the 
only one who could control the 
soldiers, and proceed to Changteh 
‘ostensibly in the réle of peace- 
maker. * 

Certain matters coming to light 
in connexion with Colonel Sun, the 
Tuchun issued orders for his dis- 
missal, but with the backing of 
General Chen, and, it is said, 
others high in office in Peking, 
Sun refused to give up his post, 
and his soldiers followed him in 
revolt. General Yoa Hsien-yu, who 
had taken the place of General 
Ch’en was established in Changteh 
city, and there the gates were kept 
closed from the 15th to the 17th. 
Last night, so it is said, Sun’s 
soldiers broke through the gates 
and looted the city, only three of 
the larger business’ establishments 
remaining untouched. These were 
the Bank of Communications, the 
cotton factory, and what is called 
the Ta Tui Yuan. 


Moutineers Try To Come Sourn. 

Having created a disturbance 
there the mutincers, who number- 
ed only three ying, about 1,500 
men, proceeded to commandeer cars 
and engines with the idea of 
reaching Kaifeng. It is said that 
a great number of brigands from 
that district had joined them so 
that it is quite possible the number 
exceeded the original regiments. 

They sent a message to General 
Wu Pei-fu’s_ soldiers stationed 
north of the Yellow River, to say 
that they were passing through, but 


word was sent back to them saying! 


that Wu’s Chihli soldiers did not 
want to have any trouble with the 
Honan soldiers, so advised them 
not to come. They again sent a 
message to say they were determin- 
ed to go through, and again word 
was sent back that they would not 
receive a happy welcome (hua 
ying) from the Chihli soldiers. 
They took the hint and refrained 
from coming farther south, but 
tore up the tracks at a place called 
Luwangfen. 25 /i north of Sinsiang. 
Here, apparently, they are settled, 


and are likely to give considerable 
trouble at Sinsiang and Weihuei 
before being finally dispersed. 


A Bic Mvsrer or Forces. 


General Chao Chieh, the younger 
brother of the Tuchun, has already 
gone to Sinsiang with some ten 
regiments, numbering about 5.900 
men. General Wu Pei-fu, with a 
large following, has also gone there, 
while soldiers are being mobilized 
in all parts of the province. and! 
railway cars commandeered to 
bring these soldiers to strategical 
points. The military activities are 
cut of all proportion to the small! 
immediate cause of the trouble, and 
can only be explained by the! 
authorities fearing some “coup” 
behind this movement 

There is also a fear that, dis- 
affection in other parts of the 
province might be manifested at 
this time, especially in the Nan- 
yang district. whero recent changes 
in high military posts have been 
made. But the fact. that General 
Wn Pei-fu and Tuchun Chao are 
working together in this gives hope 
that the situation will soon be con- 
trolled, for ordinarily they are not 
the best of friends. 

Word has just come that the 
trouble at Changteh has subsided 
and only Wihuei region is dis- 
turbed. Trains from the north on 
the Kin-Han railway ave only run- 
ning as far as Ch’ihsien, the second 
station north of Weihnei, and from 
the south only to Sinsiang. 

Famine Retier Work Sroppep. 

Famine relief work has of course 
suddenly ceased, for this trouble is 
in the centre of tho affected dis- 
tricts, though considerable grain has 
been uowing into this area during 
the last week. Even shipments from 
the cast on the Lunghai railway 
have now stopped, and cars of 
famine grain have been unloaded 
and the cars commandeered for 
transport of soldiers. Most of the 
ears from the Hsuchow end are 
being sent to Mamuchi, a station 
east of Kueitehfu, almost on the 
borders of Kiangsi. So far famine 
grain and money have not_ been 
touched. There was a considerable 
sum of money belonging to the 
Honan Famine Committee in the 
Bank of Communications at Chang- 
tch, but this, so far, is intact. 





Pexine, April 18.—Arrangements 
are now -being made to hold the 
domestic railway traffic conference 
in Peking instead of in Chékiang, 
as originally planned. It will 
probably open on the 22nd instant. 
—Reuter. 





As it has been discovered that 
many Chinese and foreign trained 
doctors whose medical knowledgo is 
insufficient. have opened hospitals 
and practised medicine, the Ninis- 
try of the Interior, says the “Yé 
Shih Pao,” has decided to put a 
stop to the irregulaxity. The 
authorities have instructed the 
police offices not to register the 
opening of any hospital if. the 
doctors there are not {properly 
qualified. and have not undergone 








official examinations. 


TROOPS ON THE MOVE - 
IN SEZCHUAN 





The Country Ransacked and No 
One Knows Why 





From Our Own Correspondent. 
Mienchow, Sze., March 30. 


Since Saturday large bodies of 
troops have been coming and going. 
I cannot pretend to give an idea 
of what the object of the leaders 
is. Nobody knows as far as I can 
inquire. At the present time I am 
told Liu I-chiu and the 2nd divi- 
sion are in the city. Tho Ist, 3rd 
and 5th divisions have been and 
gone. Liu ‘Isen-hou, Lo Shai- 
ch’uin and Tien Song-yao have 
gone on to Tsitong, 40 miles to the 
north. Men and impedimenta 
crowd the roads on most sides of 
the city coming and going con- 
tinually. 

Tue VaMprres. 


Au this, of course, is a 
great strain on the city. The 
shops are all shut, and_ scarcely 
anything can be bought. The 
troops: are behaving with their 
customary high handedness. ‘They 
came into the city late a few nights 
ago and knocked the hapless folk 
up, commandeered their .bedding, 
and so on and left them to do the 
best they could. Many a trades- 
man has had the entire contents. 
of his shop taken, and he is prac- 
tically ruined. ‘This is especially 
true of such men as deal in food- 
stuffs, and other household neces- 
saries. A man bought 40 piculs of 
rice and stored it in a temple 
granary. A detachment of the 
soldiers found it and appropriated 
it Sithowt so much as paying % 
cash. 


Brigann’s Sense or Humour. 


A little group of C.M.S. missiona- 
ries were on their way to Chung- 
king last week. They received two 
visits from brigands. On one 
occasion these gentlemen inquired 
whether they had “any silver. One 
of the men of the party said “No, 
we've heard about you and so we 
didn’t bring any. You can come 
to Chungking with us and get some 
there.” That made the brigand 
chief grin and they all departed. 
The party arrived at Chungking in 
safety. 

There has been a good deal of 
disturbance on the road between 
here and Chéngtu. Tehyang especi- 
ally has suffered. I bear by letter 
that during five days five divisions 
passed through. They changed the 
official three times in that period. 
(We here have also done very well 
in that way!) : 

If Iam seeing aright, Hsiong 
Keh-wv’s star is in the ascendant. 





Toxio, April 19.—A women’s 
peace organization, promoted by 
Mrs. Ozaki (wife of Mr. Yukio~ 


Ozaki, m.p.), Baroness Megata, and 
others, with a view to enlisting the 
co-operation of the women of Japan. 
in the establishment of ‘world 
peace, will hold its inaugural 
meeting on May 3.—Reuter. 
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PIRATES’ RAID ON 
MISSIONARIES 





Disgraceful Affair in Gorges: 
Party Robbed of Money 
and Valuables 





By Alfred A, Phillips, 


The old order changeth in Sze- 
chuan, but not always is it succeed- 
ed by anything better. Those who | 
have travelled up and down the} 
rivers for many years past cannot 
but contrass the present and the 
past conditions, and say that the 
former times were better. Then 
the rapids were the one topic of 
conversation after a journey. Now 
they scarcely come into calculation 
at all. Not that they have ceased 
to exist, or are Jess rapid or dan- 
gerous. But in fhe face of a great- 
er danger the rapids appear in- 
significant. When their boat has 
been three times boarded by armed 
robbers, and fired upon another 
three times, the party on board 
dislike the crack of a rifle from the 
bank more than the roar of the 
worst rapid. Such has been the 
experience of a party of missionaries 
of the Church Missionary Society, 
travelling from Mienyang to 
Ichang. 


Tue Stowaway Cavent. 

The party consisted of the Rev. 
and Mrs. H. J. Howden and their 
seven-year old daughter, Joan; 
Miss G. E. Wells; Miss D. A. 
Martin, and the writer with his 
wife and one-year old baby. Twice 
on the smaller river above Chung- 
king our boat was warned to put 
into shore. On the first occasion 
the No. 2 brethren (lao er) as the 
boatmen almost invariable call 
them, descended from their lair on 
the hills, and boarded the boat. 
Finding only foreigners, and no 
signs of soldiers or firearms, they 
kindly allowed us to pass on. 
Immediately following our boat 
was a junk which was also called 
in, and apparently not let off so 
easily. 

On the second occasion the visi- 
tors were of a more reckless type. 
They pulled up the front decks 
and invaded our compartments, 
but assured us that they did not 
intend to take anything belonging 
to us. One man asked for the gift 
of a small towel, which was accord- 
ed him. But they spotted a trades- 
man, who had taken passage on 
our boat without our sanction, and 
hauled him off with his bundle. 
No doubt he would have to pay 
up to the extent of his ability, as 
they adjudged it. Probably he 
had thought himself safe on a 
boat flying the Union Jack, but is 
now a wiser, if sadder, man. We 
were sorry, but could do nothing 
for him. ~ 


Tae Fatat Tarp. 


The third encounter was 
on the Yangtze, on April 2 the 
second day out from Chungking. 
Now-we were on a well found 
three-roomed houseboat with an 
excellent skipper and crew. When 





inclined to go on and ignore it. 
But shots followed shots, and our 
deck was close packed with 25 men, 
presenting a solid target of human 
flesh, which the most amateur rifle- 
man could scarcely miss. So the 
skipper changed his mind, and 
signalled that we were about ‘to 
pull in. The two men of our party 
got on to the roof, in order to try 
and persuade the robbers to cease 
fire. But as the boat neared the 
shore, huge stones were hurled at 
the crew and at us. These we 
dodged or caught, and suffered no 
hurt. 


RANSACKING THE Boat. 


Some of the fellows then rushed 
on board brandishing their large 
knives, while others stood sentry 
on shore with pointed rifles. They 
searched our persons, a proceeding 
particularly distressing to the 
jadies, not even omitting a baby 
13 months of age. Bedding, boxes, 
bags and everything on deck were 
all ransacked. Anything locked 
was instantly slashed open with 
their big knives. Fortunately for 
us they were not wanting heavy 
loot, so did not carry off bedding 
and clothes, but only smaller arti- 
cles such as watches, hand bags, 
dollars and copper cash, ete., ete. 
Some things they took that could 
be of mo value to them, but of 
much account to the rightful own- 
ers, @.g. correspondence, note 
books, pens, etc. Other things 
were damaged ond repair. 
With everything emptied on to the 
floors—bedding, clothes, stationery, 
books, toilet ware—our compart- 
ments presented one glorious mess, 
which took a good time -to disen- 
tangle. . 


H. M. S. Wanceon To THE Rescue. 


Most providentially for us, while 
the men were in the middle +f 
their game, H.M.S. Widgeon came 
down river. We signalled for help 
as well as we could. As she 
could not pull up just on the 
spot, the robbers may have thought 
that we were left to their tender 
mercics. But a little later, when 
the sentries saw the Widgeon turn, 
a signal was given and the fellows 
on board quickly cleared off with 
what they could cary. The 
Widgeon came alongside and, 
when it was ascertained that we 
had actually been robbed, three 
shells were sent after the retreat- 
ing gang, with what effect we 
know not. A lieutenant came on 
board and inspected the scene of 
disorder. 


Usper American Escort. 


Such an experience indisposed us 
to face the probability of another 
of the same kind, or perhaps worse. 
So when we came to Fengtuhsien, 
and_ were informed by the city 
magistrate that the next section of 
the river was held by over 1,000 
ex-soldiers, well armed, and that 
he had only 900 men protecting 
his city, and therefore could give us 
no escort, we could only wait, 
hoping that something would tura 
up. And something unexpected 
did turn ,up—not by chance we 
think, but by God’s good provid- 


a shot rang out, our skipper was'ence for us—after waiting two 





SEAPLANES ON UPPER 
YANGIZE 





Service Between Ichang and 
Szechuan Ports 


According to one of the local 
Japanese papers, a scheme is being 
launched to start a seaplane ser- 
vice between Ichang and Szechuan 
ports, . 

It wil] be remembered, states the 
report, that some time ago a sea- 
plane was tried at Nantao by a 
returned student from France, who 
will use the same machine in an 
attempt to make a flight on the 
Yangtze River between Ichang and 
Chengtu. The machine is a French 
1916 type, and is capable of flying 
140 li an hour or from Ichang to 
Chungking in 10 hours. Thirty 
passengers and mails can be carried 
on each trip, the expense of which 
will about $700. Each passenger 
will be charged $60 per trip and 
this together with mail carrying 
fee is expected to bring in profits 
which will in a short time repay 
the cost of the machine, $30,000. 

The paper points out that, should 
the scheme prove to be successful, 
it will greatly facilitate traffic and 
other communications between 
Ichang and towns in the interior 
of Szechuan, and will prove a 
great convenience to everybody 
concerned. 

In conclusion, the paper states 
that the Szechuan railway project 
has been talked about for more than 
20 years’ but nothing has_ resulted 
from it; steamship lines have been 
partly successful, but not so much 
as their promoters like to seo; and 
an aeroplane service has been men- 
tioned, but so far nothing has 
miatarializepl. 





days. The U.S.S. Monocacy came 
up stream, the Captain having 
some business with the city 
magistrate. So we sought ad- 
vice of Captain Brant, and to our 
great relief he kindly invited us 
to go down on his boat to the 
place where he was standing by the 
S. O. steamer Mei Tan, and also 
put an armed escort on our boat. 
That took us into the very centre 
of the dangerous area. So we 
gratefully accepted Captain Brant’s 
offer to put an escort on our boat 
as far as Wanhsien. 


Tue MacHive-cuN ANSWERS. 


The next morning, as we went 
off under the American fiag, we 
were three times fired upon but 
instead of pulling in a reply was 
despatched by the machine gun, 
and we passed on. Two large 
mail junks, which had been wait- 
ing at Fengtu longer than we had, 
and several other boats took the 
opportunity to come with us. And 
we all got safely through to Wan- 
hsien. We shall long remember the 
rescue afforded us by the Widgeon, 
and the generous hospitality and 
practical help rendered to us by 


Captain Brant and Lieutenant 
Courtney of the United States 
Navy. 3 


se, 
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SOME HARD FIGHTING 
IN SZECHUAN 





While the People Suffer 





From Qur Own Correspondent. 


Chéngtu, March 26. 


Hostilities have broken out again 
among rival factions in Szechuan. 
1t has been expected, but all hoped 
in some way it might be staved off. 
It is still hoped that the trouble 
may be localized. Sintu, about 
45 li from the capital is the storm 
centre. It is held by General Yu 
Peh-tih, who has the Ist Division 
of General Tan Meng-hsin’s Army 
Corps, for Hsiong Keh-wu. For 
some time Liu Tsen-hou’s men hgve 
been ‘“‘dickering” for five or six 
cities outside Chéngtu, as they 
say “to support their troops,” but 
evidently it was a scheme to get 
hold of strategic centres that would 
enable them to move on the capital 
if Hsiong came back. 

General Tan who is a very astute 
leader urged them to wait for a 
meeting that was promised to dis- 
cuss the matter of allocating cen- 
tres for troops. Liu's men objected 
to this kind of diplomacy, and 
forthwith attacked Sintu. General 
Lu was shorthanded, and had 
rather a bad time, and was forced 
to evacuate the city. Reinforced 
he counter-attacked and retook the 
city, only to be driven out again. 
The fighting was unusually severe, 


and the people suffered ter- 
ribly. Many shells were thrown 
into the city, and the city 


gates demolished. The last news 
states tlat the Easter time 
was celebrated by General Yu 
again taking the city and he holds 
it. Now the attackers have moved 
‘on to Hangchow and! are making 
trouble there. 
Savep rrom Loorine. 

Another large body of Liu’s 
‘troops have fallen back on Mien- 
-chuh so it is reported. Pihsien, 
within 50 li of the capital has had 
a scare, A large number of Liu’s 
‘troops threatened the city. A peace 
delegation was sent out headed 
by the Chinese pastor of the C. M. 
M. “Fu Yin Tang” and talked the 
matter out with the soldiers. They 
needed supplies badly, so made the 
bargain that they would move cn 
if the city would pay an indemnity 
of $800 a gate. The city having 
four gates, made a contribution of 
$3,200 and thus saved their city 
from being looted. 

The poor people suffer which ever 
way it goes, whether fighting or 
looting, so they say, “Ta yeh puh 
hao, puh ta yeh puh hao?—fighting 
is bad, and not fighting is also bad. 
The Red Cross have sent con- 
tingents with bandages and com- 
forts to the stricken districts. 


Liv Tsen-Hov aNp PrrestHoop. 


General Tian Song-yao for Liu 
“‘Tsen-hou is stationed at Tehyang, 
60 it is reported, and General Lai 
‘Hsin-weh for Hsiong Keh-wu has 
arrived at Mienchow. Liu Tsen- 
hou’s troops are breaking down in 
moral. Hsiong’s men are fresh and 


confident. A rumour is current to- 
day that Lin Tsen-hou is contem- 
plating following the habit of great 
men (7) tired of power, by entering 
the priesthood and taking the 
monastic vows of the Buddhist 
faith. It might be a good solution. 
If it can be accomplished, it may 
be safer than keeping up the pre- 
sent madcap game. — ° 


STEAMERS ON THE 
UPPER YANGTZE 





The Old Junk Trafic Doomed by 
Modern Methods 





From Our Own Correspondent. 


Ichang, April 9. 

The arrival within the last few 
days of three up-river steamers 38 
an indication that another hot sea- 
son will soon be here, bringing with 
it high water and a resumption of 
trade with West China. I say 
resumption, because, during the low 
water season, trade with Szechuan 
has been almost at a standstill. 
True it is, that, for a short period, 
junks arrived from the west with a 
certain amount of cargo, and that 
likewise a certain number cleared 
from here for Chungking, but speak- 
ing generally during the past four 
months very little transhipment 
has taken place. A business man 
remarked the other day that cargo 
shipped by junk to West China 
might as well be thrown in the 
river, so small were the chances of 
its ever reaching its destination. 
It is not necessary to enter into 
the reasons for this stagnation of 
trade as they are already very 
generally known. 

The river has risen very rapid’: 
during the last two days, and with 
the water mark to-day showing 
seven feet, the Asiatic Petroleum 
Company’s steamer An Lan sailed 
for Chungking. Should the water 
continue to rise Messrs. Mackenzie 
& Company’s steamer Loong Mow, 
which arrived from Shanghai yester- 
day, will sail at daylight to-morrow, 

How many steamers are to be 0a 
the Upper Yangtze this summer is 
not definitely known as yet, but I 
am informed that, at present, there 
is sufficient cargo stored in the go- 
downs of the various companies to 
keep all the possible steamers busy 
for almost half the season, which 
may be said to last till nearly the 
end of November. 

There was atime when the bulk 
of trade with West China was 
carried on during the winter 
months, but now that is all chang- 
ed. Unsettled conditions along the 
river banks in winter and the ad- 
vent of powerful steamers in sum- 
mer have been the factors in bring- 
ing about the change. Up to the 
present freights and passenger 
rates on the Upper Yangtze have 
been and still] are high, but com- 
petition and increase of steamers 
will doubtless operate to the 
modification of the present high 





tariffs. 
A Sartor’s FUNERAL. 
As an expression of sympathy 
with his relatives and shipmates 
- 





most of the foreign community at- 
tended the funeral of the late John 
Cox, P.O., H.M.S. Scarab, on 
pril 2. The late officer died in 
the Rankine Memorial Hospital 
from the effects of an accident 
which took place on the eve of his 
departure for home. 


Days or Quiercpe. 


Ichang and district seems to be 
remarkably quiet these days, but 
occasionally one hears of minor de- 
predations on the part of the 
soldiers, who, however, in several 
districts round about, are energetic 
in dealing with bandits. 

Many of the local soldiers are be- 
ing used to make a ricksha road 
from the northeast suburb of the 
city out to what is known as the 
“lower camp” a distance of about 
two miles. 

Opium Porstonine Rice. ~ 


The local doctors remark on the 
recrudescence of opium-poisoning 
eases, of which there have been 
quite a number lately. They also 
state that there is ‘a large increase. 
in the number of sick people who 
have taken to opium as a means 
of relieving their sufferings. 














The Bishop of Shantung 
London, April 18. 
The Primate has nominated the 
Rey. Thomas A. Scott Bishop of 
Shantung. The service of consecra- 
tion will probably be held on June 
29.—Reute 








Japanese Crown Prince in 


Egypt 
Port Said, April 17. 
The warships Kashima and 
Katori arrived here to-day, with 
the Crown Prince of Japan,’ who 
was welcomed on board by the 
local authorities, notable _ persons 
and Japanese residents in Egypt. 
His Imperial Highness will proceed 
to Cairo on Monday by special 
tiain.—Reuter. 
Port Said, April 18. 
The Crown Prince of Japan 
landed to-day from the Katori, 
wearing naval uniform, and _re- 
viewed the guard of honour. His 
Imperial Highness then motored 
to the station, being acclaimed by 
a large crowd.—Reuter. 
Cairo, April 18. 
The Crown Prince of Japan 
arrived here at 3 o’clock this after- 
noon and was received by Lord 
Allenby at the station. A British 
guard of honour was drawn up 
inside the station building and an 
Egyptian one outside. His Im- 
perial Highness motored to the 
residency, where he received the 
diplomatic corps, after which he 
paid a visit to the pyramids. The 
Crown Prince dined quietly in the 
evening with Lord and Lady 
Allenby.—Reuter. 
Port Said, April 20. 
The Crown Prince of Japan re- 
turned this evening from Cairo 
and proceeded aboard the Katori. 
His Imperial Highness is giving a 
banquet this evening to the local 
authorities. 
The Katori will leave for Malta 
to-morrow.—Reuter. - 
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BRIGANDS OF NORTH 
KIANGSU 


‘A Tragic Picture: City Crammed 
with Refugees: Captives Held 
to Ransom and Murdered 





From Our Own Correspondent. 
Suchien, Ku., April 11. 
Poor troubled Suchien !—hoping 
in the spring days for a little 
respite from the “tufei,” but alas! 
getting none. The country people 
know when the kuoliang has grown 
high they may expect trouble, but 
the seed is not sprouting yet, and 
the country never was in worse 
condition. Our little town is pack- 
ed with refugees from the country. 
The men send in their wives and 
children, and every house in the 
city is full. Many are running up 
mud nouses in their already small 
courts, tempted by the big rents 
they can draw. Our magistrate has 
been in the country for nearly three 
weeks now, fighting the robbers, 
but as soon as they are chased from 
one neighbourhood they spring up 
. in another. A week or go ago he 
sent in a wheelbarrow load of hu- 
man heads to be hung up on the 
city gates. Your correspondent 
was glad to be warned in time » 
avoid this gruesome sight. 


An AsominapLe Ruse. 

Afraid for their own safety to 
enter a well-armed hamlet, the 
“tute” use strategy! A party of 
men carrying a large coffin appear- 
ed one day at” a private burial 

ound. It belonged toa big 
family and the caretaker said le 
did not know the mourners and 30 
could not give them leave to bury 
their dead. They told him to go 
and call three of the owners, and 
they would know them. ‘Ihe gate- 
keeper fell into their trap, called 
three “heads” of this family, who 
came at once. As they also did not 
know the dead man the mourners 
suggested opening the coffin when 
they would surely recognize the 
dead. The coffin. was opened—it 
proved to be full of rifles which 
were pointed at the three men’s 
heads, and they were told they were 
“prisoners.” It was a lonely spot, 
what could these four men do but 
yield, and the robbers decamped 
vith their booty. 


BurcHery OF Prisoners. 

Surprised in one village by the 
soldiers’ arrival they fled with—as 
report has it~—some 80 persons they 
were holding for ransom. To carry 
them away was to hamper them- 
selves in their flight. To free them 
was a precedent that would not 
work for their future benefit, and 
so they decided to kill them and 
left the road strewn with their dead 
Boies, amongst them one old lady 
of 80. 








Foretexers Unper Escorr. 

Our city last week end had a 
mysterious visit of 11 foreigners 
under escort. Amongst them was 
a Frenchman, a German and a 
Japanese. Report has it they had 
lost théir way and could not speak 
Chinese but as. some one heard 


them speaking Chinese well and a3 
they were taken to the yamén and 
each—so report has it—given a 
dollar for food, we are inclined to 
think the authorities had some other 
reason for deporting them to the 
coast. 


CHINKIANG NOTES 





Rapid Progress of Silting 





From Our Own Correspondent, 


Chinkiang, April 17. 

For the past year or two this 
season of the year has been the time 
when the people of this port have 
their minds upset over some Japan 
eso question. Last year there were 
rice riots owing to the alleged ex- 
port of rice from this port to 
Japan. At the present time there 
are persistent rumours to the effect 
that certain persons are again 
exporting rice to Japan, but there 
is little evidence that such is real- 
ly the case. For instance, last 
week a merchant from Wusih came 
along to purchase a certain quality 
of rice for making starch which is 
used in the manufacture of calico. 
Tho rumour soon got around that 
he had come to deal in rice for 
export. 

Trade generally in Chinkiang 
appears to be fairly prosperous, 
the soap and matchbox industries 
are very much in evidence. We are 
having a cold spring which is hold- 
ing back the crops and garden 
produce. 

The river has now so silted up 
that it impossible for steamers to 
berth at jetties in the concession. 


Part of the foreshore has now been! 


reclaimed and formed into a fine 
and convenient recreation ground. 
The British Municipal Council has 
a scheme on foot to secure a land- 
ing jetty which will be very con- 
venient for those who have business 
with the shipping of tho port. - 
There have been quite a few 
changes in the Customs service of 
late. Mr. and Mrs. St. J. Wilding 
leave us for Kiukiang and Mr. and 
Mrs. May, just returned from 
leave, take their place. Our ap- 
praiser, Mr. Elder and his wife, 
have retired and left for Scotland. 
Our harbour master has also been 
transferred to Shanghai. 
UE ea 








Emperor of Japan 
Tokio, April 19. 

According to an official bulletin, 
the health of the Emperor since 
his return to the capital from 
Hayama registers an improvement, 
but complete rest is sti!l required. 
—Reuter. 








Passports in Japan 
Tokio, April 18. 
Passports held by foreigners 
entering Japan must be viséd by 
Japanese officials abroad within a 
twelvemonth of their landing in 








Japan, according to ‘amended reg- 
ulations which have been issued.— 
Reuter. 


KUEIYANG NOTES 





Gen. Lu Tao New C.-in-C. 





From Our Own Correspondent. 
Kueiyang, Kuei., March 28. 

Like a bolt from the blue came 
the news from Shanghai that 
General Wang Wen-hua had been 
assassinated there. Only a few 
days before a wire had been re- 
ceived. from him stating that he 
was about to start for this province, 
and no one thought that his life 
was in danger. At first the news 
was kept secret, but it gradually 
leaked out and the public became 
acquainted with the fact. Some 
of the brigadier-generals met to- 
gether and elected General Lu Tao 
as the new Commander-in-Chief of 
the Kueichow forces and for the 
present, at any rate, they are will- 
ing to show their allegiance to him, 
However, it is the general opinion 
that there will be internecine strife 
among the leaders. The Commis- 
sioner of Police has ordered the 








people to decorate the city with 
flags and to observe 19 days” 
mourning in memory of the lata 





Commander-in-Chit A memorial 
gathering for the military only was 
held at the General’s headquarters, 
and on the morning of the day 
fixed for the soldiers’ gathering the 
local paper published a programme 
of the order of events, and the 
positions which the different 
personages were to occupy. It has 
been stated that a public gathering 
is to be held in the Park in the 
near future. 


Orriciats Forcep to Grant Famine 
Rewier, 7 


On account of the famine condi- 
tions prevailing in the Pickien, Ta- 
ting, and Kiensi districts’ the 
officials are compelled to take steps: 
to relieve the suffering, or there 
may be a serious rising among the 
poorer classes. ™n some parts of the 
affected districts the missionaries 
have been carrying on relief work 
for months, and the officials have 
been content to leave work to them. 
Now, however, they are compelled’ 
to take some active measures them- 
selves. 

A brigadier-general from Yunnan 
has asked permission to traveF 
through this province with his men, 
but the authorities are doing all in 
their power to persuade him to re- 
turn to Yunnan. Another brigadier- 
general has gone to the city of An- 
shun, where there is a large num- 
ber of soldiers, to ask him not to 
come to Kueiyang. 








As the result of the development 
of the match industry in China and’ 
the raising of Customs duty for 
import into India, the business of 
the Toyo Match Co., of Kobe,, has 
been considerably affected and it 
has announced the closing of _ its 
factory at Hyogo, for a time. It is 
reported that the company may 
also close its factories at Naka- 
shima, Shimozawa. Tsukamoto and 
Matsubara, all in Hyogo. The com- 
pany employed more than 1,000 
‘workers during the hoom. 
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DUST STORM AT 
HANGCHOW 





From Our Own Correspondent. 


Hangchow, April 16. 


The Peking dust storm which 
travelled vid Shanghai reached us 
on Thursday night and continued 
for 24 hours. It is the worst we 
have. ever seen. The Chinese say 
it was not sand but earth that fell. 
Tt was quite an eighth of an inch 
thick in some places. It clouded 
the sun and you could not even seo 
across the Lake at noon. The air 
has been washed to-day by a heavy 
downfall of rain accompanied by 
thunder and lightning. 

The goods traffic is so great just 
now that the S.H.N.R. is putting 
on an extra gocds train to cope 
with it. 

The city wall is being demolished 
between the Yongching and Ching- 
po gates to make room for the 
maloo, and as there are many 
Braves and coffins in the way they 
are to be taken to the Benevolent 
Charity grounds behind the Thun- 
der Peak Pagoda. 

To show the importance of the 
silk trade in this province statistics 
of those engaged in it have been 
collected which show that in the 
Kashing prefecture there are 
46,000; in Huchow 31,000; in Hang- 
chow 12,8005 in Shaoshing 33,700; 
in other prefect 
16,000. Pp ures, altogether 








The Dust Storm in Japan 


Tokio, April 15. 
Dust from Mongolia has covered 
whole districts in western Korea 
and has crossed the sea. On April 
14 it had covered Japan, especially 
in Sanyindo, and reached Tokio 
and Sendai.—Eastern News Agency. 





Daring Robbery in Harbin 
Harbin, April 11. 

Another very daring robbery 
which is causing much comment has 
occurred here. On April 4, a boy 
from the Shi To-hun Company of 
Fudzidzian was sent to the Yoko- 
hama Specie Bank with Y.30,000 in 
notes to be deposited for transfer- 
ence to-Mukden. While filling out 
the deposit slip in the front office 
of the Bank, a Russian engaged 
him in conversation. While he was 
talking another man snatched the 
package of notes which was lying 
on the desk beside him, and_suc- 
eceded in getting out of the Bank 
before the loss was discovered. 
The boy immediately reported to 
the authorities and every effort is 
being made to recover the loss.-- 
Reuter. 








Commanper A. E. Johnston, B.N., 
late of H. M. 8. Cairo, has arrived 
in Shanghai, having been appoint- 
ed to command H. M. S. Bee as 
well as to take up the position of 
Chief of Staff to Rear-Admiral 
Borrett. He succeeds Commander 
George B. Hartford; p.s.o., who is 
shortly proceeding Home. 





HANGCHOW NOTES 





From Our Own Correspondent, 


Hangchow, April 18. 

The Cabinet has sent a deputy 
in the person of Dien Wen-lih to 
Hangchow to confer with the Gov- 
ernors on most important business. 
He is staying in the Railway Hotel. 

Visitors to Mokanshan will be 
glad to hear that a new rest house 
is to be built at Sanchiaopu and a 
motor road made to the hill top 
under foreign supervision. 

Hangchow is flooded with copper 
cent coins and you can get 140 
copper cent pieces for $1. The 
people have got together to discuss 
plans to remedy the evil which is 
affecting a great many small 
dealers. They suggest the authori- 
ties stop minting and make efforts to 
have the coins used all over the 
province. There are some _ places 
where they are not current, in these 
the authorities should fix a uniform 
rate of exchange. 

A new soap factory is to be 
established at the Heidzaomen ty 
Ningpo merchants with a capital of 
$20,000. We have already a good 
many soap factories but the soap 
evidently does not mix well with 
the water for on the people’s per- 
sons and clothes one still sees a 
great deal of dirt—matter in the 
wrong place! Does it matter? Yes 
it does. China cannot have too 
many soap factories and miss- 
ionaries preaching ‘‘cleanliness is 
next to godliness.” 

April 20, 

Yesterday the 7th and 8th Divi- 
sions at the Nan-Shin-Chiao parade 
ground went through a lot of mili- 
tary up-to date manceuvres in the 
presence of the Tuchun who drove 
out to the grounds in his carriage. 
Drilling is pretty active here just 
now and people are wandering 
what it all means. 


The Commissioner of Finance 
says that since the fifth year of the 
Republic the finances of the Pro- 
vince have got less and less each 
year, in spite of steps taken and 
plans made to improve them. The 
Treasury at present is in debt to 
the Bank of China to the extent 
of $1,700,000, and to the Industrial 
Bank in $1,500,000, so the position 
is a very serious one and something 
must be done without delay to avoid 
a catastrophe. They have been 
hatching their chickens before the 
eggs were laid. 


——————— 





For the convenience of joy-fliers, 
the schedule for air touring over 
Peking under the auspices of the 
Bureau of Commercial Aviation is 
changed. Hereafter flights will 
take place on every Thursday, 
Saturday and Sunday at 3.30 p.m. 
The Summer Palace, Temple cf 
Heaven, Western Hills and Pe- 
king as a whole are exceedingly 
picturesque from a bird’s eye view. 

Tox1o, April 18.—In view of the 
recent legislation, the Government 
has decided to pass an Opium Act 
to be applied to the leased territory 
of Kuantung and has forwarded a 
draft proposal to the Privy Coun- 
cil.—Eastern News Agency. 





FINANCIER’S DEATH AT 
HANGCHOW 





From Our Own Correspondent. 


Hangehow, April 14. 

Mr. T'sai Koh-ching, manager of 
the Bank of China, died here sud- 
denly this morning. He returned 
last night by the evening train 
and got to his home about 
32 midnight. He was busy 
in conversation till 2 om. 
as he expected to leave to-day for 
Peking for a special meeting of 
China’s financiers. The cause of 
death was probably apoplexy. Mr. 
Tsai was one of China’s best men 
and interested in all good WOTKS. 
He will be greatly missed in Hang- 
chow and his place will be difficult 
to fill. 

The Commissioner _of Foreign 
Affairs, Mr. Wang Sin-san, left 
yesterday for Shanghai on import- 
ant business with General Ho. He 
is expected back in a few days. 

A case of cerebro spinal- 
meningitis was taken ‘to the 
C.M.S. Hospital on Saturday and 
the diagnosis confirmed by the 
microscope. 

Mrs. MacDonald, the wifo of our 
Commissioner of Customs, has just 
avrived from Scotland to join her 
husband. 

Mr. Savage, H.B.M. Consul, is 
here at present paying his respects 
to the Officials. 








—_—_—_— 


Japanese Copper Strike 

Tokio, April 14. 
The strike at the Ashio copper 
mine is growing, and has now been. 
joined by the smelting workers. 
The officials are stoking the furn- 
aces to prevent the fires from going 
out. A delegate from the Tokio 
Labour Union was enthusiastically 
greeted by 200 strikers, who form- 
ed a procession, carrying banners, 
and singing ultra-radical songs.— 


iter. 
Mente Tokio, April 19. 


At a conference to-day the leaders 
of the miners at the Ashio copper 
mine decided that thé proposals 
made by the Company’s representa- 
tives at yesterday’s meeting are not 
lacking in sincerity... Work is 
therefore to be resumed from to- 


day. ‘ 

The fact that the Company has 
recognized the .miners’ union is 
commented on by newspapers a3 
evidence of Labour’s improved posi- 
tion in Japan. — Eastern News 
Agency. 

Tokio, April 20. 


The strike of Ashio copper 
miners has now been settled. Tho 
owners have agreed to recognize” 
the existence of the men’s union, 
but the wage-scale now in opera- 
tion will be maintained for the 
time being. The men’s other de- 
mands, including a minimum 
wage of Y.1.80 daily, an eight-hour 
day, a retiring pension after three 
years, and sickness relief, have no& 
been granted.—Reuter. 
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ALLIANCE 


_ Renewal Certain but Upon What 
Terms? The Visit of the 
Crown Prince 


From Our Own Correspondent. 


London, March 9. 
With the approach of the Domi- 
nion Conference over the proposed 
. renewal of the Anglo-Japanese Al- 
liance there is naturally much sur- 
mise as to what exactly will hap- 
pen. I was asked this week by 
a leading Chinese visitor ‘Will it 
be renewed?” Of course it will be 
—of this there never has been the 
least doubt and the coming visit 
of the Japanese Crown Prince, 
whether planned with that astute 
design or not, will settle the matter 
once and for all. We cannot in- 
vite a very distinguished visitor— 
as we are doing—show him all 
imaginable courtesies as we intend 
to do, and then give a signal proof 
of illwill to his country by calmly 
announcing that we do not propose 
to renew the - longstanding and 
faithfully observed Alliance be- 
tween his nation and our own. 
The visit of the Crown Prince will, 
I clearly foresee, be a great success 
~as far as a Western democratic 
people are concerned. He has won 
his way to their hearts in advance 
by deciding to marry the girl of his 
choice and though you may say that 
sentiment does not count in_poli- 
tics, I am of the contrary opinion. 
He also does us the honour to come 
here first on his epochmaking jour- 
ney—this is probably not too strong 
a word to apply to it. Japan fin- 
ally holds much of her reputation 
for unspoiled romance, though 
maybe the varnish is a little wear- 
ing off in touch with reality. Hence 
though the papers have published 
and are publishing columns about 
his plans, I will merely content 
myself by saying that his tour will 
be a@ great success if, after decid. 
ing to make the long journey of 
adventure, he—or rather his 
advisers do not try fo hedge him 
too closely about. The successful 
Royal visitors to Great Britain are 
those who show themselves acces- 
sibly human and interested. 


PartiaMeNTaRy IyTerEst. 


I have dealt at some length with 
this visit because it is to us per- 
fectly obvious that it will not be 
without great value to the relations 
of the two countries; I will not 
proceed to touch fgr a moment of 
the Alliance -itself. Attempts have 
been made to induce the Govern- 
ment not to conclude any renewed 
Alliance before it is laid on the 
table of the House of Commons for 
the approval of Members. The 
Cabinet have evaded any promise 
and tho Executive the right of con- 
cluding treaties and the present 
position is that the Government of 
the day makes what arrangements 
in diplomacy it prefers and then 
presents them to Parliament for ac- 
ceptance declaring this a matter 
of “confidence” and thus staking 


Of course it has to be a very bad 
Treaty to induce Parliament to 
overthrow the Administration which 
on all other matters it supporte. 
This is what will happen with the 
Anglo-Japanese Alliance renewal. 


Conpitioxs Succestep. 


Now, while there is no doubt this 
agreement will be renewed, every- 
one expects that there will be “con- 


ditions.” There are, in general, 
three sets of conditions which 
different classes of people would 


like and they can be defined as fol- 
lows :— 

The Dominions which show a disposi- 
tion to criticize the Treaty on racial 
grounds are father anxious to define 
still more closely the position of the 
Japanese settler and immigrant. 

Almost universally there is a wish for 
still clearer specification of the require- 
ment thyt under no conditions whatever 
shall this country be embroiled with the 
United States over anything which any- 
where the Japanese may do, 

To a lesser extent-because the problem 
is a little more academic and Chinese 
propaganda is deplorably  inefficient— 
there is a wish that if Japan will not 
try to remove the settled grievances of 
China over Shantung and kindred mat- 
ters, we put our view on record that we 
in no way assent to Japanese policy in 
regard thereto and cannot be called on 
to endorse or support it. Our position 
is a little difficult in view of the Treaty 
of Paris but there is none the less no 
donbt as to real public sentiment on the 
point. 





Where Curna Fars. 

Will any effect be given to these 
points of view? It is obvious that 
the second must be accepted by both 
parties—indeed the Japanese are 
little likely to raiso any objection 
themselves. On the first we may 
evolve a formula which, while satis- 
fying all parties, will leave matters 
much as they are now. On the 
third I am rather doubtful of any- 
thing being done. If China had 
handled the whole question more 
wisely then I would not have heen 
so certain, but, able as Mr. Wel- 
lington Koo is, he does not and 
cannot quite handle the subject 
with the authority born of experi- 
ence and the appropriateness of 
method most fitted to the British 
temperament so unlike the Amer- 
iean. Still Mr. Koo is alreadv 
very busy at the Legation and if 
industry can win success, then he 
will succeed. : 

Meantime the Foreign Office Com. 
mittee—appointed ad hoc to col- 
lect expert British opinion on the 
renewal, has about ended its 
labours. The privacy of the in- 
quiry has enabled much valuable 
evidence to be secured. Even with- 
out the committee we should have 
“renewed” and with it we shall do 
the same. But there will be condi- 
tions and hence what will they be? 





Toxto, April 18—Among other 
military and naval war honours 
pubiished to-day, it is announced 
that Baron Uehara, Chief of the 
General Staff, receives the title of 
Viscount, while that of Baron has 
been conferred _on General O-i, 





until recently Commander-in-Chief 
of the Japanese forces in Siberia. 
—Reuter. 


WITH CHINA 





Notable Move by Universities 


Tokio, April 17. 

The professors‘ and students of 
the Law College, in the Kioto Im- 
perial University have of late 
organized a Society to promote 
close friendship between Japan 
and China with Dr. Suehiro as its 
president. Now that the students 
of the Doshisha University, the 
Osaka Higher Technical School 
and others have joined the Society, 
its committees have come to Tokio 
for the purpose of acting in con- 
cert with the students of the Tokio 
Imperial University, and all other 
Government as well as private 
Universities.—Eastern News Agen- 
cies. 








What's Wrong with Japan 


Ir has been discovered at last 
why it is that Japan is deteriorat- 
ing, and’ everything going wrong. 


investigation, and have discover- 
ed that there are a‘large number 
of houses ~Gontaining no ancestral 
shrines. ‘The enthusiasm of their 
forefathers in  ancestor-worship,” 
says the “ Asahi,” ‘has cooled 
down.” The police officials believe 
that this is the cause of the unrest) 
in the minds of the people, and 
they are to lead the, nation back ta 
the worship of their forefathers. 
‘To the Western reader, comments 
the “Japan Chronicle,” the thought 
of what would happen if the police 
went round and instructed house- 
holders that they should go to 
church more regularly so as to keep 
the Union Jack flying and -hold 
Bolshevism at bay, invests a state- 
ment like the shove with the 
unreality of a willow-pattern ver- 
sion of a Gilhertian joke. Tt is 
hard to understand that in Japan’ 
it is a plain and natural matter 
of fact. 





Tremendous Fire in Hakodate 
Tokio, April 14. 

A fire, which started in a cinema 
theatre and was fanned by a gale, 
wiped out one third of Hakodate, 
including the business centre, 
Three thousand buildings were 
destroyed, including the British 
Consulate, and many in the licensed’ 
quarter. The firemen were ham- 
pered by the inadequacy of the 
water supply. 

Hakodate is famous for its fires, 
and this is the fourth and worst in 
15 years.—Reuter. 








Mr. Hodoroff, head of the Dalta 
News Agency—a Soviet propaganda 
organ—has given an interview to 


he says that Russia is building up 
a new edifice which the world at 
large will admire. If he told ug 
which future generation would 
admire it, it would be comforting, 
for if we owe nothing to posterity, 
posterity can certainly blame us 
lfor our actions and opinions. 
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The Tokio police have made a close ° 
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FIGHTING PLAGUE IN 
HARBIN 





Signs of Abatement: Native Versus 
Scientific Treatment: Mortality 
Statistics 





From Yr. Wu Lien-teh. 


Harbin, April 8. 

After a steady march of nine 
weeks, the plague in Harbin has 
at last shown signs of abating, and 
the mortality chart has been_re- 
gistering a regular decline. This 

ytendency on the part of the 
epidemic ‘to bide its time in all 
large centres of infection appears 
to be characteristic, the period 
needed for the decline to set in 
being as a rule 10 weeks. 

As a result of the agitation of 
certain busybodies in the native 
city, the Taoyin granted them $4,000 
to organize their own house-to-house 
inspection parties, isolation quart- 
ers and plague hospital where the 
old method of treatment may be 
given to patients suffering from 
plague. Twelve native physicians 
were employed at a salary of $100 
per month to try their skill upon 
the sick. The small hospital was 
opened on April 1, but the physi- 
cians refused to live within the 
premises, preferring to write the 
prescriptions at home and await 
yesults from enetier part ot She 
city. Up to April 4, 10 patients 
fhad’ been treated, and 10 had died. 
On the Sth I received a letter from 
them requesting mo not to send 
any more plague patients as they 
had come to the conclusion that 
thige was an incurable disease. It 
is. quito possible that our proper 
anti-plague work will henceforth 
run a smoother course after this 
incident. 

First Busonic Case. 

The first case of a bubonic nafure 
in Harbin was recorded on April 
4 in a Russian woman ed 25 
years. ‘The clinical and bacteri- 
olgical findings are complete . I 
appears that the patient reegived 
x prick on her right foob-ox the 
3rd, arid the bubo in her right groin 
developed the next day. Sie is 
progressing favourably. 

Eleven cases of pneumonic plague 
were reported in and around 
Nikolsk (Priamur district) during 
the period March 17-31. Evidently 
these were offshoots of cases along 
the railway line. : 

I visited Ashcho (26 miles east of 
Harbin) on March 31, and Shwang- 
chengpu (31 miles south of Harbin) 
‘on April 1, as both were big centres 


of plague’ in the epidemic of 10 
years ago. Thanks to the early 
precautions taken, comparatively 


few cases have occurred in both 

cities, Ashcho claiming only 40 and 

Shiwangchcngpu claiming 160 cases. 
Cranccuun Satisractory. 

The situation at Changchun re- 
mains satisfactory, as only sporadic! 
cases have so far occurred there. 
The precautions taken in the exami- 
nation of passengers travelling 
south from Harbin are as strict as 
ever, and if Changchun is free, all 


the cities in South Manchuria and 
North China may be considered 


Fe. 

‘The following are the mortality 
statistics of the principal centres 
of infection from the beginning of 
the epidemic to the end of March :— 
Manchouli 850 (including 308 Russian.) 
807 (inclading 4 Russian.) 





Haile QF (including 27 Russian.) 
Fulardi 48 


Tsitsihar 150 
Pukuei City 850 
Harbin * 
District 1,730 (including 8 Russian.) 
Hulanho "238 


Changchun 42 (including 1 Japanese.) 
Imiampo 17 
Sulfenho 10 (including 2 Russian.) 





Ignorance of Health Matters : 
China’s Urgent Need 
of Education 





From Dr. Wa Lien-teh, 


Harbin, April 16. 

As stated in last week’s bulletin, 
the decline of the epidemic in 
Harbin has been steady and mari- 
ed, as shown by the following 
figures :— 

ies at te Railway 

ato Hospital City: Area Total 
apa ee a a. 6 
» 9 ' 3 B wv B 


» 0,0 BD 8 7 
» Ww *2o 7 10 a7 
» 2 2 4 1 82 
» B® 8 BB 8 62 
» 6 8 B 6 37 
». 15 6 10 6 @ 
Until 


the neighbouring towns 
and villages are clear, SLowever, 
jthere will always be a few isolated 
cases occurring in this city, but it 
may be said that the plague epide- 
\mic throughout North Manchuria is 
}on the wane and may be suppress- 
ed by the end of this month, 
River Trarric Reopenine. 

With the opening of the Rivers 
Sungari and Amur to navigation, 
new regulations have been intro- 
duced for the inspection of steam- 
ers. Port Health Officers have 
been appointed by us to work in 
{cooperation with the Chinese Cus- 
‘toms for the examination of pas- 
sengers before departure and on 
arrival of vessels at Harbin, San- 
sing, Lahasusu and Taheiho. The 
large semi-official Wu Tung Steam- 
ship Company employs its own 

ip’s surgeons in order to render 
medical aid should any case of 
plague or infectious disease break 
out, but the final examination will 
be conducted by our medical o} 
cers-The first steamer left Harbin 
on the 15th for the Sungari Ports as 
far as Lahasusu. 








Pvuatic IcNorance or HYGIENE. 


In order to utilize the knowledge 
and experience derived from the 
present epidemic to its fullest ex- 
tent, we have en a_ series of 
motion pictures illustrating various 
Phases of our work, so that they 
may be shown at schools and col- 
leges as well as to the public. 
Nothing has been so heartrending 
during this critical time as the 
fact that the general knowledge of 
the masses, including the educated, 
in public health matters has ad- 














vanced so little during the last 10 
years. Judged by the experience 
of the plague of 1910-11, the major- 
ity of Chinese are still conserva- 
tive and stubborn in their ua- 
developed medical ideas. I earnestly 
hope that the millions of dollars 
thrown away yearly to promote 
militarism in this country may soon. 
find their way into education, so that 
the ordeal we have recently gone 
through may not be repeated. One 
cannot help feeling that our old- 
style education in China needs new 
blood when one learns that the 
great city of London with seven 
million inhabitants had a mortality 
rate of under 12 per thousand in 


1920 as compared with 40 per thou-* 


sand in most Chinese cities. ¥ 
In addition to South Chihli and 
Northern Shantung, a: few cases of 
pneumonic plague have been re 
ported from Mukden, Koupangtzu 
(on the Peking-Mukden line) and 
even Tairen. One case was report- 
ed on April 6 as far north as tho 
Siberian town of Stretinsk. When 
people sleep in the open air, infec- 
tion does not take place, and the 
plague dies out automatically, 


Tue Prague 1x VLADIVOSTOK, 
Vladivostok, April 15. 
Up to April 13, three cases of 


plague had occured at Vladivostok. 
—Reuter. 


Pracve Dyixe Dowy. 
Peking, April 18. 

The Civil Governor’s Yamen at 
Mukden reports that there were 
only 13 cases of plague at Koupeng- 
tze, and that no further outbreaks 
have occurred. The Taoyin of 
Mukden has sent Dr. Tsai Chin- 
hsin to Koupengtze with instruc- 
tions to co-operate with the railway 
authorities in establishing 
medical examination station on 
the border of the plague area.— 
Reuter. 

—_—_—_———— 

Tue reconstruction.of the harbour 
of Haichow, Kiangsu, which may 
be regarded as rival port to Tsing- 
tao, has been decided on by the Pe- 
king Government, and Tuan Shu- 
yun (ex-Governor of Hupeh) has 
been appointed Director of the Hai- 
chow Harbour Works Office. 











WITHOUT PURE BLOOD HEALTH IS IMPOSSIBLE. 
VETARZO fitieine 

Never before was there anything like it, nor can_tte 
marvellous properties exer be equalled in all cases of 
poomess. impurity, or other imperfection of the Blood 
from whatever cause arising. No sooner is it imbited 
Into the system than it permeates and penetrates to 
the minutest capillanes. overcoming and expelling 
disease, wheresoever and in whatsoever form met with; 
removing ail blotches, pimples, scurl, scurvy, scrofue 
ous and glandular swellings, ditcolorations, roughness 
and unsightly patches. Its effects are almost magical 
in the treatment of gout, rheumatism, sciatica, lumbagoy 
fais and swelling ofthe joints, blood polson,eceemay 

pra, psoriasis, bad legs. bad breasts, abscesses, ulcers, 











wounds, sores, goitre or Derbyshire neck ; it amprot 
the general health, and quickly removes long-stan 

bronchitis, asthma, and hacking, straining, spasm 

‘cough, to9 often the precursor of consumption. 

LIFE WITHOUT HEALTH 18 LIVING DEATH 


1M 
Se NERVE FOOD 
modern times for premat 
decay or deficiency of vital forces. Bracing up the 
system generally, it gives tone to the exhausted nerves, 
‘restores the failing energies, and imparts new life and 
or fo those who seemed played ou, used up and 
‘Send stamp address envelope for Free Booklet of 
PO. 219 for Trial Bottle of either remedy to THR 
‘Vatarzo Resteptes Co, ‘Oak, London, Un- 
Principled vendors may try to sell you something sise 
for extra profit, do not ai i, bat io on Bang 
‘Varanz0 to avold disappointment. The geouine 
“VETARZO REMEDIZS "on Government 


‘COLD BY BOOTS CASH OMEMISTE: 
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HONGKONG LETTER 





Fifty Per Cent. on the Rates: 
Ten Cents More for Gin 
and Bitters 


From Our Own Correspondent. 
Hongkong, April 8. 

A most unpleasant surprise was 
sprang upon the Colony on Thurs- 
day when the Legislative Council 
decided, with very little discussion 
or comment, and without protest 
from any of the Unofficial Mem- 
bers, to increase the rates~by 50 
per cent. andi add considerably to 
the duties on liquor and tobacco. 
No one had expected the blow. 
The meeting lasted scarcely more 
than half an hour, but it was more 
than sufficient time in which to re- 
cord the momentous decisions, and 
almost before the people had re- 
covered from the shock and had 
gathered breath with which to 
start howling, the liquor duties 
were in operation and H.E. the 
Governor had left on one of H.M.’s 
cruisers for a short holiday in the 
North. The increased rates will be 
collected as from July 1. 


Payina ror Our Roaps. 

Very nasty things are now being 
said about the roads for which, in 
the past, Hongkong has taken such 
great credit to herself. A run by 
car to Repulse Bay or Castle Peak 
is pleasant enough, but when ex- 
penditure upon the construction and 
Mairtenance of the highways has 
to be met by the iniquitous addi- 
tion of 10 cents to the cost of such 
@ necessity as a gin and bitters 
there is obviously something rot- 
ten in the State of Denmark. 
_A cry goes up to heaven for a 
little more activity on the part of 
the Constitutional Reform Associa- 
tion. If we had members of Coun- 
oil elected by the people instead 
of marionettes who only dance 


_ When the officials pull the strings 


something might be done towards 
making someone else pay. As it 
is, under our “archaic” form of 
Government, we have to put our 
hands into our own pockets, and 
with the falling dollar and the de- 
pression in trade it is difficult, or 
at any rate an exceedingly trovbje- 
some and unpleasant task, to find 
the coin required. 


Tae Frnanctan Position. 


We have been living in a fool's 
paradise. Two or three years ago 
-our only cause for anxiety was 
whether the Treasury was large 
enough to accommodate the huge 
sums it was gathering together. 
When the Budgets were presented 
we were always told of steadily 
growing surpluses. 

Last Autumn there was a differ- 
ent story. Expenditure had grown: 
Tevenue could not keep up the pace 
and, for 192i, there was an_esti- 
mated deficit of over two millions. 
That was bad enough, but for some 
Yeason .or another new stamp 
duties which were agreed upon 
hhave had to be delayed and other 
anticipated increases have not 
materialized so that the estimated 


two million deficit began to _en- 
croach upon the three million 
mark. 

Something had! to be done and, 
as I have pointed out, it was done 
quietly, almost surreptitiously. Up 
to the present we have paid i 
rates and taxes roughly i3 per 
cent. on or monthly rentals: from 
July 1 we shall have to pay 20 per 
cent. This addition, with the extra 
duties on liquor and tobacco, is 
expected to produce $900,000 by 
the end-of the financial year. It 
is hoped that there will be a sav- 
ing of $800,000 in estimated ex- 
penditure so that the aiarming 
$3,000,000 deficit will be,reduced to 
$1,300,000. That is the position at 
the moment 


Price or AccoMMOpATION, 


The increase in rates is, of course, 
the more serious part of the pro- 
position. If the worst comes to 
the worst, I suppose one can drink 
and! smoke less without real injury 
to health, but a house, or some 
kind of dwelling place, is a né 
sity and accommodation is so diffi- 
cult to find that rents have risen 
to an abnormal ‘height and, in 
almost every case, rates have gone 
up in proportion. When _ property 
has changed hands at highly in- 
creased values it is natural that 
the Government assessment of the 
property should automatically rise, 
but it seems hard that the Govern- 
ment which, in spite of all its 
threats regarding the establish- 
ment of a Fair Rents Board, has 
failed to do anything to save the 
poor tenant from exploitation, 
should now come along and itself 
add to the burdens. It is the gen- 
eral opinion that during such a 
period of congestion and inflated 
rentals as now a more equitable 
way than the one chosen might 
have been devised for raising re- 
venue. 














Economic Resources of the Colony: 
Questions of Development and 
Taxation 

Hongkong, April 12. 

About a year ago, at the request 
of the Colonial Office, a Commis- 
sion was formed in Hongkong to 
investigate our economic resources 
and report upon the possibilities of 
profitable deveiopent. The Com- 
mission comprised a number of 
prominent business men. Their in- 
quiries covered a fairly wide field 
and the report, which has just been 
published, contains a good deal of 
interesting information and many 
recommendations of more or less 
practical value. 

Whether these recommendations 
will be acted upon is questionable. 
For example. the Commission 
considers that high rentals are one 
of the serious factors militating 
against industrial development, and. 
on the same day that this opinion 
was made public the Government 
decided to increase our rates by 
over 50 per cent. 

“Because Canton can_ build 
cheaper,” says the Commission, “it 
has captured the motor-boat build- 
ing trade formerly conducted in 
Hongkong. For the trade of motor- 











car assembling and repairing to be 
conducted remuneratively moderate 
house rent is a first essential. At 
present, accommodation for garages 
within the City limits is prohibit- 
ive. It has been pointed out to 
us that chauffeurs’ wages in Hong- 
kong are maintained at a rate dis- 
proportionate to that ruling in 
Shanghai.” 

Naturally, the effect. of the sur- 
prising increase in tho rates will be 
to make accommodation for garages 
more prohibitive still, and when 
the chauffeur finds that he has to 
pay more rent for his cubicle ho 
will doubtless demand a still higher 
wage. The Government apparent- 
ly, therefore, regards its need for 
revenue as far more urgent than 
any consideration it might be will- 
ing to pay to the trade of “motor- 
car assembling and repairing.” 


Government's Dieta, 

On the one hand we have ao 
Government in need of money and 
a people loudly protesting against 
the increased cost of living occasion- 
ed by the methods adopted to raise 
the sums necessary to 
Government’s requirements. On 
the other hand we have responsible 
business men advocating Govern- 
ment assistance, which, of course, 
means, in most cases, further ex- 
penditure of Government funds, in 
order to place promising industries 
upon a solid foundation with a view 
to the greater prosperity of the 
Colony in the future. The problem 
which the Government has to face, 
and T suppose it is the great pro- 
blem confronting Governments in 
every country in these days, is how 
to steer a course satisfactory to 
both sides. One party will argue 
that we “should cut out coat ac- 
cording to our cloth” or, in other 
words, that we should keep our 
expenditure within the limits of our 
The other side will urge, 





revenue. 
with as much show of reason, that 
it is not only legitimate, but 
essential, that money should be 


spent in the development of our 
latent resources if we wish to pro- 
gress, or even to maintain our place 
in competition with others. 


“Boostinc”’ HoncKonc. 

Take for example the report of 
the sub-committee which’ deals, 
inter alia, with the need of “‘boost- 
ing’ Hongkong so. that globe- 
trotters and tourists may be at- 
tracted in ever increasing numbers. 
‘Ihey want more roads, places of 
amusement, a decent City Hall, 1 
believe, an improved museum, 
ornamental fountains and a Munici- 
pal band. Hongkong is a very dull, 
badly lighted hole, they say in 
effect. It possesses beautiful 
scenery and, in winter at any rate, 
a splendid climate. If we would 
only show a little enterprise and 
develop on the right lines hundreds 
of people with money to . spend 
wouid come here annually from all 
parts of the Far East. The money 
would circulate and everyone 
would benefit proportionately, ~ 

The permanent resident who de- 
pends for his livelihood upon pass- 
ing goods to and from China and, 
who, in the meantime, desires to 








meet the | 


’ 


keep his own expenditure upon as - 


low a level as possible, sees many 





fallacies in the argument, but it 
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serves to show how difficult it is to 
know exactly where to draw the 
line. If we had not a decent water 
supply, or a properly organized 
Sanitary Department: if there were 
no Building Ordinances or wide 
and clean thoroughfares, I suppose 
the cost of labour in Hongkong 
would not be much higher than ia 
Canton, but who would care to do 
without these advantages, or who 
would suggest that we should be 
better off, even in pocket, without 
them? 


Wuere tHe Money Has Gone. 


As is usually the case in these 
questions criticism is inclined to 
crystallize on details. When it is 
asked where the money has gone, 
or is going, seeing that the rate- 
able value of the Colony has in- 
creased between four and five 
hundred per cent. during the last 
30 years, the facts are immediately 
recalled that over $3,000,000 were 
lost in the Government rice transac- 
tions, that the University has re- 
quired nearly two millions to free 
it from debt and to put its finances 
on a sound footing, that Civil Ser- 
vice salaries have been considerably 
augmented and that the houses 
which the Government, is building 
for its employees are costing large 
sums. The Government was forced 
into the rice trade. It was obvious 
that it would take money to buy 
rice on a rising market and sell it 
below cost ‘for the benefit of the 
poorest classes of the population, 
but the expenditure was regarded 
as a safeguard against riots, as the 
oil required to keep the business 
machinery running smoothly. If 
nothing had been done there would 
have been a general outcry and 
probably the ultimate account pre- 
sented would have been far more 
serious. 

The University has never paid its 
way, but at’this very moment the 
Chambers of Commerce are clamour- 
ing for the expenditure of large 
sums upon the education of Chin- 
ese on British lines. Such ex- 
penditure is regarded as a sound 
business investment. What would 
have been said if the Government 
had allowed the | Hongkong 
University to drift upon the rocks, 
or, by the withholding of supplies, 
had enforced a curtailment of its 
activities. . 

There was, and is still, a shortage 
of house accommodation and the 
Government was told that it would 
be failing in its duty if it did not 
build quarters for its servants. 
Those quarters are now being pro- 
vided. ‘They have cost a good deal 
and the critics remark, apropos the 
new taxation, that it is obvious 
where the money has gone. Every 
act on the part of the Government 
which has led to the expenditure 
of money seems to have had the 
public approval—except perhaps 
the building of the motor road over 
the Peak which no one appears to 
require—and argument, therefore, 
centres. round the detail whether in 
carrying through the various 
schemes to which it has been com- 
mitted the Government has been 
guilty of extravagance. Even ad- 
mitting that there might have been 
savings under this head or that it 
is extremely doubtful whether the 





money so saved would have obviat- 
ed the necessity for the new taxes. 
Lanp RECLAMATIONS. 

To refer again to the report on 
the Economic Resources of the 
Colony, Sir Paul Chater, who is 
admittedly an authority on land 
development, says those economic 
resources can best be developed by 





able for buildings such as factories, 
godowns and tenement houses, and 
the opening up by roadways of the 
higher levels at present unapproaca- 
able and the provision thereby of 
many excellent sites for residential 
property suitable for the erection 


of houses at rentals to suit all 
classes of the European com- 
munity. He advocates the reclama- 
tion of some 800,000 square feet of 
land at Kennedy Town, at a cost 
of $557,000. The land so reclaim- 
ed, he says, could at a very con- 
servative estimate be sold to yield 
a total profit of $2,456,000. This 
in itself is a very handsome figure 
and it does not take into considera- 
tion the steady annual income ac- 
cruing to the Treasury by way of 
Crown Rents and rates when the 
land becomes fully or_ partially 
developed. The Crown Rent alone 
is estimated to produce over $10, 
000 per annum, 


Honexone's Inpusrries. 


Sir Paul advocates a similar 
scheme at North Point, on the other 
side of the harbour, which is 
estimated to give a net gain of 
something like three and a half 
millions. Such works as these, ac- 
cording to the figures given, involve 
a comparatively small outlay, and 
the “man in the street” wondezs 
why they are not undertaken. 
‘There is, however, an important re- 
clamation scheme already in pro- 
gress and I dare say it will be 
some time before others are at- 
tempted. 

Sir Paul Chater, as Chairman of 
one of the sub-committees, has also 
reported on Mining and Minerals. 
Another sub-committee reports on 
Shipping and Shipbuilding and 
there are memoranda referring to 


the salt industry, the match in- 
dustry, sericulture, pig-breeding, 
tobacco cultivation, and cotton, 


tea, fruit and vegetable growing. 
Industries are dealt with of the 
existence of which probably six re- 
sidents out -of ten were ignorant, 
and passing reference is paid to the 
preliminary steps which will have to 
be taken before use can be made 
of the many islands in our neigh- 
bourhood. There seem to be a good 
many ways in which this Crown 
Colony may still be developed with 
profit, but whether the Government 

ill take upon itself the _respon- 
sibility of pushing forward the good 
work is doubtful. The cautious will 
probably agree that it is better that 
opportunities should await private 
enterprise. 











Wane Shih-yuan, Vice-Minister of 
Finance, who has been negotiating 
with the native bankers in Tien- 
tsin for short term loans, is said 
to have succeeded in concluding 
several small loans, which total 
$1,700,000. " 








WANTED—AN OFFICIAL 
THANKSGIVER 





From Our Own Correspondent. 


London, March 10. 


We aro so aceustomed to the idea 
of a person doing his duty—or his 
best—that, however great the 
voluntary services he may render 
the community, no one ever thinks 
of thanking him for his efforts. No 
doubt if one of the great, he or she 
will get something which is dis- 
tributed on specified occasions to 
those who think that the grant of 
a title ought to come their way, 
but while we thus recognize merit 
—or pushfulness—in the standers 
in tho limelight there is no one even 
to give a letter of thanks for work 
which may have beon far more 
useful to the community and which 
may have cost the worker unlimited 
time and effort. Admittedly the 
individual may not merit an 
appearance in the Honours List 
but there ought to be some gradua- 
on between this and nothing at 
all. 

Seriously, it would do no harm 
if the State would attach to some 
one’s duty tho task of writing a 
letter of appreciation on behalf of 
the State to those humbler | in- 
dividuals whose efforts have been 
unselfishly given on public work 
and who frankly would be amply 
satisfied with just this simple form 
of recognition. I have before me 
an actual type of such a case:— 
_A. B., a cripple of relatively poor 
circumstances, but well-known ‘in _ his 
native town for his moral qualities, 
raised over £1,000 in the war—in small 
and toilsome ‘ways—for the wounded 
soldiers; organized scores of entertain. 
them and spent practically all 
's in this form of philanthropic 
the townsfolk know and 
appreciate what he did. There is no way 
of giving any recognition from the State 
to his humble efforts. 

Why should there not be someone 
to write him a letter of thanks on 
investigation of the facts and the 
establishment of their accuracy? 
One cannot maybe expect even a 
private letter to be sent from the 
Royal Household while the State 
has no one to whom it could dele- 
gate the task. Perhaps like tho 
heavy artillery Royalty should not 
be brought into action for these 
humbler cases but the State might 
well do it. It might even possess 
and distribute a medal for the 
purpose. The recipients would be 
well satisfied since it is only a sort 
of innocent, not unnatural, pride 
which would gratify them in being 
able to hand down a memento of 
State service to their children. 
Anyway these cases are very 
numerous and the remedy so easy. 
Why not appoint an Official Giver 
of Thanks for the State? 








Tox1o, April 18.—Viscount Maye- 
da and other members of the Pro- 
visional Financial and Economic 
Investigation Commission left this 
morning for Tsingtao, in order to 
investigate the salt-works, in con- 
nexion with the development of 
Japan’s salt enterprises.—Reuter. 
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SCOTTISH LETTER 





The Return of the Tramp: 
Ex-Service Men on 
the Road 





From Our Own Correspondent. 


Edinburgh, March 2. 


Within recent weeks the streets 
and roads of Scotland have shown 
a great increase in the number of 
tramps. In pre-war times, tramps 
were of course a common sight ; but 
during the war they practically 
disappeared. The tramps we now 
see are of two kinds. The old 
slouching figure of the hardened 
and practically _irreclaimable 
vagrant has reappeared. But there 
are others who give rise to a keener 
solicitude and stronger misgiving, 
the young, able-bodied men who 

. still bear indications of military 
training. These latter are evident- 
ly tramping about from town to 
town hoping to find some opening 
for a settled life. Their clothing 
is more or less tattered ; their boots 
generally hold together, though old 
and worn; in some cases they still 
wear an old military coat. They 
have not the slinking walk of the 
life-long tramp; in most cases they 
appear to be painfully conscious of 
their position. 


The officials at the night refuges 
report that quite a number of these 
new tramps are obviously starving. 
They devour the simple meal of 
porridge given them like ravenous 
animals, There is an unfailing 
point of difference between the pro- 
fessional tramp and those who have 
taken to the road of recent weeks 
and are in search of employment. 
The professionals carry about with 
them a bundle of odds and ends 
calculated to make things a little 
easier for them on their journeys, 
Tho newcomers have nothing at all, 
no bundle or spare rags. Tho 
spectacle of these new tramps is a 
peculiarly sad one, and moves the 
looker-on to a disturbing pause of 
reflexion. 


ENGAGEMENT. 


The engagement is announced of 
Alexander Grant Schaw Miller, 
W.S., only son of Mr. and Mrs. 
R. Schaw Miller, 11 Douglas Gres- 
cent, Edinburgh, and Olive Eliza- 
beth, elder daughter of the late 
Mr. and Mrs. Montague Beart of 
Meoja, Sawbridgeworth, Herts.,, 
and formerly of China and Japan. 


‘Tue Lars Lorp Rutavey. 


Lord Ruthven, who has died in a 
nursing home at the age of 82, had 
a long military career. He fought 
in the Crimea, the Indian Mutiny, 
and the South African War, and he 
rejoined when the Great War broke 
out. In spite of all his endeavours, 
he could not get into the front 
line; but he made himself useful 
asan A.P.M. in London. Lord 
Ruthven’s Scottish home was New- 
land, Gorebridge, Mid-Lothian. 

The Ruthvens are famous in 
Scottish history. One of them 
played a prominent part in the 
murder of Rizzio in Holyrood; and 





another was concerned in the 
famous Gowrie Conspiracy at 
Perth. 


Dearu oF Srx Cuarres Barrie. 


Sir Charles Barrie, an ex-Lord 
Provost of Dundee, and a _ great 
authority on shipping, has died 
after a short illness. He began life 
as an apprentice in a sailing ship, 
and afterwards commanded Indian 
liners for nearly 20 years. He 
settled in Dundee, his native town, 
early in the eighties, and became 
managing owner of a fleet of ships 
and steamers. For seven years he 
was a Town Councillor, was elected 


-was elected Lord Provost in 1902, 


and was knighted in 1916. His 
eldest son is Mr. CharlesBarrie, 
mp. for Banffshire. 


Amateur Gotr CraMpion IN THE 
Courts. 


An action for breach of promise 
of marriage which is engaging great 
interest in golfing circles is about 
to be tried before Lord Blackburn 
and a jury in the Outer House of 
the Scottish Court of Session. The 
case is raised by Marie Catherine 
Young, professional violinist, 6 
Iona Street, Leith, against Thomas 
Donaldson Armour, rubber manu- 
facturer and commercial traveller 
for the North British Rubber 
Company, and_ residing at ‘3 
Comiston Road, Edinburgh. He is 
the well-known — golfer ~— and 
Amateur Champion. 

The parties first met in 1916, and 
pursuer states that almost at once 
they became attached to one an- 
other. On April 30, 1917, on the 
day of his sister’s marriage, the 
defender proposed marriage, and 
the puwrsuer agreed to marry him. 
The pursuer was then 22 years old, 
and the engagement wds a happy 
one. In May, 1917, he wrote that 
he was looking forward to the 
happy times they would have, “1 
do hope they won’t be long in 
coming,” and “I will be able to 
have you all to myself for ever.” 
He also presented her with a 
valuable watch, and gave her other 
valuable presents. The marriage 
was delayed; the defender was for 
a time in the Army; and after 
leaving it had to change his occupa- 
tion. When he started on a golfing 
tour in America it was arranged 
that the marriage was to take place 
on his return. The marriage of the 
defender, the pursuer says, con- 
stituted a gross and deliberate 
breach of promise; it has caused 
her great sorrow and  disappoint- 
ment; end she has lost the social 
position she would have occupied as 
the defender’s wife. The damages 
are laid at £2,000. 

‘The defender denies that there 
was any promise of marriage. 


Guinea GoLp. 

The discovery of gold in_ what 
was formerly German New Guinea 
is welcomed by those who deal in 
high finance. A . particularly 
cheerful optimist tells me that this 
is what he and others have been 
waiting for. The Napoleonic wars, 
he says, were paid for by the dis- 
coveries of gold in Australia, and 
the Great War may be paid for by 
this and other discoveries of gold 
in the near future. “We want 
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gold,” he said, “to cover our paper 
—then all be well.” Let us hope 
his prediction may prove true. 


SomerHine or a TRIBUTE. 

Speaking to a friend, Sir Alfred 
Keogh, who was Director-General 
of the Army Medical Service dur- 
ing the war, made the striking de- 
claration that he had “never once 
been ‘let down’. by a Scotsman. 
They asked me what I wanted done 
—not how or why ! wanted it done 
—and having told them, I knew 
that the thing was as good as ac- 
complished.” 


Tue Epitor or rue GrapHic. 


Mr. J. M. Bulloch is to receive 
the honorary degiee of LL.D. from 
his Alma Mater, Aberdeen Univer- 
sity. The editor of the ‘‘Graphic,” 
who is spending his 30th year in 
Fleet Street, is a leading member of 
the London Scottish colony, and his 
fame as an authority on Scottish 
History and archaeology is not con- 
fined to Britain. When he was 
studying at Aberdeen Mr. Bulloch 
made an undergraduate fame for 
himself by his verses over the 
signature ‘“Jackdaw of Rhymes’ in 
the University Magazine. 


Tua 97x Scorrisn Division. 


One of the few divisions which 
became known to fame during the 
war, the 9th (Scottish) Division, 
has been most fortunate in_ its 
chroniclers. The latest book about 
them is “The History of the 9th 
(Scottish) Division, 1914-1919,” by 
Brevet-Major John Ewing, ™.c., 
late K.0.8.8. The publicity given 
to its deeds was the theme of an 
amusing conversation between its 
padre and the padre of another 
division. 

“Oh, you bélong to the 98h Division, 
dy you?” ‘I do.” ~ 

“You seem to have a very good 
press?” “Yes, we have.” 

“How do you manago it? Have 
got a special correspondent ?”” 


yes. 
“Really, and ho seems to accompany 
you wherever you go.” ‘Yes, he does.’ 
“I say, tell mo who he is.” “Oh, hig 
name is’ Haig.” 


yon 
“Oh, 


Tun Prince or Wares’ Darina. 

Major Ewing has something to 
say about the Prince of Wales at 
Festubert, in May, 1918. There 
was an old trench lying between 
the front ant ‘support trenches 
known as the “Old German Line,” 
which was not occupied on account 
of its stench and filth. It was 
persistently shelled by the Germans, 
who were encouraged in their error. 
“No one was known voluntarily to 
enter this trench,” says the Major, 
“except the Prince of Wales, who 
used to prowl round it in search 
of souvenirs. He paid a number of 
visits to the line while we held it, 
and his natural daring must often 
have caused his escort the keenest 
anxiety. It was not safe to go up 
to the forward saps in daylight, 
but His Royal Highness insisted on 
doing so, and he took a. photo- 
graph of a wounded man who was 
being carried down from one of 
them.” 


Tue Last Hote. 


‘The doctor and the minister had 
a round of golf together. It was 
an even game, but the doctor won 
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by getting the last hole. The 
minister was depressed. Said the 
cheerful doctor as they made their 
way to the clubhouse, “I suppose 
you would like to see me in my 
grave?” “Oh, that would be no 
good,” was the gloomy response ; 
“it would be your hole too.” 


No Grace Berore PorrIDGE. 

A minister doing duty in a 
neighbouring parish was being en- 
tertained by one of the elders, a 
well-to-do farmer, over the week- 
end. On the Sunday morning they 
sat down to breakfast, beginning 
with porridge, and the whole 
family started to eat “them” at 
once, without waiting for a blessing. 
The minister, after a little, fell to 
with the others; then, when he was 
about to go on with ham and eggs, 
the host held up a restrainine hand 
—No’ without askin’ a b' ssin’.” 
‘Somewhat surprised, the minister 
did so, and the breakfast proceed- 
ed. “If it is a fair question, Mr. 
Hayerop,” said the minister when 
they had finished, “Why did yov 
not ask a blessing on the porridge?” 
“Whit wad we dae that for? an- 
swered the farmer in surprise; 
“We grow the meal wirsels!” 








The Trial of Mr. Frazer 
Tokio, April 16. 

At the trial to-day of Mr. Frazer, 
second mate of the Persian Prince, 
on a charge of manslaughter in 
connexion with the death of a boy 
pedlar, expert opinion showed that 
the boy’s death was due to hemorr- 
hage of the brain, caused by ex- 
ternal injuries. The Procurator 
demanded a punishment of five 
years’ hard labour. Judgement 
will be delivered on Tuesday.— 
Reuter. 

Turee Years’ IMPRISONMENT. 

Tokio, April 19. 

Sentence of three years’ impri- 
sonment was passed to-day on the 
mato Frazer, of the str. Persian 
Prince, who was tried on a charge 
of manslaiighter in connexion with 
the death of a boy pedlar whom he 
assaulted on board that vessel at 
Yokohama. Notice of appeal was 
given.—Reuter. 








" Japanese Ladies’ Thirst for 


Learning 
Tokio, April 17. 


In view of the fact that, of late 
the number of Japanese ladies who 
hanker for liberal education has 
considerably increased, the Imper- 
ial University of Tokio has already 
admitted 74 lady special students, 
and the Waseda University is now 
conducting a qualifying examina- 
tion of lady special students. The 
Nippon University has also decid- 
ed to admit lady students without 
any qualifying examination and it 
jg said that the number of appli- 
cants is about 150, including sever- 
al Chinese ladies. Among these 
women, there are many who wish 
to go in for politics and law, a fact 
which is attracting the | public 
attention as a sign of intellectual 
thirst on the part of Japanese 
ladies.—Eastern News Agency. 
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Hongkong’s Governor at 
Peking 
Peking, April 21. 
The Governor of Hongkong, Sir 
Reginald Stubbs, arrived here this 
morning from Weihaiwei. He was 
received at the station by Sir 
Beilby Alston with a party of 
Officials from the British Legation 
and a guard of honour drawn from 
the Legation Guard.—Reuter. 





Stamp Duties Amended in 


Hongkong 
Hongkong, April 15. 


The Legislative Council _yester. 
day passed the first reading of a 
bill amending the Stamp Duty Law, 
based on the Stamp Acts of the 
United Kingdom. Amongst the old 
duties which it is proposed to in 
crease are those on bills of lading 
charter parties, godown warrants 
mortgages, share transfers and 
warine policies, while new duties 
are proposed in regard to bills of 
exchange, telegraphic transfers. 
and share contracts. The measure 
would make the non-payment of 
duty a criminal offence, with cer 
tain exceptions.—Reuter. 


[SS 
Toxro, April 18—The Prelimin- 
ary Court has remanded for forma] 
trial the | Korean, Ryo Kinkwan, 
who is accused of having murdered 
Bin Genshouku, the pro-Japanese 
leader, on January 15.—Reuter. 





In a strongly worded telegram to 
Peking demanding the pay of the 
Chinese Navy for February and 
March, the Commander-in-Chief 
and several commanders state that, 
unless this is forthcoming, it is 
feared that there will be a mutiny. 
Peking is asked fo allot a special 
fund for the purpose of paying the 
Navy regularly in future and to 
purchase the necessary rations. 
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WOMEN’S FAMINE RELIEF 
SOCIETY 





Fine W: rk Among the Mothers 


A letter has been received from 
Shangtehho, Honan, describing the 
work being done amongst the 
mothers in the country districts, 
There are over 5.000 women receiv- 
ing help from the Erskine Hospital, 
not counting inmates, who amount 
to over 700 cases, -and over 490 
babies have been born in the Hos 
pital. The doctors acknowledge 
with grateful thanks help in the 
way of money and clothing that 
has been sent by the Society, 


Cuinese Scxootereis’ Hex, 


The girls of fhe High School at 
Amoy organized and carried out 
an entertainment, at which they 
represented different Chinese 
customs. The result of their energy 
amounts to the splendid sum of 
$340.60, which they have kindly 
forwarded to the Society for Famine 
Work. The subscription acknow- 
ledged in the name of Miss ‘Monk 
in the last report, should have read 
“Miss Moule, Hangchow.” 





Tis. $ 
Already Acknowledged 2,487.03 24,922.69 
Mrs. Bickerton (monthly) 5.00 


Mrs, Ayscough's lecture 

(additional) 4.60 
Girls of the High School, 

Amoy “340.00 


Tis. 2,487.03 $25,283.23 





Subscriptions may be sent to the Hon. 
Treasurer, Mrs. R. B. Mauchan, 48 
Avenue Dubai). 





Tur “Peking Leadér” states that 
as a result of the storm on April 
13 last, the Richard Hangar shed 
was blown down, damaging the 
Vimy ten-seater. Joy-flights over 
Peking are therefore suspended 
until the machine is repaired. 
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MEXICAN DOLLARS 


TAELS 
MEXICAN DOLLARS 








CURRENT ACCOUNTS 

TAELS MEXICAN DOLLARB 
SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 

TAEL8 STERLING 


FIXED DEPOSITS 





The American-Oriental Banking Corporation 
| 15 Nawgixe Roan, Saanquat 


PAY BY CHECK | 


$1 opens a Savings Account 
$100 opens a Checking Account 


AMERICAN GOLD 


STERLING 
AMERICAN GOLD 
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SHANGHAI NEWS 





SHANGHAI MEDICAL 
SOCIETY 





Important Body Formed 


Readers will be interested to 
Jearn that as a result of a series of 
preliminary meetings a society has 
just been formed consisting of most 
of the resident medical practitioners 
of — Shanghai. The Shanghai 
Medical Society, as the new body 
is called, includes in its ranks re- 
putable doctors of all classes and 
nationalities. 

The object of the society will be 
the promotion of medical, surgical 
and collateral sciences in China. 


This will be done by means of 
lectures and clinics. In addition, 
thanks to St. Luke’s Hospital, 


members of the society have the 
privilege of using its very extensive 
medical and surgical library. 
The headquarters of the Society 
will be in Shanghai, but its mem- 
- bers will, it is hoped, include not 
only resident members of all na- 
tionalities, but associate members 
in other parts of China and_ the 
Far East. Any properly qualified 
medical practitioner will be eligible 
for membership on application to 
the Secretary, subject to the ap- 
proval of the Council elected from 
amongst the resident members. 


The officers of the society are as 
follows :—President: Dr. S. A. Ran- 
som; Vice-president: Dr. Howard 
G. Barrie; Secy. and Treas. Dr. 
EH. Lovett Cumming; Councillors: 
Dr: F. M. Neild, Dr. H. Fresson, 
Dr. H. H. Morris, Dr. W. S. New. 

Already 52 practitioners in Shang- 
hai have signified their intention of 
joining the society. 











A Critic’s Lot is not a 
Happy One 


In connexion with a revue recent- 
ly staged at tho Apollo Theatre by 
a local Russian company, the editor 
of the “Russian Echo” published a 
critique adverse to the play and 
somo of the people responsible for 
it. The result was that two gentle- 
men concerned wrote to the editor 
demanding an apology, and the 
apology not being forthcoming, re- 
presentatives were despatched to 
the editorial sanctum bearing a 
challenge. The challenge was not 
accepted, bué the editor is reported 
to have consulted the Bureau for 
Russian Affairs and offered to 
submit the matter to arbitration, 
and to publish an apology should 
the referees think one to be neces- 

- sary, but not otherwise. Here the 
matter rests for the present. 





An operation for appendicitis 
#as on Monday morning performed 
on Rear-Admiral G. H. Borrett, 
cp. Admiral Borrett is in the 
Nursing Home, and his many 
friends will learn with satisfaction 
that the operation has been quite 
successful. 





THE NORTH-CHINA HERALD. 


THE TRAFFICKERS 
IN RICE 





Grain Hlegally Handled in Broad 
Daylight 

Recently reference at some length 
was made to the illicit export of 
rico to Japan in large quantities 
which finds its way from Shanghai 
and Wusih by junk to Pukou 
whence it is sent north by train. 
Despite the fact that this iis ex- 
pressly forbidden, the illegal traffic 
appears to continue unabated. 

Until recently, junks with a top 
cargo of a different nature unload- 
ed their cargoes at Pukou in the 
daytime, but the transference of the 
rice to railway trucks from the 
godowns was conducted under cover 
of night. 

At present and for the last few 
days loading on to freight-cars has 
been conducted in broad’ daylight. 

The following details of cargoes 


of rice have now come to hand, 
showing that the traffickers are 
growing bolder, instigated, no 
doubt, by the success of their 
efforts. 

On Saturday last loading on 
to the trucks in the day- 
time first began. As an_ in- 
stance of the immensity of 
the traffic, a certain merchant, 


whose stocks are said to outnumber 
those of any other merchant there, 
occupies, with the exception of one 
lot only, the whole of one railway 
siding. On Monday morning last 
this merchant discharged 30 tons of 
first-class rice from T.P.R. Reg. 
Junk No, 104. 

Inquiries as to the destination of 
this train-load elicited _ various 
answers. Somo avowed that the 
freight was consigned to Peking, 
others to Tientsin, while others sug- 
gested Tsinanfu. As, however, 
three army officials were carefully 
noting its movement, it may be 
surmised that the cargo is being re- 
quisitioned by the military au- 
thorities. No huchao nor papers of 
any description were produced by 
either the parties with the junk or 
those with the railway freight cars. 

A fleet of junks which left Wuhu 
on April 14 arrived at Pukou on 
April 18 and commenced discharg- 
ing cargo at 10.30 a.m. Some of 
the cargo was transferred immedi- 
ately to freight cars, the rest being 
stacked on the sidings. The regis- 
tered numbers of the junks were as 
follows :— 

W. 21319: W. 6388; W.3102; W. 
7880: W. 4958; W. 9863; W. 197; 
W. 6334: W. 2727; W. 575; W. 
17541; W. 2955; W. 1971. 

‘Appended below is a table giving 
tho numbers of railway freight 
cars, with the amount of rice 
earried by each, which were loaded 
on the 18th instant:— 
No. of T.P.R. Car. 

26165 
24001 
26148 
M416 
17084 
17028 
34169 - 
26108 


ats 
26038 





Rice in Tons. 
20 


20 
20 
20 
15 
15 
30 
2 
0 
20 
20 





Aprin 23, (991. 





WEDDING 


Robert—Lee 


_ A wedding that was greatly en- 
joyed by all who were present took 
place on Saturday afternoon, when, 
at Holy Trinity Cathedral, Mr. R. 
W. Roberts, of the Chartered Bank 
of India, Australia & China, was 
married to Miss Ethel Mary Lee, 
daughter of the Rev. H. Phillips 
Lee, Newtown Vicarge, Wem, 
Shropshire, who arrived from Eng- 
land about 10 days ago by the 
P. & O. §. Soudan. The Rev. C. 
E. Spencer conducted the service 
and Mr. J. Waddell played the 
organ. The bride, who was given 
away by Mr. C. J. Scott, manager 
of the Chartered Bank, looked ex- 
tremely well in a dress of white 





crépe de chine and shadow 
lace, with train. She wore a 
tulle veil, embroidered at the 
corners with true-lovers’ knots 


and a wreath of orange blossoms. 
She was attended by the little 
Misses Peggy and Hilary Scott as 
bridesmaids. The best man was 
Mr. W. G. Hollyer, of the Char- 
tered Bank, and Mr. H! Wallace 
and Mr. M. E. Columbine, also of 
the Bank, acted as ushers. After 
the service a reception was held at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Scott, 3 
Route Ghisi, where the health of 
bride and bridegroom was proposed 
by Mr. Scott, in a very happy 
speech, with suitable replies by the 
bridegroom and best man; the 
latter speaking for the bridesmaids. 
Quite in accordance with the proper 
marriage traditions an informal 
dance filled out the afternoon till 
the departure of bride and bride- 
groom. The bride’s going away 
dress was a grey cloth coat and 
skirt, with black hat. The honey- 
moon is being spent in a houseboat 
on the Taihu. 





34116 

31129 

36055, 

34059 
_ Five more cars were loaded later 
in the day and a train of 20 cars 
left that night. 

Information is now to hand that 

following the 13 junks which 
arrived at Pukou on Apri! 18, a fleet 
of 23 arrived the next day to 
discharge 10,000 bags of No. 1 rice. 
They were in charge of a military 
party, the officer over whom either 
would not or could not produce a 
kuchao. He is, however, reported 
to have said that it was all destin- 
ed for Tientsin within the next 24 
hours and it was in fact loaded 
into three trains. 
_ The same afternoon three more 
junks, Nos. W. 16387, W. 1044 and 
W. 11,463, discharged 30 tons of first 
quality rice. Again there were no 
papers but it was ascertained that 
the grain had been purchased by a 
Tientsin merchant at $6.50 per 
picnl. 


SSss 





Aw American consular office open- 
ed at Kalgan on April 1 with Mr. 
Samuel Sokobin, vice-consul, in 
charge. Mr. Sokobin recently 
passed through Shanghai accom- 
panied by Mrs. Sokobin. 
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PUBLIC UTILITIES IN 
FRENCH CONCESSION 


Meeting Between Counciland 
Company’s Delegate—What 
is to be Done 

On Monday last a mecting took 
place between M. L. Bridou, an 
old resident of Shanghai and the 
representative of the French tram- 
way company and the French 
Municipal Council, relative to the 
dispute over the alleged inade- 
quacy of the company’s services. 
M. Bridou attended at the latter’s 
invitation. he 

At the commencement of the 
proceedings the president of the 
Council, M. Dufaure de la Prade, 
welcomed M. Bridou and, in the 
name of the Council, expressed 
gratification at the nomination of 
M. Bridou as the company’s re- 
presentative. His personality was 
a guaratee of the spirit which 
would animate the negotiations and 
it went without saying that M. 
Bridou, formerly a resident, a mem- 
ber of the Council and President 
of the French Chamber of Com- 
merce, would not have the heart not 
to respond to the desires of the 
Municipality, and had rendered too 
many services to the French cause 
not to know how to reconcile the 
obligations which his mission im- 
posed upon him with the necessities 
of the development of the French 
Concession. 


M. Bridou thanked the president 
and stated that it was with the 
aim of reconciling the two points 
of view that he had accepted the 
position of representative of the 
company. He had, first of all, to 
lead the public, and the Council 
which was born of it, to a more 
exact appreciation of the company’s 
efforts and the measures taken by 
it to meet the needs of the French 
Concession. Hoe looked forward to 
a fruitful collaboration between 
the Council and the company. 

M. Bridou then unfolded the 
company’s programme as follows :— 

The works contemplated were:— 

1, The main conduit :—The Chin- 
ese authorities were at present pro- 
ceeding with the necessary accom- 
modating works along the path of 
this main. 

2. The filter beds:—Work on 
these will commence at the end of 
this month. 

3. Pumps:—These have been or- 
dered in France and will arrive 
shortly. 

4. The steel intake pipe from the 
middle of the Huangpu to the 
tanks:—This has also been ordered 
in France and if, by reason of 
force majeure, it does not arrive in 
time the technical service of the 
company will instal a conduit of 
sheet steel. 

M. Bersani also spoke on the 
present and future situations of the 
water supply. 

M. Bridou assured the Council 
that the programme of extensions, 
giving, without over taxing the 
system, a daily production of 26,500 
cubic metres per diem, would be 
completed by the end of May, 1921, 
except where prevented by force 
majeure, 


The Council accepted in princi- 
ple this total of 26,500 cubic metres 
a day for May, 1922. 

A somewhat lengthy discussion 
followed on the subject of the 
purity of the water supply, a ques- 
tion with which M-~ Mailly, so 
rightly, 1s occupied, and on this 
the Council made a note of the 
company’s promises, 


BURGLARY IN THE 
WESTERN DISTRICT 





Mysterious Nocturnal Visitor Who 
Baflles the Polize 


The Western district is again 
chuckling over the exploits of a 
burglar blessed with a sense cf 
humour in addition to his preda- 
tory instincts. Hongkew and Cen- 
tral seem to get all the hardheart- 
ed gentlemen who work for money 
alone, robbing change shops, opium 
hongs and so forth, whilst the 
garden part of the Settlement at 
least gets a laugh in return for its 
losses. Some while ago it was a 
burglar who turned to account the 
story of the foreign lady ghost of 
Wongkashaw Gardens and made 
several good hauls before Detective- 
Sergeant Kiloh trapped hira and 
spoilt the ghost story. Then there 
was the gentleman who made a 
speciality of robbing the houses of 
judges and eminent lawyers. 

The latest burglar is one who oc- 
casionally picks up a little money, 
but has an absolute passion for 
clothes, watches and clocks. Silver 
forks, spoons and trophies are safe 
with him, also silks, curios and 
pictures, but an old sports coat or 
a Waterbury are doomed. The 
police of Bubbling Well have 
sought for a long time to catch this 
burglar, but up to the present they 
have not the slightest clue to his 
identity, for innumerable speci- 


mens of fingerprints, al] ‘by the 
same man, cannot be duplicated 
amongst the big collection in the 


rogues’ gallery of the S.M.P. 
His Latest Escarape. 


In the early hours of last Friday 
morning, this gentleman added an- 
other burglary to his account, the 





vietim being Mr. A. H. Gordon, of 
61 Yuyuen Road. About 3.15 a.m., 
Mrs. Gordon woke up and called 
to her husband that there was a 
man in the room. Mr. Gordon im- 
mediately dashed in chase and says 
that he heard someone ahead, 
but could not catch him. Sub- 
sequent investigation establish- 
ed the fact that the burglar -had 
broken down the fence of two 
gardens, behind a shrubbery, and 
also Mr. Gordon’s fence, pulled 
open some shutters and forced a 
window inwards, breaking the bolt 
and so gaining entrance to the 
house. ‘There he opened _ every 
drawer he could find and got away 
with some clothes and a little 
money. 

Fingerprints were found every- 
where and the household were also 
impressed by the quantity of ash 
lying about, but the police say 





that this is the usual thing after 
a Chinese burglar has been at work. 
These visitors don’t go in for elec- 





SEATTLE’S EYES ON THE 
CHINA TRADE 


Important Business Commission 


Coming by the Wenatchee 

A letter received by Mr. E. S. 
Cunningham, American Consul- 
General, from the Seattle Chamber 
of Commerce and Commercial Club, 
announces the arrival in Shanghai 
of a representative delegation of 
Pacific Northwest business men on 





the Admiral steamer Wenatchee 
due to arrive about April 26. 
Their mission is __ significant 


because it signalizes the inaugura- 
tion of the new American trans- 
Pacific passenger service from 
Puget Sound to the Orient and 
because it aims to promote friendly 
commercial relations between the 
North Pacific Coast gateway of 
America and the ports of the Far 
East. The str. Wenatchee which 
brings them is named from a city 
in the famous apple district of the 
State of Washington and is said to 
be the finest steamship built by the 
United States Shipping Board. 
The personnel of the delegation 
includes Captain J. 8. Gibson, the 
chairman of the str. Wenatchee 
Celebration Committee, who is also 
chairman of the Seattle Chamber 
of Commerce and Naval Affairs 
Committee and President of _ the 
International Stevedoring Com- 
pany and of the Washington 
Stevedoring Company; Mr. E. 
G. Anderson, Vice-President pro 
tem and chairman of the 
Foreign Trade Bureau of the 
Seattle Chamber of Commerce and 
President of the Western Dry 
Goods Company; Mr. H. C. Henry, 
President of the Metropolitan Bank - 
and of tho Pacific Creosoting Com- 
pany, who is also a railroad build- 
er; Mr. J. A. Swalwell, President 
of the Union National Bank; Mr. 
J. H. Fox, President of the 


Commercial Boiler Works and 
former president of the Arctic 
Club; Mr. Brink, Vice- 


President of the Washington Iron 
Works; Mr. C. E. Hill, secretary 
of the Douglas Fir Exploitation 
and Export Company. 

Several other prominent citizens 
of Seattle are also planning to 
make the trip, besides influential 
business men from other Coast 
cities. Seattle has grown very 
rapidly during the past few years 
and she is already taking aa 
exceedingly prominent place in tho 
commercial world by virtuo of her 
energetic progressiveness. The de- 
legation of business men she is 
now sending to Far Eastern 
countries is a most significant 
proof of this spirit. 





tric torches, but take a supply of 
the touch-paper sticks used with 
Chinese pipes, which give a flaro 
when blown on and can be damped 
down immediately. Another curious 
point is that a dog, quartered in 
the scullery and who is not of the 
quiet order, apparently never stir- 
red. Mr. Gordon, indeed, says 
that, when the household came 
down, the dog seemed particularly” 
drowsy and it is suggested that he 
was possibly drugged. 
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THE CANALS OF MARS 





Lecture by Dr. Chatley 


On Monday afternoon the members 
cf the Quest Society met at the 
Rooms of the Royal Asiatic Society, 
when Dr. H. Chatley delivered an 
interesting lecture on “The Canals 
of Mars” which his hearers mani- 
festly appreciated. 


LIkeLinoop or INHABITATION. 


In the course of his remarks Dr. 
Chartley remined his hearers that 
on a previous occasion he had ex- 
plained that Venus and Mars were 
the only two planets which ap- 
peared at all lixely to be suitable 
for life and that even they seemed 
respectively too hot and wet and 
toc cold and dry. It was his ob- 
ject to discuss in greater detuil 
the arguaent in the case of Mars. 
The case for the possibility of life 
on Mars depended on the presence 
there of liquid water and the case 
tor the actual existence of intel- 
ligent life depended on the reg- 
ularity, straightness and artificial 
arrangement of the lines called the 
canus. Ubservations made ever 
since the invention of the tele- 
scope show permanent markings, 
changes of colour and in partic- 
war polar caps which wax and 
wane with the Martian seasons, 
Since 1877 Mars has been mappeil, 
especially by Schiaparalli and 
Lowell, with moderately consistent 
results, and the objective reality 
ot tne “cunais’’ is esvabiished, but 
the difficulties of seeing still cause 
some doubt as to whether they 
are really quite so mechanically 
perfect as Lowell maintains, Mars 
can only be seen moderately clear- 
ly from a high mountain observ: 
tory on a cain, clear night with 
@ comparatively small telescope 
and at its best is only about six 
times the apparest size of the full 
moon to the naked eye, when ob- 
served through such an instrument. 
Suitable occasions for good ob- 
ser ation oven about every two 
years when Mars is about  forty- 
five million miles away and really 
good opportunities are only afford- 
eu onve im niteen years. ‘the next 
is in 1924. 


Srairs or VEGETATION. 


Lowell's observations, which are 
partially contirmed by photographs 
incidentally very difficult to obtain 
show that both the grey-green and 
reddish areas of the planet are 
covered with a network of fine 
straight lines intersecting one an- 
other and connecting to points in 
the grey-green areas. He, and 
others, are convinced that these 
can ‘only be explained as 
strips of - vegetation irrigated 
artificially from the polar caps, 
and claims to have shown 
that they and the dark green 
areas change with the sea- 
sons in a manner consistent with 
the hypothesis of vegetation. Com- 
Putations as to temperature, at- 
mosphere, ete., are a little contra- 
dictory but not definitely and final- 
ly adverse to the hypothesis. The 
aimosphere certainly exists since 
the polar caps evaporate, but there 
cannot be many clouds. As to the 
temperature, under certain condi- 





‘ Y 





tions as to the gases in the atmo- 
sphere, it may be comparable with 
that of the earth in spite of the 
fact that the solar rays are only 
four-ninths the strength of those 
that reach the earth. There can- 
not be much water, but there may 
be some. There are two moons, one 
of which rises in the west and 
sets in the east. 


Intetiicenr Bernes Unstixe Mey. 


If, and it seems probable, the 
network of the so-called “canals” 
is as artificial as is maintained, it 
Seems impossible to avoid the con- 
clusion that it has been produced 
by intelligent beings with a world 
organization, capable of mathe- 
niatical work, able to construct 
enormous pumping plants and to 
develop intensive agriculture. Con- 
trary to popular belief they can- 
rot be like men. Gravity is one 
third that on the earth so that 
they must be quite differently pro- 
portioned from men; the air is 
very thin, so that they must have 
enormous Jungs or gills; their very 
senses will be different from ours. 
If they can hear they probably 
have large ears and as the light 
is fainter they may have very big 
eyes. When one considers the 
great variety of living forms on 
earth and adds the different con- 
ditions on Mars, it beco nes certain 
that a Martian would appear to a 
man as a monstrosity, Incidentally 
the Martian would probably think 
the same of man, which fact may 
perhaps teach us modesty. It has 
been argued plausibly that the 
aridity of Mars indicates the prob- 
able future of the earth, and the 
string of deserts which encircles 
the equator is perhaps the begin- 
ing of a general desertism which 
will compel world co-operation or 
exterminate all life on the earth. 


PossiBILITIEs OF COMMUNICATION. 


Much has been made of the poss- 
ibility of communicating with 
Mars. Projectiles with a speed 
of ten miles per second could 
make the journey and the discovery 
of an antigravitational force would 
also do the trick. Signalling by 
wireless is a possibility although 
the language difficulty would be 
very serious. Possibly a start could 
be made with numbers. Telepathists 
and spiritualists have already com- 
municated but unfortunately the 





messages do not agree with one 
another. . 
Future research will probably 


clear ‘up the doubt as to the reg- 
ularity of the “canals,” and it 
may be that even in 1924 we shail 
know whether we have any Martian 
neighbours or not. The question 
is an extraordinarily interesting 
one from a philosophical point of 
view and may even like other ap- 
parently useless inquiries lead to 
the strangest practical results. 





Earty on the morning of the 15th 
instant, states the “Chung Hua 
Hsin Pao,” one Loh Si-hwa, a con 
tractor’s employee, was brutally 
stabbed and killed at the corner of 
Rue Amiral Bayle and Rue La- 
fayette, where a number of build- 
ings are being constructed. The 
police have taken ~the matter in 
hand and investigations are being 
made. 





Apri 23, 192i. 


THE TRENCHES 





Seeking Pastures New 


Former foreign proprietors of 
establishments in the ‘Trenches” 
intend to re-open their business, 
not in the vicinity of Jukong Road 
but on a new road, and register 
with the Chinese authorities in the 
names of Chinese citizens, states a 
report appearing in the “China 
Times” on Monday. 

It will be remembered, the report 
continues, that these places were 
closed by the Chinese authorities 
because of the disorderly conduct 
which took place on the premises. 
In those times, the places were 


prosperous and profitable. Now, 
the foreign proprietors, greedy 
for profit and knowing that 


their establishments cannot be re- 
opened on the same basis as before, 
are compelled to think of other 
methods of resuming their business. 

It is learned that they intend to 
start business on a certain new 
road, and have conspired with some 
Chinese whereby the latter will 
claim ownership of the places or 
will become partners therein with 
the hope that they may make good 
profits. 

It is hoped, concludes the report, 
that before issuing any licences, the 
Chinese authorities will make in- 
quiries into the merits of each case 
and not let themselves be deceived 
by applicants. 





Fire at Pootung 


A Chinese house and some other 
buildings at the back of Messrs, 
Butterfield & Swire’s compound at 


Pootung caught fire on Monday 
night, and the flames spread rapidly, 
hghting up the whole of the river 
ivont. Assistance was rendered 
by the staffs of various firms at 
Pootung and officers of the Shang- 
hai Fire Brigade went over to 
guard foreign property. 

Two persons lost their lives and 
three were injured. Thirty-nine 
houses were destroyed, and the 
damage done is estimated at 
$60,000. 


The Artillery Dinner 


The Royal Regiment of Artillery 
dinner arranged to take place at 
the Shanghai Club on Saturday 
night was very successfully held, 
some 65 Shanghai men who served 
in the regiment during the yar 
attending. Col. R. Marr Johnson, 
C.M.G., D.S.0., R.A, presided, and 
proposed the toast of the Terri- 
torials and the New Army, to which 
Major Hugh Martin p.s.o. replied. 
Silent honour was paid to the toast 
of “Our absent comrades.” The 
reunion was a very happy one, and 
an excellent after dinner pro- 
gramme was much enjoyed. 








Execrion of officers for the Social 
Department of the American 
Woman’s Club resulted as follows: 
Mrs. James MacDonald was_re- 
elected for the chairmanship; Mrs. 
C. E. Crane was elected vice-pre- 
sident; Mrs. W. A. Dow, secretary; 
and Mrs. R. A. Parker, treasurer. 
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THE BANDMAN OPERA CO. 





“ Bran Pie” 

The Bandman Company may 
have been worried by the lack of 
Mr. Dan Mansfield, whose ship had 
been delayed, and of Mr. Leyland 
Hodgson, we regret to say ill in 
hospital, and the consequent shift- 
ing round of parts. But they cer- 
tainly never showed it, and none 
of the audience would have guessed 
from the show that there was any 
deficiency. In a word it is an ex- 
cellent show, brightly put together, 
beautifully staged and admirably 
performed. There was a snap and 
finish in the whole presentation 
which made it most exhilarating. 
With good singing and dancing 
and a priceless comedian in Mr. 
Jack Crichton, “Bran Pie” provid- 
ed as good an evening as one could 
wish, Of the scenery and dresses 
much had been said beforehand and 
certainly not a word too much. 
Some of the blending of colours, 
notably in Miss Grace Barry’s 
pretty song “Chasing Rainbows” 
was exquisite, and it was difficult 
to believe that so many “props” 
could be dragged round the Far 
East and so keep their freshness. 
Of many good “dips” into the Bran 
Pie, perhaps the best was eh 
Disorderly Dip” which was quite 
one of the funniest things we re- 
member. The impression one some- 
how got that every one of the men 
knew what khaki meant in real 
earnest certainly did not detract 
from the merit of the piece. Miss 
Madeline Rossitex, with her piano, 
js extremely clever. She was the 
only one allowed to take an encore 
and the audience would gladly 
have had more than one. She 
also dances a “vamp” dance with 
thrilling and rather horrible effect. 
‘Another dancer Miss Doree Hanbury 
deserves special mention for her 
grace and lightness. The ‘Force of 
Habit,” another war time skit, was 
excellently played by Jerry Verno, 
Mr. Tom Scott playing Mr. Dan 
Mansfield’s part, and Miss Dolly 
Prince; and “A Mysterious Dip” 
as a skit on the American detective 
play was immense. Mr. Eric Mas- 
ters has a fine voice and uses it well 
and Miss Dora Dolaro was also well 
heard in a Chinese “dip” —which 
suggests a little that the “dip- 
ping” was made from London. 
There is really nothing to criticize, 
unless of course one Wishes to 
adopt the lofty attitude that such 
shows are all great nonsense and 
that it is better to stop at home 
and read Schopenhauer. For less 
superior mortals the Bandman 
Opera Company are cordially to 
be recommended as giving one @ 
most agreeable taste of London 
finish even in the far Far East. 
As for Mr, Jack Crichton one’s 
only fear is that his popularity 
may lead him to overact, which at 
present he certainly does not. _ But 
one hopes that @ man so genuinely 
funny is too good an artist for 
that. _ 





“Oh Joy!” 


Good as “Bran Pie” was on the 
opening night, the Bandman Co. 


staged an even better and brighter 
thing on Tuesday in “Oh Joy ” 

Jack Crichton again stood out. 
He is a humourist and dancer 
of the first order. A tre- 
mendous worker, and a great suc- 
cess with it, was Jerry Verno—one 
of the Huntley order—who also is 
a first rate comedian. Then there 
was Miss Dolly Prince, as like 
Miss Phyllis Titmuss as ever any- 
one could be, with all that star’s 
ability to please and fascinating 
manner, Erie Masters, Dan Mans- 
field,Tom Scott and Miss Dorce 
Hanbury were all good, but the 
others took the honours from them. 


A BENEFIT NIGHT 


Banvard Co.’s Performance 





The Banvard Co, are to be con- 
gratulated_on two things arising 
out of Wednesday evening's perfor- 
mance: firstly the success of the 
show they gave for the benefit 
of Mr. Harry Neville and second- 
ly for the kindness of heart which 
prompted Mr. Banvard and his 
talented artistes to do what they 
did. The house was packed with 
one of the most enthusiastic au- 
diences that has been seen in 
Shanghai fér some time past and 
the artistes rose to the occasion 
thoroughly. It would be impos- 
sible to say who enjoyed them- 
selves most, the audience or the 
performers. 











Volunteers for Chapei 


Despite the inclement weather on 
Sunday, states the “Hsin Sunpao,” 
six street unions, representing 
more than 20 organizations met to 
discuss the formation of a volun- 
teer corps for Chapei. The chair- 
man pointed out that at the pre- 
sent time when militarism is in 
power and law has no effect, some 
sort of union is necessary for self- 
protection. The formation of a 
volunteer corps would be the best 
means of bringing this about. 
Committees were appointed to 
make preparations for the forma- 
tion of the corps and the drawing 
up of regulations. The latter will 
be discussed at a meeting to be 
held on Saturday after which they 
will be submitted to the Chinese 
General and City Chambers of 
Commerce for approval. 


—_—_—___——————— 





Motor Plough Demonstration 


A lesson in modern agricultural 
methods was given to a group of 
blue-gowned countrymen at Woo- 
sung on Wednesday, who attended 
a practical demonstration in plough- 
ing by the Fordson motor tractor. 
The Fordson disc harrow was also 
shown at work. Some foreign 
youngsters, too, were intent upon 
learning the young idea of how lo 


plough, while the Chinese farm 
labourers were interested, if rather 
overawed, onlookers. The local 


farmer’s plough is of a primitive 
type which has been used by his 
ancestors since the Han dynasty, 








KIANGWAN ROAD 
ROBBERY 


$1,000 Reward 


The robbery which took place a 
few days ago at the residence of 
Mr. Rakusen, No. 1 Kiangwan 
Road, resulted in a loss of proper- 
ty valued at $4,100. A reward of 
$1,000 is offered for information 
which will lead to recovery of the 
stolen jewellery, of which the fol- 
lowing list is published :— 

1 platinum ring set with one large dia- 
mond, valued at $1,000. 

1 platinum brooch set with  sever’al 
‘small diamonds ($700), 

1 platinum tiepin set with one large 
pearl in centre and several small 
diamonds outside ($700). 

1 lady's wrist watch, octagonal, ($300). 

1 pair platinum sleeve links, ‘each set 
with one diamond ($500). 

3 platinum studs, each set with one 
diamond ($500). ; 

1 gold locket and chain ($200). 

1 lady’s onyx ring, set with one dia. 
mond ($200). 








Robbery in Yangtzepoo 


Four robbers, one of whom was 
armed, entered a pawnbroker’s shop 
at No. 471 Yangchow Road on Wed- 
nesday night. A quantity of jewel- 
lery and money was stolen, which 


was afterwards recovered by the 
police. None of the inmates of 
the house were injured, and no 


shots were fired. 








Three Men and a Bed: A 
Smuggling Comedy 


At 9.30 a.m, on the 19th instant 
a Chinese police constable became 
interested in three men who were 
quarrelling in Haining Road and 
took | them to Hongkew . Polico 
Station, together with the subject 
matter of the dispute, a quantity 
of bedding and some artiles of 
luggage. It was found that the 
bedding contained a carefully con- 
cealed package of heroin valued at 
$3,500. It had been purchased by 
two men at a shop in Foochow 
Road and they proposed to leavo 
Shanghai by an early train with a 
view to disposing of the drug up 
country. They engaged a hotel 
porter to convey their luggage and 
bedding to the railway station, 
and a’ third man, who became 
aware of the value of the porter’s 
burden, engaged a ricsha coolie to 
arrange a little robbery en route. 
The coolie was in the act of carry- 
ing out this commission when the 
police arrived on the scene and 
spoiled a pretty little plot. The 
two principals, awaiting the ar- 
rival of their goods at an hotel: 
near the railway station, were 
surprised by a visit from the police 
and so the tale ended—to be con- 
tinued in the Mixed Court. Inci- 
dentally, it was found that a mir- 
ror carried by one of the travellers 
contained a packet of strychnine 
concealed behind the glass. 








and which with much labour ex- 
pended by man and beast only 
succeeds in scratching the -soil. 
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PIRATE ATTACK ON 
THE LIU HSING 





A Pleasant Bickering with Chinese 
Marauders—Monthly Tax 
on Fishermen 


The Chinese Revenue cruiser Liu 
Hsing, just returned to Shanghai 
after a cruise, reports an encounter 
with pirates at the Nan Yu Shan 
island, on the 12th instant. The 
word had been passed that pirates 
were unusually active in the 
vicinity and a sharp look-out was 
kept as the cruiser passed on the 
side of the island—a course not 
usually taken—with the result that 
four pirate junks were discovered 
at anchor in a quiet inlet. As the 
cruiser made toward them, the 
pirates, whose vessels were closé up 
under the rocks, scampered ashore, 
made excellent use of the cover 
afforded by the rocks and uneven 
ground, and opened fire at once. 


Some MarksMaNnsuip. 


Tho band of robbers numbered 
some 50 or 60, and they seem to 
have been armed with first class 
modern rifles and to have number- 
ed amongst them a few prospective 
Bisley Champions. The first shot 
struck the engine-room tube on the 
bridge, to the admiration of the 
Second Officer who was standing a 
few inches away, and other bullets 
quickly found a mark on the 
bridge, upon which the first burst 
of fire was concentrated. Another 
bullet struck a panel of the 
Captain’s cabin and passed out 
through a window on the opposite 
si Bullet holes in the Liu 
Hsing’s funnel well towards the 
top show that the pirate’s mark- 
manship began to grow somewhat 
erratic when the officers of the 
Revenue boat returned the fire. 
Their positions were quickly spot- 
ted from the shore and several 
shots missed them but narrowly. 


Whilst firing was in progress, the 
first officer of the Liu Hsing put 
off to the junks, released five mem- 
bers of the crew of a captured junk, 
and attached a rope to this boat by 
means of which it was towed out. 
It was hopeless to attempt to 
capture any of tho pirates, numer- 
ous as they were and well armed 
in a strong position, and so after 
some two hours of intermittent fir- 
ing, the Liu Hsing steamed away, 
releasing the captured junk at a 
safe distance. The master of this 
craft and three of his men remain- 
ed in captivity with the pirates. 





Dick Deapeye. 


Woe believe this is the first occa- 
sion on which the pirates have ven- 
ured open attack on a boat of 
the Liu Hsing’s class. This 
particular band is said to be very 
strong and well organized, and to 
bo commanded by a former officer 
of the Chinese Navy—a gentleman 
with one eye who entered tho pro- 
fession shortly after the Revoluy 
tion. The one-cye detail may not 
be authentic—we are assured that 
it is—but is suits the character 
admirably and so it is recorded. 
The leader appears to be a man 
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of business capacity, Since, aecord- 
ing to the reports of fishermen in 
these waters, toll is levied upon 
them and collected with scrupulous 
regularity each month. If, then, 
the Pirate King has really but one 
eye, it is certainly an eye to 
business. 








OBITUARY 





Mr. de Reus, Consul-Gen: ral for 
the Netherlands 


It is with much regret that we 
record the death of Mr. Jacob 
Hendrik de Reus, Consul-General 
for the Netherlands, who passed 
away at the Consulate, No. 17 Route 
des Soeur, on Wednesday night. 
During the afternoon he had a 
serious attack of heart trouble, and 
a second one ensuing after slight 
recovery caused his death in the 
evening. The sad event was most 
unexpected, and has_ occasioned 
sincere regret. There is no doubt 
that Mr. de Reus was deeply affect- 
ed by the death of his only daugh- 
ter, 12 years of age, which occurred 
but a few weeks ago; and since 
then, though continuing to attend 
formally to the duties of his office, 
his keenness and interest in things 
gradually waned. 

Mr. de Reus had a career of 
some distinction in the Consular 
Service of his country. He was 
born at Dordrecht in 1866, and 
after his education at the Public 
Commercial School in Rotterdam, 
where he passed his final examina- 
tion in 1885, he attended the Com- 
mercial High School in Antwerp, 
subsequently entering the Consular 
Service. As was customary in 
those days, consular students were 
required to obtain practical exper- 
ience in some large commercial in- 
stitution, so that it was not until 
1890 that Mir. de Reus obtained his 
first official appointment, which 
was at Buenos Aires. After 
spending some time there, he re- 
turned to Holland, went to the 
Foreign Office, and was transferred 
to Constantinople. His next posi- 
tion was at Hamburg, and thence 
he journeyed to the Far East—to 
Yokohama, in 1897. He acted as 
Consul there, and in a similar 
capacity at Kobe, until 1899, in 
which year he was despatched on 
a special mission to central Russia. 
In 1904, he was appointed charge 
@affaires in Venezuela, and three 
years later became Minister re- 
sident for Venezuela, Colombia and 
Panama. A break in diplomatic 
relations between Holland and 
Venezuela brought about his return 
to Holland in 1908, and in_that 
year he was appointed to Hong- 
kong as Consul-General for South 
China. 

Mr. de Reus came to Shanghai in 
1915 and remained here until the 
time of his death, with the excep- 
tion of one period of leave in 1919. 
Prior to his return from Holland 
in August of last year, he was de- 
corated with the order of the 
Netherland’s Lion and was also 
made an officer of the Orange- 
Nassau Order. 
tinetions 








He had many dis-| Dutch East Indies. 
conferred upon him by{ was 55 years of age. Sy 


ARMS AND THE TUCHUN 





A Chang Tso-lin Story 


Strenuous efforts by representa- 
tives of Chang Tso-lin now in 
Shanghai to secure machinery for 
the manufacture of rifles and am-~ 
munition are reported in the Chin- 
ese press. According to one report, 
it has been discovered that a fac- 
tory at Nantao contains seven or 
eight hundred boxes of such machin- 
ery, ordered some years ago from 
America by the Director General of 
Arsenals, and lying unclaimed 
through lack of funds. Chang Tso- 
lin is said to have offered to put up 
$1,000,000 to pay for the transfer of 
the whole consignment to Fengtien, 
‘but he has been unable to secure 
the Government’s sanction. Aa 
effort is accordingly being made to 
purchase other arsenal equipment, 
and the Tuchun’s men are said to 
have half a million dollars at their 
disposal for this purpose. 

Another report which may nof be 
unconnected with this story is, that 
the Tuchuns of Chihli and Feng- 
tien, meeting at Tientsin, decided 
to ask the Government to appoint 
Chang Tso-lin Commander-in-chief 
of the Fengtien army to operate 
against the Mongolians at Urga. 








A distinguished visitor to Shang- 
hai during the week-end was Sir 
Robert Ho Tung, the leading Chin- 
ese resident of Hongkong. Sir 
Robert did not stay in Shanghai, 
but left on Saturday night for 
Peking. 





Ar 10.45 p.m. on the 17th instant, 
five Cantonese entered a cake shop 
at No. 648 North Honan Road and 
held up the inmates. One of the 
thieves closed and secured the front 
door, whilst another drove the in- ~ 
mates of the shop into a small back 
room, where their hands were tied 
with cord. The others busied them- 
selves in ransacking the premises. 
At 2 o'clock the following morn- 
ing the robbers left by the back door | 
with their booty, $895 in jewellery 
and $367 cash. The matter was 
reported to the West Hongkew 
Police Station at 8 o’clock, six 
hours after the thieves had left, 
and, as might be expected, no ar- 
rests_were made. It is said that 
the thieves went into the shop long 
before closing time and stayed there 
about an hour before disclosing 
their business. A very cool gang, 
indeed, even to the complainants. 





other countries in recognition of 
his very able services. His loss is 
greatly regretted by the Nether- 
land’s community in Shanghai, by 
whom he was greatly esteemed as 
a friend and an official. 

His interest in the business of 
the community was keen and prac- 
tical, and among the many enter- 
prises to his credit is that of being 
one of the founders of the Java- 
China-Japan steamship line, whilst 
he was also very practically con- 
cerned in the development of the 
Mr. de Reus 
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SCIENCE IN OLD CHINA 





Lecture to Royal Asiatic Society 
—Myth of Ancient Chinese 
Scientific Wisdom Exploded 


“Science in Ancient China” was 
the subject of an interesting ad- 
dress given on Thursday to mem- 
bers of the Royal Asiatic Society 
by Dr. Herbert Chatley. There is 
a popular belief, said the lecturer, 
common to old China hands as well 
as the Chinese themselves, that 
ancient China possessed extraordin- 
ary wisdom in the physical 
sciences. Strictly speaking, how- 
ever, the ancient world knew uo 
such thing as science, either in the 
East or the West, as understood 
in the modern sense of the word, 
that is to say: method based cn 
the conception of complete con- 
sistency between fact and idea and 
involving complete agreement be- 
tween the two. China had never- 
theless made important contribu- 
tions to knowledge. 


Tueory oF Evouvrion, 


There were three great periods 
of intellectual activity in China: the 


primitive period of Yao and 
Shun, the middle period of 
Confucius and his school, and 


the late period of the philosoph- 


er Chu—about the time of 
the Plantagenets. The general 
with the 


philosophy associated 
jook of Changes professed to ex- 
plain the evolution of the Universe 
in terms of the great positive and 
negative principles, providing a 
system upon which all Chinese 
philosophy has been framed and 
having for one of its leading ideas 
the polarity, or sex character, of 
all things—a fact to which more at- 
tention migh. well be given. Some 
idea of ‘ne scientific literature of 
China can be gained from Wylie’s 
biography, said the lecturer, and 
one cannot but be struck with the 
enormous part played by letters in 
China. The characters have be- 
come almost divine in Chinese 
eyes, and for many centuries ex- 
traordinary importance has been 
attached to literature as such. At 
the same time, the involved charac- 
ter of the language has proved a 
hindrance to the acquisition of real 
knowledge. 

‘The lecturer proceeded to give 
an outline of the Chinese records 
in various branches of science. {n 
the Book of History there are early 
references to astronomy, touching 
upon the sun, moon and 
planets and the chronological 
eycles. Mathematics were develop- 
ed up to the solution of complex 
equations, arrived at before the 
Jesuit missionaries added so con- 
siderably to this branch of learning. 
In meteorology, the early interest 
in the subject was noted, and some 
interesting comment offered ty 
the lecturer upon the development 





of the calendar. In geology, the 
early reference to fossils and 
development of the theory of 


periodic cataclysms wis mentioned, 
the speaker following this with 
notes on chemistry, the story of 
alchemy, and the practical use 
made of chemical knowledge in the 
arts of metallurgy, ceramics, and 


the manufacture of gunpowder. in 
physics, he touched upon the theory 
of music, the practice of hydraulic 
engineering, building construction, 
printing, and the mariner’s com- 
pass, and mentioned the curious 
and vague tradition of a Chinese 
flying machine. 
Taporotance or Ritvat. 


The records of medicine showed 
rudimentary ideas of anatomy and 
medicines apparently of a Mac- 
bethian character. The progress of 
botany was shown by the national 
skill in agriculture, the cultivation 
of rice and other cereals indicating 
considerable practical knowledge, 
while the large number of plants 
named in the Book ‘of Poetry w. 
an evidence of extensive observe 
tion. In psychology and sociology, 
heredity, mass suggestion, magic, 
music and ritual occupied important 
places, and much sound thought 
and careful observation of human 








relationships was shown in the 
Chinese treatment of the science 
of Government in regard ww 


taxation, responsibility, family re- 
lations, the right to rebel, com- 
petitive examinations, and the 
power of letters. The predominance 
of political ideas in China as com- 
pared with other forms of thought 
had had a remarkable effect, and 
might perhaps be associated’ with 
the past prosperity and endurance 
of the people. 

In his general conclusion, Dr. 
Chatley observed that China had 
something both of science, the 
control of nature, and __ political 
thought, the control of man,—the 
two bases of civilization—but in 
neither had she succeeded in 
achieving that continuous adapta- 
tion which was essential to pro- 
gress. 








Rotary Club Activities 


At the weekly rotary Club tiffin 
on Thursday, Mr. Ceci] Holliday de- 
livered an’ interesting talk on 
“Civic Affairs.” Mr. Holliday has 
been a resident of Shanghai for 44 
years. Following his talk, Hon. 
E. 8. Cunningham, the American 
Consul-General, spoke. Mr. Hi C. 
Norman. president of the Rotary 
Club, appointed a committee on 
Civic Affairs composed of Mr. T. 
E. Doremus, chairman, W. S. 
Fleming, Dr. C. T. Wang, Dr. W. 
S. Parsons, and Mr. K. de Vault, 
the committee to make plans for 
a Civic League. Tho Rotary Club 
also announced a gift of $225 to 
be given for the aid of the Wayport 
rooms which are to serve as a hostel 
for American and European sailors. 
These rooms are on 148K. Boone 
Road and are being established by 
St. Joseph’s Catholic Association. 





AccorviNG to information receiv- 
ed by Hsu Yuan, Commissioner for 
Foreign Affairs, 11 German and 
Austrian prisoners of war arrived 
in Shanghai recently from Sin- 
kiang, states the ‘Eastern Times.” 
Mr. Hsu immediately notified the 
Dutch Consul General who sent a 
deputy to escort nine of them to 
the Consulate. The other two, who 
were Poles, were taken to the Yih 
Ping Shang Hotel. 





Another New Chinese Bank 
Opened 


The opening of the Shanghai and 
Haimen Industrial Bank at No. 
468 Tientsin Road was marked by 
a reception all day on Thursday 
when visitors were received by Loh 
Tsung-pang, president; Ku Tien- 
fang and Sih Mien-zung, managers; 
S. 'f. Tsao, cashier; and Ho Pah- 
zung, business manager. 

‘Though occupying an unimposing 
building, the bank promises to do 
Dusiness on a large scale for de- 
posits amounting to more than 
$2,000,000 were received up to three 
o'clock yesterday afternoon, from 
Wusih, “Haimen, Tungehow, Soo- 
chow, Hangehow, Kashing, Nan- 
king, and locally. The actual 
capital is $500,000 all of which has 
been paid up. Business will be 
carried on along modern lines, but 
the managers state that their in- 
tention is to specialize in docu- 
mentary bills. 


On the ground floor are the 
counters and offices, while the 
second floor is used for reception 
rooms, board rooms, dining room, 
and bed rooms for employees. A 
reinforced fire-proof vault hag been 
installed at the back of the build- 
ing. 

Throughout the day there was a 
continuous flow of visitors, while 
well-wishers of the bank sent their 
representatives, scrolls, congratu- 
latory telegrams and messages, eto. 








Asout 3 o’clock on Sunday after- 
noon, a Chinese garage motor car, 
whilst being driven along East 
Yalu Road, knocked down and 
severely injured an old beggar 
woman. The woman was taken to 
St. Elizabeth’s Hospital, where she 
died shortly afterwards. The 
chauffeur has been detained by the 
police, pending the result of an 
inquest. 








Touch Tender Spots With 
Caticura After Shaving 








Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


252 


THE NORTH-CHINA HERALD. 


Aprin 23, 1921. 





CORRESPONDENCE 





FAMINE SURTAXES AND 
RAILWAY SPENDINGS. 


fo the Editor of the 
“Norru-Cuisa Dairy News.” 


Srr,—The attention of this 
Ministry has been called to the 
publication in your paper dated 
March 12 of an article “Chinese 
and Famine Surtax.” It says:— 

“It may further be remembered that 
tho strongest point of objection taken by 
the Chinese merchants is that these 
taxes once. imposed will never be re- 
pealed.”” 

As by “these taxes” are meant 
besides others also surcharges on 
railway, telegraph and postal ser 
vices it is necessary for the Minis- 
try to furnish for public informa- 

—tion the following statement. 

As a matter of fact we have sub 
mitted the report to the public 
from time to time since we started 
the collection of such extra charges 
five months ago. The readers of 
your paper must have had a clear 
view of the situation. But we still 
wish to publish a brief statement 
of the facts in your paper in order 
to ayoid any possible misunder- 
standings among your readers. 


According to the special budget 
for the construction work of the 
two projected lines of Tsang-Shib 
and Chefoo-Weihsien, we expect to 
receive an approximate .sum of 
$5,000,000 within a period of onc 
year from the surcharges on rail- 
way, telegraph and postal services. 
But this sum, even fully received 
according to .the budget, is not 
sufficient for the construction work 
of the road beds of the said two 





not have enough money to pay 
them. 

These are the financial troubles 
which this Ministry has to meet 
during the previons months and we 
wish to bring them out to the pub- 
lie for sympathy and appreciation. 

As to the term for the extra 
charges it has been officially an- 
nounced that the collection of the 
said surcharges should cease after 
a period of one year. The public 
should have the full confidence in 
this matter. With regard to the 
accounts kept for such receipts this 
Ministry has appointed Chinese 
and foreign auditors to check every 


item and they are required to make 
detail reports from time to time. 
A monthly statement of the account 
is made and published for the pub- 
lic in order to avoid misunder- 
standings. Therefore there is no 
chance whatever for any one to 
misappropriate funds, as is mis- 
stated in your paper. 

This Ministry will appreciate 
much if you will publish this letter 
in your valuable columns. 


We are, ete., 
Ministry or CoMMUNICATIOUS. 


Peking, April 11. 
Enclosure. 





Payments Mave sy Mrxistry or CoMMUNICATIONS. 


Remit to Peking-Hankow Line for advances made to Tsang-shih con- 


struction work 


193,282.65 


Remit to Tientsin-Pukow Line for advan ces made to Tsang-shih con- 


struction work 


46,199,19 


Advances to Tsang-shih construction work -by Ministry of Communica- 


tions 


Remit to Tientsin-Pukow Line for advances made to Chefoo-Weihsien 


100,000.00 





construction work 644.00 
Advances to Chefoo-Weihsien construction work by Ministry of Com- 
munications 100,000.00 
Advances to the Bureau of Famine Relief by Ministry of Communica- 
tions ,000.00 
Advances to Tsangshih construction works by Ministry of Communica- 
tions ),000.00 
Advances to Chefoo-Weihsien construction work by Ministry of Com- 
munications 100,000.00 
Total --$990,125.84 
Dollar 
Big Money Small Money Copper Remarks 
Balance 165,454.61 39,648.1 10,623,117.7 $150,000 to be advanced 


to Tsang-shih constrac- 
tion work. 


Starement or Accounts or SurcHar ces Coutecrep on Rattways, Post, 


anp TeLeGRarH SERVICES 





projected lines. Furthermore, it 
has been decided that from the date 
of February 1 of this year the re- 
ceipts from such surcharges should 
be divided into two equal parts— 
one for the construction work and 
the other for direct relief purposes. 
Consequently there is a great de- 
ficiency of funds for carrying out 
the construction work as planned. 
Since the construction work of the 
said two projected lines has been 
started it is impossiblo to stop 
But the receipts from the said sur- 
charges cannot cover the expenses 
for' the construction work in due 
time. 

Tho sum received up to March 31 





from the surcharges on railway, 
telegraph and _ postal __ services 
amounts to $1,158,000. From the 


said amounts a sum of $490,000 has 
been paid to the Peking Hankow 
Railway and Tientsin Pukow Rail- 
way for their advanced funds to 
the construction work of the two 
projected lines of Trang-Shih and 
Chefoo-Weihsien: another sum of 
$400,000 has been advanced by the 
Ministry to the said twe projected 
lines, also a sum of $100,000 has 
been paid to the Bureau of Famine 
Relief and furthermore a sum of 
$150,000 will soon be advanced to 
the said projected lines. The bal- 
ance left in the Ministry is only of 
a small sum. In case the two pro- 
jected lines should apply for any 
more money; the Ministry would 





(vp To Mance 3i, 1921). 





Cas Cottzcren. 
Dollar 
Big Money Small Money Copper Remarks 
ts. 

Railways 1,198,549.01 39,648.1 10,623,117.7 Amount not yet remitted 
will be published in 
next issue. ¥ 

Telegraph ‘166,191,325 . do 

Postal 86,433.72 do 

Total $1,451,174.055 C. 39,648.1 10,623,117.7 
Casn Rearrrep Mnvisrry oF Coxnuntcations. 
Dollar 
Big Money Small Money Copper Remarks 
ts. 

Rajlways 1,012,000,84  39,648,1 10,623,117.7 Amount not yet remitted 
will be published in 
next issue. 

Telegraph 63,579.61 do 

Postal 80,000.00 do 

Total —_$1,185,580.45.C. 39,648.1 10,603,117.7 
It is possible some ratepayers 
NO QUORUM. did not attend owing to lack of 


To the Editor of the 
“Norra-Carna Dairy News.” 


Sir,—Together with other rate- 
payers, I was urged by advertise- 
ments and articles in the daily 
papers to attend at the Town Hall 
at 1.45 p.m. and vote on three 
“Special Resolutions” to be — pro- 
posed by the Council. At 2 p.m. 





as a quorum was not represented 
the consideration of the ‘Special 
Resolutions” had to be abandoned. 


The annual meeting of rate- 
payers was then called and I think 
I am correct in stating that at no 
time, during this meeting, was a 
representative number of ratepayers 
in the Town Hall. 
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interest in the running of the 
Settlement, but undoubtedly a 
good number could not get to the 
Town Hall as the meeting was held 
during office hours. 

For the Spring and Autumn 
Races (six days in all) the foreign 
banks, and practically every office 
and store, shut down at midday. 
The Races can hardly be classed 
so important as the event 
just past, would it not be possible 
therefore. to make arrangements to 
close banks, offices etc., for the 
annual meeting of ratepayers? 

I am, etc, 
R. G. MaoDonatp. 


Shanghai, April 15. 
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THE MUNICIPAL SALARIES QUESTION. 


To the Editor of the 
“Norra-Cuina Darty News.” 


Sir,—There can be no doubt that 
yesterday’s vote against the whole- 
sale increase of Municipal salaries 
expressed the deliberate view of 
the large majority of ratepayers; 
but it would be equally true to say 
tbat practically the same majority 
would be in favgur of certain in- 
creases, and it was unfortunate that 
the whole scheme was put before 
us to be accepted or rejected 
en bloc. It is to be hoped that 
within the budget passed, certain 
economies can be efiected so as to 
give increases at the lower end of 
the scale, which will meet with 
public approval. 

But even in such action there 
should be moderation, and in- 
creases should not be  dispropor- 
tionate when compared with the 
salaries and increases of non- 
municipal employees. It'was stated 
that up to ‘I'ls. 250,000 would be 
required to give the proposed in- 
creases, and considering — the 
general opinion that on the whole, 
the staff is well paid already, the 
magnitude of the increase proposed 
brought its downfall. It was stated 
that the Salaries’ Commission was 
“representative” ; many will not 
agree with that statement. Did it 
include men who are facing Shang- 
hai life with something like Tls. 300 
per month? It ought to have done 
if it was intended to be representa- 
tive. There are hundreds of British 
and American people living here 
with some degree of comfort and 


Police Commissioner .. 
P. W. D. Commissioner 
Finance Commissioner 
Secretary... 
Health " Commissioner 
Revenue Commissioner 
11 Inspectors. 
12 Sub-inspectors 
80 Sergeants 
»81 Constables 
4 Health Chief Inspectors 
4 Matrons . 
Park Superintendent 
Assistant Superintendent 
Girls’ School Headmistress 
Hanbi Boys’ School, Head 
Ellis Kadoorie Head 
2 Assistant Bénance Comm. 
P. W. D. 65°employees .. 


If it is said that these increases 
are justified by increased cost of 
1915. 


17 Tax Collectors total 35,530=2,100 
27 Chinese Wharf watchmen 3,120 


Wuar or Orners? 


It seems obvious that roughly 40 
per cent. more is being paid now 
for the same number of people; 
this is not to be confused with what 
is paid for legitimate increase of 
staff. It would be interesting to 
know how many non-municipal em- 
ployees are to-day receiving 40 per 
cent. more than they did six years 
ago. The present writer certainly 
is not, and, apart from rent, he has 
considerably under Tis. 300 per 
month, and yet is able to live 
respectably. 





I am, etc., 


Shanghai, April 15 















certainly with respectability, on less 
than Tls. 300 per month. Increases 
sould be more liberal at the bottom 
of the scale, and diminish in the 
ascent, in. accordance with the 
spirit of the times throughout the 
world. 


A Srx Years’ Comparison. 

_ But it must not be forgotten that 
increases have been taking place 
all the time in Shanghai, and lest 
this should be overlooked I venture 
to offer a few figures which are of 
some value in arriving at a correct 
view of the local salaries situation. 
I have turned up the Budget for 
1915 and compared it with that for 
1921, six years later. Absolute ac- 
curacy in comparison is not pos- 
sible, but a general idea can be 
gained. It is fair to say first that 
the Council has apparently been 
working on a system of about 15 
per cent. increase every three 
years, which might conceivably 
justify an increase of 30 per cent. 
in the six years mentioned: on the 
other hand it is to be pointed out 
that many employees have not re- 
mained through the period, so new 
men have come in to whom the long 
service increases would not apply. 
Let us suppose that 20 to 25 per 
cent. represents the automatic in- 
crease, and it will be seen that the 
actual increase has been much 
larger, The’ figures given are ap- 
proximate, yet near enough for our 
present purpose. It would take too 
much space to give a complete list, 
sc a few typical examples must 
suffice. 





yea Increase 

8. per cent, 
14,940, 45 
10,800 15,540 45 
9,600 15,540 © 
13,740 15,540 12 
13,200 15,540 18 
6,600 9,600 45 
22,850 31,440 40 
17,420 22 52,100 each 60 
9,000 100 183,820 «=, «50 
72,565 85 68 lll 5, 3 
15.960 86 315,40, 35 
5250 6 13,960 5, 10 
4,500 6,060 3% 
1,500 4,200 ” 
4,200 6,540 0 
3,900 6,880 % 
4,600 7,560 oO 
12,600 21,200 65 
"105020 73 -308,130 each 40 


living, what is to be said for the 
following figures :— 


1920. 
each 20, total 46,110=2,300 each, 10% 
27, 3,560 % 


The above is not written to 
oppose proper increase, but to 
show that things are not quite so 
bad as some of the disappointed 
ones may think; on the whole, 1 
have always thought Municipal 
employees considered themselves 
fairly dealt with, and I believe they 
would be content with moderate 
additions as ratepayers feel they 
can justifiably make the same, as & 
need of the changing times and 
conditions rather than of making 
radical increases to a poorly paid 
service. 





A RartepayER 


; been a second consideration. 





MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES’ PAY. 


To the Editor of the 
“Norta-Caina Daity News.” 


Sir,—I should estcem it a favour 
if you could kindly grant me a 
little space in your valuable paper 
to express’ my sympathy with 
SM.C. employees. As a friend of 
a large’number of them, and know- 
ing what I am talking about, I 
would venture to ask some of those 
ratepayers who so kindly held up 
their hands against increasing em- 
ployees’ wages, how they would 
exist on Tis. 150 per month,  in- 
clusive of all allowances? Granted 
that the ratepayer had good cause 
to reject the idea of the higher 
paid officials having an increase on 
the top of their already magnificent 
salaries. If the Counci] think it 
necessary to allow a man who 1s 
drawing a fabulous wage an allow- 
ance oi Tls. 200 for his house, how 
ev earth do they expect another 
man to live on Ts. 150-(with money 
deducted for Superannuation Fund), 
cut of which he has to pay rent, 
ceal, light, food, clothing, etc.? All 
have to buy at the same. market, 
there being no open competition 
here, as at home. 

Prices of food- have increased 
since September 100 per cent. and 
servants’ wages have gone up. The ° 
only consolation has been an in- 
crease of wages looming in the 
distance. Now, after waiting 12 
months for the Commission to pry 
into the whys and wherefores of 
wages, the whole scheme has fallen 
through. The Commission has cost 
tne ratepayers a sum of something 
like Ts. 5,000, which would have 
helped considerably toward the pro- 
posed rise of pay. When the Com- 
mission was appointed it was done 
se, I believe, to inquire into men’s 
wage earnings of less than Tls. 300 
a month. The higher paid official 
was not thought of. Instead, the 
Commission have been busying 
themselves as to how. they could 
improve the already overpaid high 
ofiicial. The lower grade men have 
When 
the proposed scheme was put be- 
fcre the ratepayers, it was started 
at the wrong end, getting their 
backs up and they, without think- 
ing, rejected it wholesale. Now the 
lower grade men have to suffer for 
it. 

There has been correspondence 
going on, talking about S.M.C. em- 
ployees and their advantages. 
‘True, they have advantages, but, 
with them all, the wages offered to 
the lower grade branches of the 
service are not, as things are now, 
sufficient to live on, what with rents 
being raised and foodstuffs going 
up every day. When people talk 
about S.M.C. wages, they have in 
their minds the pay of the higher 
officials, but I can assure them that 
the lower grade men have all their 
work cut out to make ends meet, 
to exist and keep out of debt. 


Compare the wages. of the lower 
grade men here and men at home 
working in the same capacities and 
ratepayers will then see that 8.M.C, 
employees are asking for nothing 
out of reason, but only a decent 
living wage. Men coming all these 
miles from home and with all the 





Rm a i 
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conditions of climate, etc., to put 
ap With, expect more than a mere 
existence. As nothing was allowed 
for in the Budget for S.M.C. em- 
ployees’ increased salaries, I  pro- 
pose that the expensive schemes 
now on foot, such as monkey- 
houses,’ toilets, etc., be put on one 
side and the money devoted to the 
necessary rises of the underpaid 
employees, for, without a contented 
public service, no favourable  re- 
sults will be obtained to the in- 
terests of the Settlement and rate- 
payers. 
I am, ete., 
SyMpaTHIZER. 

Shanghai, April 16. 


MUNICIPAL SALARIES AND 
OTHERS. 


To the Editor of the 
“Norta-Cuina Dairy News.” 


Sir,—With reference to the ve- 
port of the ratepayers’ meeting in 
yesterday’s issue and the paragraph 
relating to the inability of Munici- 
pal employees to maintain a “‘rea- 
sonable standard of living” under 
Tis, 300.—a young friend of mine 
who recently came out from home 
for the Customs service informs me 
that his monthly salary is Hk. Tls. 
75. How is he to maintain a “rea- 
sonable standard of living” and 
“live decently?” 


I am, ete., 
Pro Bono Custowo. 
Shanghai, April 18. 


PUBLICITY. 


To the Editor of the 
“Nortu-Cuina Dairy lyews.” 


Str,—In your leading article this 
morning you say it does not strike 
you as practicable the discussions 
of the Council should be reported 
in the newspapers. The answer to 
that is Hongkong, faced with prac- 
tically exactly the same problems, 
manages to conduct all its public 
business in public. 

The Municipality of Shanghai is 
threatened by many dangers both 
from within and without andthe 
one weapon with which these 
dangers can be combated success- 
fully is publicity of the widest pos- 
sible sort. 

Let the ratepayers know all that 
is being done, why it is being done 
and the reasons for and against its 
being done and the Council will 
find it has always at its back a solid 
majority to see it through in all 
it desires to do. 

Of course my memory carries me 
back a good number of years and 
I have seen the Council make some 
bad mistakes and the ratepayers, 
and I amongst them, make some 
bad mistakes, but what I haven’t 
seen is an occasion when, if the 
matter had been fully and openly 
discussed beforehand, these  mis- 
takes would have occurred. 


IT am, ete., 
Ceci, Hottipay. 
Shanghai, April 16. 





THE HASKELL RACE CLUB. 


To the Editcr of the 
“Norts-Catna Dairy News.” 


Smr,—In reply to the letter _of 
yesterday’s date regarding The 
gambling fever, I beg most respect- 
fully to facilitate that the guy who 
wrote it must have hailed from 
an asylum by the way he ex- 
presses his heart failure in writ- 
ing it, purchanse he was born un- 
der a ramshack roof—Oh the cheap 
galoot. All what he wrote is a 
direct hint to the Haskell Race 
Club (I dont see why he should 
bear any grudge against the 
H.R.C.) I am now going to proof 
that his statements are incorrect, 
as in Chinese “he brong spik 
longson.”” 

The Haskell Race Club is a club 
altogether different from other 
race club’s that are in the world 
—the ponies that runs there does 
not require any feeding, they live 
on nothing—they are just plain cue 
ounce poney and, beside, they run 
inside the building, not only that, 
the Haskell Pari-mutual Ticket 
costs only 10 cents each while in 
other Race Club the cheapest is 
five beans. 

Those who patronizes the H.R.C. 
are always in good mood whether 
they lose or gain: you never, heard 
of that before, beside, what is the 
average amount of money you 
could lose in H.R.C. the most is 
three dollars whilst at other Race 
Club, if the luck is against you, 
you are liable to lose all the money 
you have in your pocket—not even 
living you a dime for your ricshau 
home so you see the difference 
between H.R.C. and other Race 
Club. 

To make a long letter short I 
defy the galoot who wrote in 
yesterdays papers about The 
Gamble Fever, to show his true 
color, that is not to camoflage his 
name, and if he is, as he call him. 
self a gentleman dare to give his 
name an address be printed on 
the next day journal then I shall 
call him a gentleman; perchanse 
he did not study enough etiquette 
when young, well, I am willing to 
teach him free of charge. 

Truly yours, 
Joun Rosqualt. 


P.S.—Do you think the Haskell 
Race Club will ruin any family? 
J. R. 
Shanghai, April 14. 





To the Editor of the 
“Norrs-Cuina Datty News.” 

Sir,—Might I be permitted to 
make a few remarks re the already 
famous Haskell Race Club, and 
point out-to John Rosquail and his 
associates in gambling the delusion 
he is imposing on the public. 

His letter (Saturday’s issue) 
stated that the race track was to be 
found inside the house, which is 
perfectly true, as also that the 
ponies being of wood or tin need 
have no feeding. But to tell the 
peblic that 10 cents is the limit 
for a ticket is absolutely the big- 
gest lie, and both myself and “Esse 
Quam Viderj” protest about it. 





There is another thing which I 
am sure the taipans would like to 
hear, namely that the owners of the 
dirty toys take the names of the 
crack Shanghai ponies and print 
them on their backs. Such names 
go hand-in-hand with their respec. 
tive stables, for instance ‘Silver 
Streak” belongs to “John Peel’s” 
stables, with Johnstone (paper or 
cardboard jockey) up. : 

And how would the police like to 
hear that betting goes on every 
night from 9 to 12 p.m. during 
which time something like $40 to 
$100 change hands. I shall not at- 
tempt to explain how this betting 
takes place but suffice to say that 
money is freely circulated and 
many persons have repented their 
folly. 

Now unless one is thoroughly 
familiar with the owners, no admis- 
sion to the place can be had. The 
proprietor has several youngsters to 
see that no stranger is allowed to 
walk in, but should one happen to 
force his way through, immediately 
word is sent to the top floor and 
all evidence of high betting is re- 
moved. 

The owner of the place has pro- 
posed special meetings (official 
meeting) for three days, to take 
place on May 2, 3 and 4, and you 
may be sure that most of the profits 
will find their way to the owner of 
the track. 

Enough has been said of the 
Club, its marvellous qualities, its 
crack ponies and jockeys, etc. but 
why not remedy tho evil. ‘“Preven- 
tion is better than cure,” but in 
this case I think that we could cure 
the evil as prevention is too late. 


I am, ete., 
Oxe wao Knows Enovan. 
Shanghai, April 18. 





To the Editor of the 
“Norra-Curva Datty News.” 
Sin,—Apropos of the letter of 
“One Who Knows Enough,” I beg 
to state that his insinuations are 

absolutely false. 


Tho price of a pari-mutuel, sell- 
ing lottery or champion ticket is 
only 10 cents. On a race day the 
total number of chances taken is 
rarely over 50, which amounts to 
only $5 small money, and that bet- 
ting goes on only on the so-called 
race days, which do not come too 
often, say once a month. The so- 
called official meetings are held 
twice a year. 

“One Who Knows Enough” to us, 
apparently, never heard the truism 
“The longer one lives the more one 
knows.” He has yet to learn that 
any statement made in public must 
be based on indisputable facts. 
The writer disputes his alleged 
facts and challenges him to verify 
the statements contained in his let- 
ter of yesterday’s date. 

“One Who Knows Enough’ ! ! 
How nice to have an education 
reaching so enviable a standard 
(there is hope for him in the next. 
world). And still at the risk of 
casting a reflexion upon so digni- 
fied a nom de plume, I am egotistic 
enough to suggest that “One Who 
Knows Enough” might learn a 
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little about a factor which has 


evidently been grossly overlooked | hi 


in his education—truth. 

T am, etc., 
: Nore Sai. 
Shanghai, Apri] 19. 





To the Editor of the 
“Norta-Cuina Dairy News.” 

Sir,—I have perused with in- 
terest the various letters dealing 
with the Haskell Race Club, and 
if I may be permitted I would like 
to say a few words in support of 
“One Who Knows Enough.” 

I have made investigations re- 
garding the above named Club, 
and am told that the Club is not 
registered anywhere and_ that 
stables are owned by a good num- 
ber of young men whose gains or 
losses vary from 10 cents to over 
$100. 


Now, I am of the opinion that 
such an institution should not be 
allowed to exist, for the Police 
must certainly understand that the 
community must be safeguarded 
against the future establishment of 
similar clubs. If the H. R. C. is 
allowed to continue its operations, 
others may to-morrow also think of 
attracting to their purses a certain 
amount of money from the public 
by selling them cheap lottery 
tickets, etc., a practice which should 
be forbidden, or there will never 
‘be an end to free gambling in 
Shanghai. 

I am told that besides the races, 
other big games are conducted on 
the same premises day and night, 
which prove an attraction to young 
men. 

I am, ete, 
OpseRVER. 


Shanghai, April 19. 





To the Editor of the 
“Norra-Caina Dairy News.” 
Sir,—‘John Rosquail’s” _ letter, 
which—under the caption ‘Haskell 
Race Club’—-appears in your to- 
day’s issue is in my mind ludicrous 
and foolish. 


Besides calling me a-galoot (i.e. 
a recruit, a clumsy fellow, accord- 
ing to Chamber’s Twentieth Cen- 
tury Dictionary) he defies me to 
show my true colour, and not to 
camouflage my name. This, how- 
ever, I am not prepared to do for 
the following reasons :— 

(1) Because, unless it is absolute- 
ly necessary, I dislike in principle 
to advertise my ideas of things in 
general by attaching my real name 
thereto 5 

(2) Because I have failed, through 
the medium of the North China 
Desk Hong List (1921) and similar 
publications to find out who “John 
Rosquail” is. 

All I have to do is to confirm 
herein what I wrote about gambling 
in Shanghai, and to advise “John 
Rosquail”’ to devote his time to the 
study of the English language 
in preference to advocating the 
cause of a club, where ponies does 
not require any feeding etc. 


“John Rosquail” has uninten- 
tionally given me a few moments 








of excellent laughter, and I thank 
im very much indeed for his letter, 
which I shall carefully keep as an 
antidote against headaches and 
kindred diseases. 

I do not know at the moment 
what “John Rosquail’s” intentions 
are, i.e. whether he will again to 
our amusement write about the 
Haskell Race Club, but in the event 
of his having made up his mind to 
continue his campaign in the press, 
it would perhaps interest the public 
to learn whether the H.R.C. has a 
licence or is registered in any Con- 
sulate in Shanghai. I am told that 
the poor ponies which does not re- 
quire any feeding etc., are not 
krown by the polize: but, of course, 
T may be misinformed. 

I think I have written enough on 
the subject of gambling in general, 
and “John Rosquail” may rest as- 
sured that I will henceforth devote 
my attention to other things, even 
if he calls me again a “galoot” 
forgetting what he 1s. 

Apologizing for taking so much 
space of your valued paper, 

I am. etc., 
Esse Quam Viper. 
Shanghai, April 16. 





To the Editor of the 
“Nortu-Cuina Datty News.” 


Sir,—Receént. correspondence in 
your paper under the above caption 
has caused me great alarm every 
morning since the 13th instant, 
when “Esse Quam Videri’’ started 
his campaign against gambling in 
Shanghai. 

Being a widow with five children, 
and a patronizer of the Haskell 
Race Club’s pari-mutuels, _more- 
over an old resident of Haskell 
Road, I sincerely trust that the 
police will not take a hand in this 
matter as “Esse Quam Videri” 
suggested in his letter. 

The writer is averse to gambling 
to a certain extent, but not for the 
the paltry sum of ten cents a 
chance for a ticket in the _ pari- 
mutuels, selling lottery, sweep- 
stakes, ete., of the aforesaid club. 

I will ask “Esse Quam Videri” 
to permit his sons, if he has any, 
to play football if they wish to; his 
daughters, if he has any, to dance 
if.they so desire ; and let everybody 
have a quiet game of cards if they 
feel so disposed; let me patronize 
the Haskell Race Club’s _pari- 
mutuels if I choose to; and finally 
to mind his own business. 

If “Esse Quam Videri” will pay 
a visit to the H.R C. any time after 
5 p.m. the members of the club will 
no doubt receive him and show him 
the whole outfit, race course, race 
ponies, jockeys, stables, etc., This 
invitation is not only tendered to 
you, “Esse Quam Videri,” but to 
anybody and everybody who longs 
to see something new, something 
distinct from ordinary racing, where 
races are run irrespective of 
weather conditions. 

As “Esse Quam Videri,” is un- 
known to the members of the club, 
I was told last night that he would 
gain admittance, by giving the pass 
word “Esse Quam Videri,” and the 
H.R.C. will be opened to him for 
inspection, and everything will be 





explained to him, ie, how the 
ponies are made, how they are 
trained, why they are not fed. 


I am, ete., 
Shanghai, April 8. 


TREES ON THE BUND. 


To the Editor of the 
“Norra-Cutna Dairy News.” 
Sir,—The question raised by 
“Interested Owner” in your issue 
of the 12th instant as to shelter for 
motor-cars parked on The Bund is 
one of interest to all owners of 
cars. It is now too late to ask 
who was responsible for the sense- 
less folly of removing wholesale 
the beautiful old trees which for 
many years had addedi so much to 
the appearance of The Bund and 
which afforded such grateful shade. 
These trees should undoubtedly 
have been left where they were ; 
chauffeurs would have had no diffi. 
culty in running their cars into 
position under the trees, where 
they would have been fully pro- 

tected from the summer sun. 

Shelters for cars on The Bund 
are not likely to be seriously con- 
sidered by the Council, and in any 
case they would be a great eye- 
sore. Why not have new trees 
planted at intervals of ten yards 
or so along the parking space. 
They would not inconvenience any- 
one, and in a few years The Bund 
would resume the fresh and shady 
appearance that it had before it 
was so ruthlessly dealt with, . 

Whilst on the subject, is nothing 
to be done to improve The Bund 
lawns, which are now in a most 
disreputable state, receiving ap- 
parently no attention whatsoever? 
Shanghai may have fallen upon 
temporary bad times, but: surely 
that is all the more reason for our 
old port being given a chance to 
show a brave and smiling face to 
our visitors from the outside 
world. The expenditure of a few 
dollars out of the millions collect- 
ed from the ratepayers would work 
wonders, 


Cuictets. 





I am, etc, 
Constant Bunver. 
Shanghai, April 14. 


OUR DAY DREAMERS. 


To the Editor of the 
“Nortu-Cuina Dairy News.” 


Sir,—Much has been said about 
trafic conditions as relates to 
motor-cats and other vehicles in 
Shanghai, but little is heard about 
walking conditions. To be direct, the 
point I wish to bring out is the 
habit the Chinese have of standing 
around “day dreaming” on the side- 
walks, especially on the busiest 
coiners. As everyone knows, they 
stand around like posts and seldom 
make any effort to move out of 
the way so that people may pass. 
In some of the congested districts 
it is especially bad, particularly for 
a lady. It is often necessary to 
get off the sidewalk on to the road 
and risk being struck by a vehicle 
or car merely because “day 
dreamers’ are firmly planted on 
the walk and do not move on. 


SUE 
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My suggestion to remedy such 
conditions is that the police insist 
that. these loafers and “day 
dreamers” keep moving, especially 
in the most congested districts. 
“Leti each policeman make it his 
duty to have those who have not 
the decency to do so of their own 
accord “keep moving.” Tt would 
not require much of the policeman’s 
time to notice such things and a 
few warnings from him would, in 
time, have a good effect. In 
addition to police warnings, notices 
could be posted, in both Chinese 
and English, along the most con- 
gested routes and at the principal 
corners warning everyone that 
loitering on the sidewalk is not 
permitted and to “keep moving.” 
I have seen such notices in many 
western cities and they did much 
good. Why not in Shanghai 


I am, ete., 
Oxe Wao Wats. 


Shanghai, April 14. 


THE DEPRESSION IN 
SHIPPING. 


To the Editor of the 
“Nortu-Crixa Datry News.” 
Sir,—I have read your leader in 
this iorning’s issue with a con- 
siderable amount of interest, more 
especially as it touches, rather dis- 
creetly, ‘tis true, on the very vexed 
and irritating problem of exchange, 
though of course this is only an in- 
cidéntal reflexion so far as the main 
subject of the article is concerned. 
The shipping slump is, or so it 
seems to me, but the logical out- 
come of the abnormal war con- 
ditions, for it is not questioned that 
notwithstanding the losses suffered 
by the Mercantile Marine during 
the war, a tremendous amount of 
shipbuilding was carried out with 
little thought of the effect that 
would be caused by the release of 
neutral and interned enemy _ ship- 
ping on the cessation of hostilities. 

The general unrest in the ranks 
of labour—including of course the 
transport-workers—is also hardly 
likely to encourage shipowners or 
shippers themselves, in view of the 
risk of their vessels and cargoes 
being marooned in some foreign 
port with the alternative of having 
to meet additional working expenses 
through a sudden demand on the 

art of the wharf and marine 
labourers. 

The conditions under which a 
great amount of money was made 
by a favoured few during the period 
1914—1920 have unfortunately been 
taken as the rule and not the ex- 
ception by many who are now seek- 
ing to earn their living, with the 
natural consequent disillusionment. 
and depression, and though. as you 
say, it is hardly compatible with 
intelligence to presume the gift of 
prophecy in the matter of exchange, 
yet it is hard to see why this 
should improve when the very 
opposite seems the case. 


Tae AcresMent WitH Russia. 


You refer to the possibilities in 
the Anglo-Russian Trade Agree- 
ment. Personally, I consider this 
agreement directly due to the in- 
fluence brought to bear by Labour 








on the Home Government, and T 
venture the opinion that had this 
been left until after the coal strike, 
the country would have taken a 
very different attitude. There is ne 
question that the Soviet Govern- 
ment were in an infinitely weaker 
position, internationally, when the 
Trade Agreement was first. propos- 
ed; now the acceptance savours 
rather of a forcing of the hand. 

Altogether too much indifference 
is shown to the power of Bolshevist 
propaganda—at least so far as the 
man in the street is concerned— 
and though one does not care to 
take the position of a Cassandra 
(if only from a natural dislike 
of the fate meted out to that 
lady !), yet a student of the general 
trend of affairs cannot but be ap- 
prehensive as to the effect of the 
rapprochement with the Soviet 
Government. 


Tae Trans-Siserian Ratuway. 


Again, you touch upon the 
rumours of the opening up of the 
Trans-Siberian Railway. 

Undoubtedly this—were it feasible 
—would have an excellent effect on 
Chinese trade, but is it really 
feasible,—at least for a matter of 
five or six years? How much con- 
fidence can be placed in a Govern- 
ment such as is at present attempt- 
ing to coerce the people of Russia 
and Siberia? How much could such 
a Government be relied on to 
guarantee “‘safe conduct” to (much 
less to safeguard) one single Trans- 
Continental train? Unquestionably 
the peasantry of Siberia are at the 
end of their patience, and their 
phlegmatic attitude has given place 
to vicious defence, and though they 
are not greatly affected by the run- 
ning or otherwise of the railway, 
yet the Trans-Siberian to them 
stands for tha Government, and 
this Government they are evidently 
determined to oppose. 

Of course I may be utterly and 
hopelessly wrong on this whole sub: 
ject, but I have been at pains to 
study the situation in Russia and 
Siberia, and cannot but feel that 
any encouragement to believe in 
“hope .coming out of the North” 
is sadly misplaced. 

Undoubtedly there are Russian 
and other government agents wat 
ing the trend of events, and advii 
ing their respective governments 
accordingly, but, I woujd ask, 


“Quis custodiet ipsos custodes?” 


I am, ete., 3 
GREGORIUS. 








Shanghai, April 21. 





A REASONABLE STANDARD OF 
LIVING. 


To the Editor of the 
“Norra-Curna Dairy News.” 


“Sir,—The report of the Salaries 
Commission and its subsequeat 
practical rejection by the rate- 
payers is still the subject of much 
fervid discussion. It appears that 
the conviction on the part of a 
large number of ratepayers that 
some of the higher scales of pay in 
the municipal service are adequate 
for a “reasonable standard of 
living.” obscured the cther equally 
important fact that the lower 
scales of pay, involving possibly a 








larger number of individuals, are 
quite inadequate for the same pur- 
pose. Obviously this latter fact 
will not permit the community to 
leave the matter where it is. 

In further considering the matter 
we must distinguish between 
“different standards of living,” 
varying with “different standards 
of employment’? and what is 
necessary to maintain life with 
reasonable comfort and allow some 
leeway for laying something by. 
This distinction the Chairman of 
the Council seemed to have in mind 
in his speech before the ratepayers 
meeting. This latter aspect of the 
problem is democratic and essential 
to the just treatment of all those 
who serve the community. : 

But now the question arises, What 
is a fair support for say an average 
family of four living in Shanghai! 
This is a question of meeting 
essential life needs which do not 
vary with technical skill. It is not 
enough to inveigh against the in- 
flated standards of living prevailiag 
in Shanghai. We need information 
on the question of the imount of 
money that will secure a ‘“reason- 
able standard of __ living”—no 
matter what the grade of service. 
Can you open your columns to 
estimates based on actual experi- 
ence in Shanghai, which would show 
the actual cost of maintaining a 
“réasonable standard of living’? 
then If any people who have kept 
a budget and accounts of home ex- 
penses will give us the benefit of a 
summary of same, without of course 
disclosing their names, such state- 
ments would enable the community 
to form a better judgement on the 
real issue involved. Under these 
circumstances some of those direct- 
ly affected might respond to this 
request. 

Appreciating your courtesy in 
giving space for this letter and 
hoping it will educe helpful informa- 
tion. 

I am, ete., 

For rae Goop or AuL THE PEOPLE. 

Shanghai April 21. 






Tue “ Mainichi” says that, in 
view of the general situation in 
the Far East, the Japanese naval 
authorities have decided to acceler- 
ate the construction of five new 
gunboats to be commissioned for 
guard duty on tho Yangtze. 


A RECORD OF EXCHANGE, 





A Complete Record of Bar Silver 
and Exchange Quotations for the 
last 28 years. 


“This little book will be found 
very useful by merchants and by 
everyone interested in the trade of 
China, and particularly by bankers, 
who will find information here at a 
glance, ete.”—From Preface by Mr. 
A, G. Stephen. 


86 pages. Mex. $2.00 
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COMPANY MEETINGS 





SHANGHAI KLEBANG 
RUBBER ESTATE 





Annual General Meeting 


The sixth annual general meeting 
of shareholders in the above com- 
pany was held at the offices of 
Messrs. J. A. Wattie & Co., the 
secretaries and general managers, 
4a Kiangse Road, last Friday, Mr 
F. J. Burrett presiding. 


In the course of his speech the 
Chairman said :— . 


The result of the year’s working 
shows a profit of Tls. 12,952.13 
which includes a profit on exchange 
of Tis. 6,517.25. This latter amount 
is really only a book entry, the 
actual profit between revenue and 
expenditure being Tis. 6,434.88, 
which under present circumstances 
may be considered satisfactory. 

In my address to you last year 
I mentioned that on the advice of 
the mycologist and Messrs. Thomes 
& Hornidge, consulting engineers. 
Ipoh, your directors had decided 
to abandon work on about 36 acres 
of the newly planted area. On a 
survey being made during last May 


. it was found that the area consist- 


ed of 53.1 acres, on which all work 
has been stopped. 

The proposal to plant it with 
foodstuffs for the benefit of the 
labour force has not been found 
practicable, therefore as soon as an 
opportunity presents itself the area 
will be sold. 

Labour has been adequate. At 
the beginning of the year it was 
hard to obtain and keep labour, 
owing to the high wages _ being 
offered by local Malay and Chinese 
holdings, but the depressed state of 
the market latterly obviated this 
difficulty. 

A small portion of the producing 
area is being rested in order to aid 
bark renewal and the remainder 
has been placed on alternate days 
tapping. 

All expenditure on the estate has 
been brought down to the lowest 
point possible and only the most 
essential work taken in hand. 

In ease there should be any 
demand for information as to the 
prospects of th® company, I will 
briefly state that the directors have 
made no forward sales, but until 
the market improves we are selling 
as opportunity offers. 

The continent of Europe, general- 
ly speaking, is starved for rubber 


and whenever commercial inter- 
course is again universal there, 
there is no doubb whatever that 


rubber will come into its own and 
that the patience of investors in 
rubber producing companies will 
be justly rewarded. : 

T do not venture to predict when 
this will come about, but when it 
does eventuate I am positive that 
the present stocks in London and 
Liverpool will be absorbed quickly 
enough and that demand will rapid- 
ly overtake supply. " 

There’ were no questions, and 
the formal resolutions were adopt- 
ed. 





ZIANGBE RUBBER CO. 





Annual General Meeting 


The eleventh annual general meet- 
ing of shareholders in the Ziangbe 
Rubber Co., Ld., was held on Mon- 
day afternoon at the offices of 
Messrs. J. A. Wattie & Co., secre- 
taries and genergl managers, Mr. 
A. J. Welch presiding. 

In the course of his speech the 
Chairman said:— 

The planted area of the cstates 
remains the same as last year, but 
had it not been for the restriction 
placed upon the output of rubber 
during the concluding months cf 
the year the area in bearing on 
Bandoe Ardjo Estate would have 
been increased by 218 acres. 

Thinning out continued on both 
the estates during the year and a 
total of 26,892 trees were removed. 
The visiting agent reports that the 
effect of the thinning out that has 
already been done has been most 
beneficial to the trees, which are 
now practically “free from all dis- 
ease. 

Owing to the continued state of 
acute depression in the rubber mar- 
ket restriction of output is still in 
force, but every effort is being made 
by those in charge of the estates to 
reduco expenditure to the absolute 
minimum compatible with efficiency 
and I hope that, in spite of the 
smaller harvests that we expect for 
1921, the cost for the year will show 
a material’ reduction on the 1920 
figures. 





Loss pve to Depression. 


Turning to the accounts you 
will see that the working "ac- 
count shows a loss of Guilders 
23,435.57, as compared with a profit 
last year of Guilders 554,520. 
This disappointing result is en- 
tirely attributable to the acute de- 
pression in the rubber market and 
tho resultant extremely low value 
placed upon the unsold stock of 
rubber at the end of the year. 

This stock which amounted to 
530,054 lb. was, for the purposes of 
the accounts, valued at 30 cents 
per pound, or, say, six pence. 
Every penny per pound that the 
stock realizes over this price will 
reduce the loss by Guilders 26,500. 

The profit and loss account shows 
a loss of Guilders 80,755.38 but this 
includes the agency fees, selling 
commission and interest paid to 
the Shanghai company ; eliminating 
these items the net loss on the 
year’s working is Guilders 36,847.59. 

Capital expenditure during the 
year amounted to only f.19,702.41, 
the bulk of which was for new 
buildings and new machinery, de- 
tails of which are given in the 
report. 

As regards the financial position 
of the company you wil] see from 
the balance sheet that at the end 
of the year the liquid assets of the 
Dutch company exceeded the cash 
liabilities by Guilders 90,389.79, or, 
say. the equivalent of Tls. 48,000; 
in the Shanghai company’s accounts 
the liabilities exceed the assets by 
Taels 6,846.18 so that the net result 
is that’ the company started the 
new year with a surplus of liquid 








assets of approximately Taels 41,- 
000, a large portion of which, how- 
ever, is represented by unsold 
stocks of rubber. 

There were no questions, and the 
formal resolutions were adopted. 





REPAH RUBBER CO. 


Annual Geaeral Meeting 


The cighth annual general meet- 
ing of sharcholders in the Repah 
Rubber & Tapioca Estates, Ld. 
(Incorporated 1913). was held on 
Wednesday at the offices of the secre- 
taries and general managers, 
Messrs. Hopkins, Dunn & Co., Ld., 
No. Avenue Edward VII, M-. 
Brodie A. Clarke presiding. 

In the course of his speech, the 
Chairman said :— 

From the manager’s report, you 
will have seen that the year’s crop 
amounted to 227,390 Ib. of rubber 
being 12,610 lb. below his estimate. 
This was caused by abnormal wea- 
ther conditions, and shortage of 
labour. 

The average price realized was 
1/5} per Ib. against 1/94 for the 
preceding year. 

A lot of thinning out has been, 
and is being done on the estate, 
and a census of the remaining trees 
is now being taken. : 

Tho additional area of 340 acres 
planted up during 1917 and 1918 is 
coming on splendidly, the total cost 
to date being Ts. 34,762.17 or 
slightly over Tls. 100 per acre—a 
capital expenditure which, provid- 
ed the rubber market recovers, 
should prove an excellent invest- 
ment. 

Your directors decided at the end 
of the year to cease tapping—the 
prico of rubber being so low, that 
the working of the estate, if pro- 
duction were continued, would en- 
tail a loss of approximately Straits 
$6,000 per month, whereas by stop- 
ping production entirely, the loss 
would be about §.$4,200 per month. 
As no financial assistance is to be 
obtained from the Banks, Mkssrs. 
Hopkins, Dunn & Co, Ld., the 
secretaries and general managers of 
the Company, have undertaken to 
find the necessary funds to keep the 
estate going for the present- 

Unfortunately for the industry 
thero seems to be a regrettable lack 
of unanimity amongst planters, no 
definite arrangement having been 
made for wholesale reduction of 
output—and I feel sure until some- 
thing is done in this respect,. the 
present huge stocks will still bo 
added to, and an increase in prico 
cannot be anticipated. Personally 
I must admit that I can see no 
silver lining to the clouds that ut 
the moment overshadow the indus- 
try. At the same time. should busi- 
ness at Home and on the Continent 
show any signs of returning to the 
normal, it would no doubt reflect 
to our benefit. 

With regard to the accounts I 
regret to say that revenue account 
shows a loss for the year of Tla. 
4,444.02. 

The balance sheet shows over and 
above capital, liabilities to the 
amount of Tls. 62,837.56 and liquid 
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assets Tls. 15,635.79. These assets 
are now being used in keeping the 
estate going. 

There were no questions, and 
the formal resolutions were adopi- 
ed. 





TAIPING RUBBER CO. 





Annual General Meeting 


The eighth annual general mect- 
ing of the Taiping Rubber Estates, 
Ld., was held on Wednesday after- 
noon at the offices of the agents, 
Messrs. Hopkins, Dunn & Co., Ld., 
No. 17 Avenue ‘Edward VIL.) Mr. 
Brodie A, Clark presiding. 

In bis speech the Chairman 
said :— 

The output of rubber 
13,000 Ib. less than for 
number of trees, on the 
mendation of the visiting 
having been given a rest. 

The all-in cost of production is 
shown at 1/3d. per Ib. as against 
2/- per lb. for the previous year. 
This reduction was entirely due to 
the exchange factor. In the 1919 ac- 
counts we had a debit to exchange 
of Tls. 9,728.00 while in the present) 
account you will find a credit to 
exchange of Tis. 11,233.78. 

Sales: The average price received 
for all grades was 1/5}d. per Ib. as 
against 1/93d. for the previous year. 

With reference to the accounts 
there is little to be said—they show 
a balance at profit and loss of ‘lls. 
3,587.07. Deducting from this the 
amount brought forward from 1919 
account, Tls. 1,703.49, we have a pro- 
fit on the year’s working of Tls. 
1,883.58 which through very small 
is better than a loss. 

In view of the present low price 
of rubber your directors decided 
to stop tapping from February 1; 
during the non-producing period 
the running expenses of the estate 
will be approximately 8.$1,300.00 
per month, and represents a con- 
siderably less Joss than would be 
entailed by producing and selling 
rubber at the present price. In re- 
gard to this, I may tell you that 
19,000 Ib. sold during January at 
the Singapore auctions realized an 
average price of only 26  cents— 
Straits currency—cqual to less than 
7d. per Ib. To continue  produe- 
ing rubber for this price is, I am 
sure you will agree, sheer folly. 

With all expenses eut to the very 
Jowest point your estate is in a 
position to keep afloat for a year, 
if necessary, without further in- 
como and T can only voice the hepa 
that conditions may change for the 
better before the year is out. 


was some 
1919—a, 
recom- 

agent, 





There were no questions, and 
the formal resolutions were 
adopted. 





A meeting of the Palestine As- 
sociation “Kadimah” was held at 
the Jewish School on Monday after- 
noon, Mr. B. Topas presiding, to 
bid farewell to the first group of 
50 “Halutzin” (pioneers) who -ere 
passing through Shanghai from 
Russia to Palestine. About 100 
ladies and gentlemen were present. 


SHANGHAI WATERWORKS 
co., LD. 





Extraordinary General Meeting 


An extraordinary general mect- 
ing of the Shanghai Waterworks 
Co., Ud., was held last Friday at 
the company’s offices, No. 67 Kiang- 
se Road. 

Mr. L. J. Cubitt presided and 
was supported by Mr. R. M. Dal- 
gleish, ‘Mr. C. G. Mackie and Mr. 
A. W. Burkill (directors) and Mr. 


F. B. Pitcairn (secretary). The 
attendance — represented —_ 13,642 
shares. 


The notice convening the meeting 
having been read, the Chairman 
said that they had been asked to 
attend for the purpose of confirm- 
ing the special resolution which 
was put forward at the extraordin- 
ary general meeting of March 31. 

The special resolution was there- 
upon proposed by the Chairman, 
seconded by Mr. R. M. Dalgleish, 
and carried unanimously. The fol- 
lowing further resolution confirm- 
ing the aforesaid, proposed by the 
Chairman and seconded by Mr. R. 
M. Dalgleish, was then adopted :— 

That the company pursuant to article 
125A of the articles of association” 
hereby. declares that a sum equivalent 
to the nominal sterling value of one- 
tenth of the total number of shares issued 
on the date of this resolution, being part 
of the amount standing to the credit 
of the company's reserve fund, shall 
forthwith be permanently capitalized in 
the manner specified in the said article, 
and appropriated to the holders of the 
shares in the company in accordance with 
their rights and distributed among them 
in the form of fully paid up shares, and 
directs that such sum be applied in 
paying up on behalf of tho — members 
entitled to such distribution of such 
number of shares of £20 each as 
aforesaid in the capital of the company, 
which shares, when so fully paid up, 
shall be allotted to and distributed among 
existing holders of shares in the com- 
pany in the proportion of one of such 
shates for every 10 existing shares 
already held by them respectively, and 
shall ‘rank for dividend as from January, 
1921. 

In conclusion, the Chairman 
pointed out that the money being 
capitalized was actual premium on 
shares issued from time to time. 
The number of bonus shares was 
3,048 at £20 per share. £60,960 at 
3s. 21d. was equal to Tls. 380,010.39. 
The amount of reserve fund deriv- 
ed from premiums on shares to 
December 31, 1920, was Tls. 738,448.- 
56, to which should be added the 
premium on this year’s issue, 
£20,810. 

The proceedings then terminated. 


Mr. and Mrs. Spurgeon Medhurst, 
have left Peking for Australia, 
where, according to the “ Peking 
Daily News” Mr. Medhurst will 
be ordained priest in the Liberal 
Catholic Church. During the four 
years they have been in Peking Mr. 
and Mrs. Medhurst have taken an 
active part in the life of the com- 
munity, and their departure will 
leave a blank that will be very 
difficult to fill. The good wishes 





of a large circle of 





go with them to Australia. a 


SHANGHAI GAS CO. 





Annual Meeting 


The annual general meeting of 
the Shanghai Gas Co., Ld., was 
held at the offices of Messrs. Edward 
Ezra & Co., No. 14 Kiukiang Road, 
on Thursday, Mr. E. I. Elra presid- 
ing. 

In the course of his speech the 
Chairman said : 

Before reviewing the work of the 
year, I wish to express the regret 
felt by the directors at the resigna- 
tion of Mr. Francis Ayscough and 
Mr. F. C. Butcher from the direc- 
torate, the former of whom served 
on the board for many years, lat- 
terly as chairman. The thanks of 
the shareholders are, therefore, due 
to these gentlemen for their valu- 
able work in connexion with this 
company. Mr. A. D. Bell accepted 
the invitation of your directors to 
fill one of the vacancies on the 
directorate and his appointment 
will require confirmation at this 
meeting. 

Before examining the details of 
the report and accounts, I will 
make a few remarks on a matter 
affecting the gas industry. Your 


{chairman last year brought to your 


notice a change that was likely to 
take place in the method of charg- 
ing for gas in the United King- 
dom, from the illuminating power 
basis to the heat unit basis. This 
change, now known as the Gas 
Regulation Act, has passed both 
houses of Parliament. The powers 
of the Gas Gas Regulation Act and 
the developments of these times 
have moved the gas industry from 
its state of normal evolution under 
restriction into what is a transi- 
tional period of possibilities. In 
the meantime, your directors await 
the application and effect of the 
new act before any alteration is 
decided upon here. 


Increasep Prices. 


With reference to your business 
in Shanghai, as you are fully 
aware, the price of gas must almost 
wholly be regulated by the cost of 
coal on the one hand and the re- 
ceipts from residuals on the other. 
The Japanese coal purchased for 
the year we are reviewing was done 
so under favourable circumstances, 
owing to the high.rate of exchange 
ruling at the time. The receipts 
from the residuals show a substan- 
tial increase, owing to the higher 
price received for coke under con- 
tract. The result, as you see from 
the balance shcet, is highly satis- 
factory. 

Unfortunately, owing to the late 
drop in exchange, we have been 
compelled to conclude contracts for 
Japanese coal at higher prices for 
1921 and, as there was no alternative 
but to rise our charges to con- 
sumers, your directors decided to 
increase the price of gas from $2.20 
to $2.30 per 1,000 cubic feet from 
January 1 last, but to await the 
result of last year’s working to 
ascertain exactly what the final in- 
crease should be. This has now 
been fixed at $2.50 per 1,000 cubic 


tiends, will | feet from April 1. The higher cost 


of manufacture will now be borne 
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partly by the consumer and partly 
by tho company. Regarding this 
matter, it may be of interest for 
you to know that the price of gas 
charged by the London gas com- 
panies has advanced 121 per cent. 
since 1914, whilst the price in 
Shanghai over the same period has 
risen only 46 per cent. 

An interesting feature of the re- 
port is the expansion in our sales 
‘of gas of 3.4 per cent. Though small, 
it would appear this increase is 
most satisfactory, as it has been 
achieved in the face of considerable 
and continued loss in our lighting 
busiiess. The prospects of the 
company are entirely wrapped ap 
in domestic and industrial heating 
in all its varied forms, to which 
great attention has been paid in the 
past and which will continue to be 
our main object in prospecting for 
new ‘business. Last summer, a 
certain amount of disaffection 
evidenced itself amongst our Chin- 
ese workmen, owing to the high 
cost of rice and living generally. 
In consequence, it was considered 
advisable to raise the rate of wages 
about 15 per cent., since when gen- 
eral satisfaction has prevailed. 


EXTENSION To JESSFIELD. 


The conditions relating to the 
distribution of gas continue to 
alter as a result of our business ex- 
tending in tho outer districts of the 
Settlement, necessitating extensions 
and alterations in keeping with the 
requirements, The new six and 
four-inch high pressure steel tubes 
purchased at a cost of about £13,000 
have arrived and will be laid to 
Jessfield as soon as possible,.there- 
by augmenting the supply much 
needed in that part of Shanghai. 

Peysions ror EmpLoyess. 


In conclusion, I would like to 
add that the foreign staff of the 
company have carried out their 
duties in a loyal and efficient man- 
ner and, to show our appreciation 
of their services, a resolution will 
be proposed to pay them a bonus 
of 5 per cent. on their salaries for 
1920, to which I am sure you will 
give effect. As you are doubtless 
aware, no superannuation fund 
exists in this company. Your 
directors, after careful considera- 
tion, have come to the conclusion 
that, in order to protect the inter- 
ests of the older employees, to 
commence a staff pension fund and, 
with this object in view, recom- 
mend your approval for the sum 
of Tls. 5,00 to he placed to this 
fund immediately from the surplus 
at our disposal. i 

There were no questions, and the 
formal resolutions vere adiopted, 
including one for the payment of 
a dividend of Ts. 2.50 per share. 





Tue “Kepublican Daily News” 
states that Tuchun Meng En-yuan, 
of Kirin, General Li Hsing, brother 
of the late Tuchun Li Shun, and a 
number of other gentlemen, have 
raised about $1,000.000 for the 

> establishment of a cotton mill in 
Shanghai. A deputy has arrived 
here to purchase a suitable land 
“site and order machinery. A con- 
tract for the purchase of machines 
‘has been signed and plans are being 
‘drawn up for the buildings. 





CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 





CERCLE SPORTIF .. 
FRANCAIS 





Officers Elected 


At the annusl meeting of mem- 
bers of the Cercle Sportif Fran- 
gais, held at the club house oa 
Saturday, the following commit- 
tees- were elected :— 

General Committee—President, 
Mr. H. Madier; Secretary, Mr. M 
J. Guerin; Treasurer, Mr. J. C. 
Deschamps; and Messrs. R. Fano, 
J. Beudin, T. Marthoud, L. Basset. 

Balloting Committee — Messrs. 
M. Chapeaux, Du Pac de Marsou- 
lies, L. Pernot, J. Fredet, J. Pren- 
tice, V. H. Bourne, W, T. Findley, 
H. J. Sheridan. 

Tennis Committec—Messrs. J. 
C. Deschamps, M. Chapeaux, J. 
Donne, T. H. Hutchison, W. G. R. 
Murphy, H. Toussaint, 

Restaurant and Bar Committee 
—Messrs. L. Marthoud, L. Basset, 
¥. Madier, J. Knight 

Lawn Bowls Committee.—Messrs. 
K. Fano, M. Chapeaux, A, Muguet, 
R. Tillot. 

Entertainment Committee — 
Messrs. J. Beudin, Du Pac de Mar- 
soulies, J. Fredet, R. T. P. Griffin, 
J. Schlisler, J. Thesmar, 


Billiards "Committee—Messrs. G. 
Guerin, A. Ohapeaux, V. H. 
Boerne. 

Finance Committee—Messrs._ R. 


Fano, L. Marthoud, J. C. Des- 
champs. 

House and Grounds Committee— 
Messrs. H. Madier, H. F. Boissezon, 
J. Beudin, P. Jousseaume, 





UNION CLUB OF CHINA 





Annual General Meeting 


The annual general meeting of 
members of the Union Club of 
China was held at the comfortable 
new premises of the organization, 
No. 1 Hankow Road, on Tuesday, 
Mr. J. H. Dollar presiding, sup- 
ported by Messrs. A. W. Burkill, 
W. A. B. Nichols, Chu Pao-san, 
Lo Jack-sung (committee), L: 
Bliss (secretary) and a good atten- 
dance of members. 

Tn moving the adoption of the 
report and accounts, the chairman 
said :— 

Gentlemen,—The report and ac- 
counts having been in your hands 
for some time I take it I may 
follow the usual course and con- 
sider them as read. Referring first 
to the working account, it is to he 
regretted that we again have to 
report a loss, which is due largely 
to the unsettled conditions as the 
result of moving from our old club- 
rooms to the present quarters, but, 
now that we are permanently locat- 
ed in these spacious premises, it is 
to be hoped that members will 
attend the Club regularly and thus 
lend their best support. 


Crus Ruxninc Even. 


Unfortunately, in making the 
change, it was necesary to pay 





double rent for five months, which 
cost us $3,472.22, which can only 
be considered as an extraordinary 
expense and, by deducting this sum 
from the loss of $7,961.94, it leaves 
us a loss on our operations of 
$4,489.72, which as compared with 
our last annual report is quite 
satisfactory. I am glad to say 
that, with our present income ‘and 
expenditures, we are just running 
even; therefore, with an addition- 
al membership, we feel confident 
of making a more satisfactory 
showing in our next annual report. 
A8 pointed out by my predecessor 
in his annual report last year, the 
loss on the barsis due to the fact 
that a very large proportion of the 
members are practically total 
abstainers and as the same condi- 
tion still prevails we cannot, there- 
fore, hope to derive the same in- 
come and profits from this source 
that most of the other clubs in 
Shanghai enjoy. : 
The dining room account still 
shows a loss, but I think you will 
agree with me that the food and 
service have been greatly improved 
since we have settled down in our. 
new quarters and, after the lift has 
becn installed, it is hoped that a 
greater number of members will 
use the dining room at tiffin time. - 
The service is very difficult to main- 
tain under present ocnditions, 
when the. steward never knows 
whether there are going to be four 
people for tiffin or 50. In view 
of the above, the Club has not seen 
fit to take its percentage of the 
dining room receipts, but has, in 
fact, been obliged to increase the 
steward’s allowance for service, in 
order that the members who do 
patronize the dining room may be’) 
well satisfied. * 
The lift machinery has now 
arrived and the work of installing 
it has begun and we hope to have 
it in running condition within two 
months, at which time I am sure 
the attendance at the Club will be 
considerably increased 


MempersHip oF 245. 


Referring to the question of 
membership, this now stands at 100° 
Chinese, 99 British and 46 Amer- 
icans, 245 in all, which represents 
an increase during the year of 22 
members. The object for which 
the Club was formed has been 
proved by the many committees ot 
different associations making it 
their mecting place and the great 
number of large dinner parties 
and social functions, testify to the 
Club’s popularity as an institution 
furthering the spirit of co-opera- 
tion between the nationalities of 
which it is composed. Another: 
feature which has increased the 
social side of the Club’s affairs has 
been the additional -number of 
ladies’ days, which have been taken 
advantage of by many members. 


Our best thanks are-due to tho 
jmembers of the House Committee 


for the generous amount of time 
they have given to the work which 
has been allotted to them, both in 
connexion with the old quarters 
and the new. I also wish to take 
this opportunity of expressing tho 
Club’s appreciation of the satis- | 
factory services of our Secretary, 


— 
$a 
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Mr. Bliss, and the Chinese Advisory 
Secretary, Mr. Chang Nieh-yun. 

In closing I wish to express the 
great pleasure it has given me to 
occupy the position of President 
during the past year and I trust 
that my successor will receive the 
same assistance from the committee 
and members that has been accord- 
ed me. 

Mr. A. W. Burkill seconded the 
motion, which was carried unanim- 
ously. ¥ 

Tae New Commirtee. 

The following were elected to the 
committee for the ensuing year: 
Messrs. H. W. Lester, D. Galloway 
and M. H. Logan (British); W. A. 
B. Nichols, A. R. Hager and B. C. 
Haile (American); Chu Pao-san, 
Fu Siao-en and Lo Jack-sung 
(Chinese). Messrs. Chu_ Pao-san, 
M. H. Logan and W. A. B. Nichols 
were selected to fill the positions 
of Pr ent and Vice-Presidents, 
ene division of offices to be settled 
later. 





Union Club Proprietary, Ld. 


The annual general meeting of 
sharcholders in the Union Club 
Proprietary, Ld., followed, Mr. 
A. W. Burkill presiding, support- 
ed by Messrs. W. A. B. Nichols and 
Chu_ Pao-san (directors), Mr. K. 
J. MeKelvie \(seerctary) and a 
large number of shareholders. 

The notice convening the meeting 
and the auditors’ report having 
been read_the. chairman said: 

Gentlemen,—As the report and 
accounts for the year ended Decem- 
ber 31, 1920, have been in your 
hands for some time. I will, with 
your permission, take them as 
read. I understand the Chinese 
version of the accounts have been 
sent to the Chinese shareholders in 
addition to the English version. 
As Mr. Massey, the chairman at 
our last annual meeting, explained 
to you, this company was formed 
to finance the Union Club of China 
and these accounts deal only with 
this Club and our prosperity is 
bound up with fhat_of the Union 
Club of China. You will see 
from the profit and loss account 
that, on the year’s working, there 
was a profit of Tls. 1,576.54, but 
from this has to be deducted the 
balance standing at the debit of 
profit and loss account of Tis. 
585.71, being the loss shown on the 
working of this company for the 
year ended December 31, 1919. 
Consequently we have at the credit 
of the profit and loss account Tis. 
990.83, which we propose to carry 
forward to next year’s account. 


Heavy Extra Expenses. 

There is not much for me to say 
about these accounts, but there is 
one item, in view of the auditors’ 
comment in their certificate, that 
appears in our balance sheet as an 
asset, that requires a little ex- 
planation and is under the head- 
ing of-accounts receivable, Tis. 
9,222.50. At the last annual meet- 
ing, you were told that the club 
had to find new quarters, as our 
landlords, the Chartered Bank of 
India, Australia and China had 
given us notice. After a good deal 
of trouble, the committee of the 





Union Club of China were fortun- 


ate enough to get a lease on the} might be considered a very success- 


comfortable premises that we are 
now in, but this meant that the 
club were faced with heavy extra 
expenses, due to the fact that they 
had to pay rent for.two premises 
for five months, as it took some 
time to get their new ones fitted 
up and this, combined with vari- 
ous unforeseen circumstances due 
to the removal, caused the Union 
Club a loss on their working ac-! 
count. The club loss on working! 
to date is now $13,543.02 and this' 
company has had to advance prac- 
tically the equivalent to this sum 
to the Club to meet the deficit on 
their working accounts. 

As has been pointed out to you 
before, this company was formed 
to finance the Union Club of China 
and, while probably it is a bold 
thing to say, in view of the loss 
on the working of the club for the 
last two years, I feel confident 
that it is only a question of time 
before the Union Club of China 
will be on its feet and be able to 
repay its liabilities, more especial- 
ly as I understand the prospects 
of the club breaking even this year 
are good and, if this is the case, 
it will not be long before it works 
at a profit. 


Hon. Secrerary’s Work. 


I do not think that I have any- 
thing further to say about the 
accounts, as they are very simple 
and self explanatory. would 
like, however, to take this oppor- 
tunity of expressing the apprecia- 
tion of the directors of the very 
good work done for us by our hon. 
secretary, Mr. McKelvie, and I am 
glad to say that we have been able 
to arrange with him to continue to 
aot as our secretary. Before put- 
ting the first resolution to the 
mecting, I shall be happy to an- 
swer any questions the shareholders 
may have to ask. 

No questions were asked and the 
report and accounts, as’ presented, 
were adopted on the proposition 
of the chairman, seconded by Mr. 
W. A. B. Nichols. 

Messrs. E. F, Mackay and T. 
Drakeford were elected directors, 
on the proposition of Mr. ‘Chu 
Pao-san, seconded by Mr. N. 8. 
Brown. 

On ‘the proposition of Mr. 
Thomas, seconded by Mr. T. W. 
Bowern. Messrs ~.owe, Bingham 
& Matthews vere re-elected 
auditors. 


j 





SHANGHAI POLO CLUB 





Matches Probable with Hongkong, 
Tientsin and Peking 


The 23rd annual meeting of 
members of the Shanghai Polo 
Club was held at the Race Club 
Grand Stand, on Thursday evening, 
Mr. R. I. Fearon presiding over a 
large attendance. The chairman 
said he would like it placed on 
record how deeply they all deplor- 
ed the loss of the late Mr. E. R. 
Hooper, who was a member of the 


G. | of Buddhists in the capital. 


The past season, he continued, 


ful one, although at times the heat 
was excessive. Polo was played on 
40 regular days and the attendance 
of playing members was quite up 
to the average. Playing members 
increased from 48 to 59 and non- 
playing members from 84 to 109. 

After referring to last season’s 
Interport match against Hongkong, 
he said that this year another, 
challenge was expected from 
Hongkong, and that would mean 
sending a team there in September 
to defend the Cup. 

Recently a verbal communication 
was received to the effect that Tien- 
tsin and Peking, either singly or 
in combination, would like to play, 
Shanghai during the Olympic 
Games here. It had already been 
intimated to the secretary of the 
Tientsin Polo Club that, if they, 
could make arrangements to come 
down, the Shanghai Polo Club 
would be very pleased: to play them. 

Mr. Fearon then moved the adop- 
tion of the report and accounts, 
which was seconded by Mr. E. H. 
McMichael and carried unanimous- 


Messrs. R. I. Fearon, H. G. 
Robinson, E. S. B. Rowe, E. H. 
McMichael and Dr. W. B. Billing- 
hurst, old members of the commit- 
tee, were re-elected and Mr. C. C. 
Boyd was elected in place of Mr. 
B. D. F. Beith, who has gone 
Home. 


z 








“Make good music popular and- 
popular music good” is the slogan 
adopted by the General Federation 
of Women’s Clubs in a campaign 
just started to drive out jazz and 
improve American music generally. 
The campaigners are headed by 
Mrs. Marx E. Obernderfer (Anne 
Shaw Faulkner). 





Mr. H. Owen Chapman centers a 
protest in the “Peking Leader” 
against the playing of a game of 
baseball at Tan Chih Szu—a resort 
Deal- 
ing with what he describes as @ 
“hilarious game of indoor baseball 
in the temple court” he says: “I. 
know what the game of baseball is 
like ag it is ordinarily played; and 
wo are assured that this was a 
‘hilarious’ game. The court in 
which foreign guests are accom- 
modated is so central that the 
tinkling bells and gongs and even 
the chanting of the service in the 
main temple can be easily heard; 
and my whole soul rises in revolt 
at the desecration of a hilarious 
game of baseball, in such a place. 
Would these people expect to be- 
have in this way in a cathedral 
close in England, if they were 
visiting there. Or would they wel- 
come the spectacle of Chinese 
students in the United’ States be- 
having like this in the court of 
places there set apart for- revenue 
and worship ?—for I presume that 


such exist. Or do they feel shat 
because Buddhism is not their 
religion, it has no claim for 


respect at their hands, even when 





club for many years ad was at 
one time honorary secretary. 


they are the guests of such a Bud- 
dhist temple?” 
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CRICKET 





The Return Test Matches 
London, April 19. 

A meeting of the Cricket Board 
of Control has appointed Messrs. 
R. H. Spooner, H. K. Foster and 
J. Daniell as selectors for the com- 
img season’s test matches, with’ 
power to co-opt the captain select-! 
ed, and 
tively two professionals. The selec- 
tors will make the acceptance of 
each player conditional on his 
giving an undertaking not to con- 
tribute any article or statement to 
the ‘press respecting any match he 
plays in until the end of the season. 
—Reuter. 


also to call in consulta-! 


The Chess Championship 
Havana, April 15. 

In the eleventh game of the 
series for the world’s chess cham- 
pionship, Senor Capablanca has 
scored his third victory. 

The score now stands:—Capa- 
blanca 3, Dr. Lasker O, the re- 
maining eight games having all 
been drawn.—Reuter. 

Havana, April 18. 

The twelfth game in the serie? 
‘of matches between Senor Jose 
;Capablanca and Dr, Lasker to 
jdecide the chess championship of 
jthe world resulted in a draw after 
3) moves.—Reuter. 

Havana, April 20. 

The 13th game in the series be- 
tween Dr. Lasker and Senor Capa- 
blanca to decide the world’s chess 
championship was drawn after the 
23rd move.—Reuter. 
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Boxing 
New York, April 19. 
Mr. Tex Rickard announces that 
the Dempsey-Carpentier fight will 
take place at Jersey City on July 
2.—Reiiter. 


——+o- 


Scottish Football Cup _ 
London, April 16. 
The Association Football match 
in the final round of the competi- 
tion for the Scottish Cup was 
played to-day, when Partick Thistle 
Rangers by one goal 
euter 





Newmarket Racing 
London, April 20. 
The Government has sanctioned 
the holding of the 1,000 and 2,000 
Guineas races at Newmarket, both 
of which will be held on April 29, 
—Reuter. 





MOSQUITO 


NETS 


NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY 


No advance in price. 

Stocks having been ~ 
purchased at the 

high exchange, we | 
are in the position 

to sell at the 
1920 price. 


Special 
orders 
can be 
executed 


in two 


“days. 














Round or Square 


for single or double 


beds. 
These nets are 
well-made —_ with 
“alicobinding which 


preserves the life 


of the nets. 


Single Beds 
$21.50 


Double Beds 
$25.00 


Mailing orders receive careful attention. 


HALL & HOLTZ, LIMITED 


14 NANKING 


ROAD 


SHANGHAI 
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Special Articles 








THE CORRESPONDENCE OF THINGS 





“Which Things Angels Desire to Look Into.” I. Peter. I. 12 





Notes of a serman preached by the Rev. C. E. Darwent in Union 
Church, Tientsin, Sunday evening, April 10. 


. 

Bishop Hall of Norwich .says,|“‘look into it.” And he does with 
that he is a wiso man, “who can interest. There is something that 
see the correspondences of things.”| even angels feel is almost beyond 
God has made things, so!them. It makes the thought of 
that one thing illuminates an-! heaven more bearable to know, that 
other ; one thing “‘is set over against, there is room for humility even 
‘the other.” The way to under-jthere. If we ever get there, which 
‘stand divine things is to see if you| will be the supreme wonder for any 
can find their analogy to human! of us, if we know ourselves at all, 
things. There are correspondences| we shall be more at home, if there 
between the difficulties men have, are things we have known on earth, 
to contend with and those, that! yet which are so transcendently 
God has to contend with. Since great that even in heaven we shall 
all things come from God that was be humble in the presence of them, 
bound to be the.case. So I think,| and feel we still, like the angels, 
that I have found a feature in the have only to “desire to look into 
life of to-day, which will illuminate them.” ‘hat is Peter’s idea of the 


this beautiful thought of Peter.! 
But before we come to it, it will 
be as well to say something about} 
the angels. It is as well to be clear| 
as to whether we are doing with 
the thoughts and works of real be- 


ings. I believe that there are 
such beings.as angels. The late 
Cardinel Newman’s argument for 


them has to my mind never been con- 
futed. He says that there are whole 
orders of creatures below us, of! 
whose real nature we know little or| 
nothing at all; there are thousands; 
of species of them, in the air, on! 
the earth, and in the sea; they run! 
and fly, and swim; they are deck 
in gorgeous colours as well as in 
plain drab: we use them, eat some 
of them; decorate hats with others 
of them, shoot them for fun. But 





thing he is writing about to some 
scattered Christians. 

And what is it? It is “the things 
announced to you through them 
that preached the Gospel -unto you 
by the Holy Ghost sent forth from 
heaven.” Yes; God’s great sacrifi- 
cing love to us in giving His dear 
Son to save us; that great “stoop 
of the divine nature” by which the 
Son of God suffered and died for 
our sins “according to the Scrip- 
tures.” It is what we call the 
Gospel, the infinite grace of God to 
sinners, such as we are, in Jesus 
Christ, dying, rising, glorified. 


d} Peter says that there are so many 


wonders in it, so much wisdom, so 
many apparently _ contradictory 
problems and difficulties reconciled, 
that salvation is a marvellous 





of their real nature we know no-! 
thing. What does your dog think | 
of you? What is the unseen soul 
of all these myriads of creatures? 
What is their destiny? Yet here 
they are in myriads. Just so, says 
the cardinal, as there are all these 
orders of beings below us, why 
should there not be orders and 
ranges of beings above us, as much 
above us, as we are above the 
animals? Why should there not be 
beings called angels, who, as, 
Bishop Hall says, “attend the all-| 
glorious throne of their Creator, 
singing perpetual Hallelujahs to 


- Him in the highest heaven,” and 


“who know things in their inward 
and immediate causes?” 
Laitarions Tuey ApMit, 
Now, taking for granted, that 
there are such beings as angel: 
here is something of an astonish 
ing statement. Peter says 
there are some things that even the 
angels do not understand. With 
all their superhuman _ intelligence, 
there is something that beats them. 
They know something about it, but 
there are vast ranges of 
they do not know; “which thing: 
angels desire to look into.” It i: 
a happy every-day 
read of a learned 











that: 


it ‘that! 


achievement even for the Almighty 
himself, so the even “angels desire 
still-further to look into it.” 

That is a thing, that ought to 
furnish thought for a good many 
people to-day, is it not? If we 
could bring our sermons down to 
ten minutes, still better to five 
minutes some people might come 
and hear about this thing called the 
Gospel, just as a condescension to 
small minds, who believe in _ it. 
Some reckon to believe in it, but 
do not see much interest in it. But 
Peter says the angels see that the 
difficulties in the way of saving 
mankind were so immense that 
even God surpassed himseif in 
effecting salvation. The grace of 
Ged in Christ has kept them in 
rapt study, from the crucifixion till 
now. 


May's Iyrextecr at a Srop. 





point of view? I think we | can. 
‘And this is where the ‘“correspond- 
ences” of good Bishop Hall come 
in. In this way. There is a pro- 
blem before the world at the pre- 
sent time, so knotty, so unheard of 
in its difficulties, so complicated 
:With physical, moral, economic, 


phrase. We! geographical and spiritual factors, | 
scientific man,| that if any man were able to solve! governments of the world 
who has had some natural history it we should have all our leading smother the author in 
‘poser set before him, promising to statesmen crowding round to study diamond orders, 


Now, can we not get the angels’, 


his plans, as the angels do salva- 
tion. That is the problem of- 
“Reparations” by Germany for the 
damage done by the war that she 
created. It shows that when you 
have so many factors in a problem, 
you ought almost to be worshipped 
if you can solve it. I want to show 
that when you have the clash of 
right and wrong, of good and evil 
on a world-wide scale, when you 
have the clashing of millions of 
stubborn wills, and nationalities, 
you are beaten. Man’s intellect is 
at a dead stop. Take this case of 
reparations. It looks easy ; demand 
so much from Germany and make 
them pay it. But there you are. 
The ‘Peking and Tientsin Times,” 
the “North China Daily News” of 
Shanghai, and the home papers all 
have articles on the puzzle of re- 
parations. It seemed easy to cry, 
that the Germans must pay back 
ton for ton of the ships they sank. 
How simple! Is it? She has repaid 
Britain 350 or more ships, and 
America a lot of ships, and they are 
rotting in harbours and eating their 
bows off in charges. However you 
look at the problem you can see no 
way out. If you keep the Germans 
poor, they can’t pay; if they get 
rich and strong, as the French fear, 
they won’t pay. What are you to 
do? Economists tell us that the 
Germans must pay, either in cash, 
that is, gold, or in labour, or in 
goods, that is in exports. But 
there is’nt enough gold in all the 
world:for them to repay in that; 
and if it were suggested, that the 
German government should send 
100,000 labourers, to work no- 
thing in Allied ‘ countries, 
there would be a howl from the 
Labour varty. And to charge an 
export duty on German goods, it 
has been pointed out, is to make the 
trading subjects of the victorious 
Allied nations really pay the Ger- 
man indemnity, which looks a bit 
{absurd, does it not? All this apart 
from the moral and ‘spiritual pro- 
blems involved, the hatreds being 
sown, to produce, like dragon’s 
|teeth, future wars; the national 
| jealousies aroused into new life by 
ithe creation Of small jarring 
nationalities. So we may come to 
the thought of Peter in my text, 
and assert, that if there were any 
man, who really could solve the 
difficulty, and square this frightful 
reparation problem, kings, pres- 
idents, princes, chancellors, bank 
- managers, financial experts, would 
crowd up to “look into” his 
scheme. Newspapers would send 
their expertest reporters to get it 
out of him. At present the 
“§mancial experts” are shown to be 
{pretenders, if not frauds. They 
“have no more idea than you and 
I how to make Germany pay and 
settle poor Europe. The problems, 
racial, financial economic, political, 
geographical, spiritual | are 50 
! complicated. “ 














Ig there were “a 
Gospel,” that is, a solution, all the 
would 
gold and 
and even republics 
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would put their democratic princi- 
ples in their pockets, and make him 
a duke. 


Marvets Our-MarvELLep. 


Here then is our ‘“‘correspond- 
ence,” to me a very illuminating 
one, as I think of this statement cf 
Peter, that God’s redemption cf 
the world by the Gospel is one to 
make the angels wonder. The pro- 
blems raised by reparations are as 
nothing compared with those of 
the Redemption of the world. The 
marvel that the solution of the 
reparation problem would be, is as 
nothing to marvel of salvation. 

Take first the proposition of 
Christianity, that Christ came to 
deliver the world from all sin: 
“Likewise reckon ye yourselves 
dead unto sin and alive unto God.” 
Statesmen are thankful if they can 
keep people from shooting one 
another, and keeping them out of 
prison. I mean, they can only deal 
with superficial sins, Christianity 
proposes to expel all sins, sins of 
thought and feeling, public and 
secret sins, of the mind and body 
soul. (Paul has a, list in Galatians, 
that our legislation cannot touch, 
“Jasciviousness, hatred, envyings, 
emulations, wrath; and then he 
adds, “And suchlike.” He could 
name any number more, but spares 
our feelings. Christianity proposes 
to clean all out. Knowing the 
world as well as they do, no wonder 
the angelg wonder. ‘The Gospel 
knows all that philosophers tell us 
about the indelibleness of sin, how 
heredity makes it ingrained ; yet it 
is sure that “Christ came to 
cleanso us from ali iniquity.” And 
not merely to drive out sin, but to 
do something positive, to make us 
holy; “to present you holy and un- 
blameable and unreprovable in His 
sight.” There is an ideal! It 
would make all the universities 
gasp, if told they had to attempt 
to make men holy. And the Gospel 
has done it. The late great man, 
Professor Seeley said that there is 
not a village in Christendom that 
has not some holy people, not just 
ethically good people, but holy 
people, men and women of God. 
And the extent of the Gospel is a 
wonder. All men, of all ages, all 
civilizations, all cultures, the past, 
the present, the future are to be 
saved. 


Tar Ever Burnine Love, 


And the way all this glorious con- 
dition of humanity is to be brought 
about is equally a wonder. The 
declaration of Christianity, in brief, 
is that in a great burst of His ever 
burning love for man, God conform- 
ed to-the law of sacrifice, which He 
expects us to conform to, and His 
Son came down, and lived among 
us, and left us an example, valid 
for all ages, and died for sin, and 
rose, to be a_ perpetual living 
Presence, accessible to all weary 
and sin-laden sons of men to the 
end of time as a Helper, a Com- 
a Saviour. The Gospel is 
a fountain of love for man; it is 
God’s great love going out in action. 
Everything about it is a marvel. 
There is the love of God, which we 
of to-day glibly take for granted. 
But how can God love us? What 
‘is there lovable about us? How 
many do we lovet Few indeed. 





Yet He so loved the world as to 
give His Son for it. A man told me 
that he has forty cousins, and as 
far as I could gather, he seemed to 
have thirty-eight too many. What 
then about his duty to love a/l men, 
as a christian should, and as God, 
we believe loves Those cousins! 
What a wonder is God’s love! 
Everything about Christ is un 
paralleled. That the destiny of all 
the race depends on the life of A 
man, who lived 2,000 years ago is 
amarvel. Yet it is so. For even 
a man like the late Goldwin Smith, 
an agnostic, if anything, said, of | 
Jesus, ‘He showed the essence vf} 
man’s moral nature, clothed with a 
personality so vivid, as to excite 
through all the ages the most in- 
tense affection, yet divested of all 


those peculiar characteristics, the 
accidents of time and place, by| 
which human personalities are} 


marked.” And there is His death. 
He said “Tt is finished.” and we 
believe it was. The world is saved, 
if it will only accept it. Men are 
apt to be annoyed that God did not 
go about to save the world in the 
old stereotyped ways. But we 
ca’nt help that. His love did it,/! 
and did it well. 


Tae Inrinite Dynamo. 


I remethber once watching anj 
engineer doing an  exceédingly 
difficult and wonderful thing, and Ij 
remarked ‘on the wonder of it; and} 
he said, ‘Ah, with a machine like} 
this you can do anything.” And, 
that is just what we feel about the; 
cross of Christ, and why we make 
it. the symbol of our religion. We 
know that infinite love with infinite 
power are concentrated in it, as in 
a mighty spiritual dynamo; it “‘is 
the power of God unto salvation.” | 
The grace, mercy and love of God | 
are the crowning wonder and 
glory of the universe, and it can do 
anything. That is why Christendom 
is hopeful even in the worst times. 
Neither men nor angels have come 
anywhere near fathoming the “love 
of God in Christ Jesus” for sinful 
man. We might well despair, if we 
had to depend on man’s "wisdom to 
get the world out of the pit, mto 
which it has fallen. But there is 
this infinite dynamo of divine 
energy in Christ, which the world 
has hardly begun yet to tap. It 
will save us, as old _Philip Dod- 
dridge sang, 

“Grace, ’tis a charming sound, 
Harmonious to the ear; 

Heaven with the echo shall resound, 
And all the earth shall hear.’” 








To prevent any possible corrup- 
tion and to give facilities to the 
public, the Ministry of Communica- 
tions has decided to adopt a uni- 
form system of accounting for the 
different Government railways. An 
order has been issued by the Minis- 
try of Communications, pointing 
out the necessity of adopting the 
new system of accounting, which is 
being used by railways in foreign 
countries. A special form of sta- 
tion manual will be issued to the 
railway officials “for adoption. 
Officials will be appointed by the 
Railway Administrations to audit 
the accounts at regular intervals, 
so as to see the new system of ac- 
counting is faithfully adopted. 





IMPRESSIONS AT FIRST 
HAND 


A China Hand in New Zealand: 
Surprises to the Newcomer 
But a Land to Live In 


The following letter is written by 
one who has just left China, 

Our voyage from Japan to Aus- 
tralia on the N.Y. K. 8. Ald 
Maru was a comfortable one. At 
Sydney we found a stewards’ strike 
on and comidered ourselves very 
fortunate in getting off by the first. 
New Zealand boat leaving 10 days 
after our arrival. 

From Sydity there were about 
400 passengers and the scratch crew 
of stewards was quite unable to 
overtake the work. It was a bit 
ot a scramble to get enough to eat 
and water to wash with but every- 
one took it good-naturedly and the 
weather was fine. Christmas Day 
was calm, bright, and warm, and 
on the morning of- December 27, 
the fourth day out from Sydney, 
we sighted the northern point of 
the South Island. True to its re- 
putation, Cook’s Strait was very 
storniy and Wellington hats needed 
tobe well secured. The situation 
cf Wellington reminds one of 
Hongkong. Its beautiful natural 
harbour, terraces on the hillside, 
Picturesque villas peeping out 
evergreen thickets, well-kept lawns 
and cable tramway running straight. 
up the hill from the centre of the 
town and other features make a 
striking resemblance. 

Wellington is one of the most 
prosperous seaports of the 
Dominion. It’s population is 


labout 100,000. Business was good 


all through the war, but, in com- _ 
mon with other parts of the world, 
a slump is anticipated very soon, 
Wool prices are tumbling down 
already and the New Zealand 
Government is-in financial diffi- 


culties. Banks are cutting down 
overdrafts mercilessly and both 
farmers and business firms, are 


beginning to feel the pinch. New 
Zealand will weather “the storm 
all right, however, though some 
may be hard hit for a time. 

Ary Britisy. 


From the moment we stepped 
ashore we have been much impress- 
ed by the British character of the 
New Zealanders. The Colonial ac- 
cent is the only thing that differen- 
tiates them on first acquaintance 
from the Old Country, and that is 
less marked than in Australia. 
They are pure British with its 
defects and qualiti Their loyalty, 
to the Mother Country is splendid. 
It is not a blind devotion. It is 
rather an intense enthusiasm to 
stre! en and maintain the 
British Commonwealth by | the 
free co-operation of all its inde- 
pendent states. Criticism, and 
consultation on all questions con-- 
cerning the Colonial and foreign 
policies of the Empire must be 
still further developed. 

Compared with Australia there 
is a feeling of contentment and 
security.- Strikes and revolution- 
ary propaganda are not entirely 
absent, but make little of it against 
what some call a _ reactionary 
public opinion, but what I venture 
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te think should rather be called 
a strong desire for orderly develop- 
ment. 

The climate is « great change 
for us from Manchuria. In this 
part of the North Island it is mild 
summer and winter. During the 
months of January and February 
we had only two or three wet days, 
The sunshine is warm, but seldom. 
burning hot. When the south 
wind Blows it is chilly and the 
north wind is soft and warm. The 
changes of wind take place  sud- 
denly every few days with a cor- 
responding rise or fall of tempera- 
ture. This is the case, we are 
told, all the year round and re- 
quires some attention in the mat- 
ter of clothing. High gales are 
frequent and earth tremors occur 
now and then. 


Wisitinc ror Serriers. 


The appearance of the country 
is in many respects quite different 
from what we expected. The ab- 
sence of cultivated fields is the 
first thing that strikes one. From 
Wellington to Palmerston North, a 
stretch of 80 miles, I did not see 
half a dozen. This of course does 
not apply to the whole of the 
country, for enough wheat and oats 
are grown for the needs of tl 
population. Yet, it is a feature 
of great significance. Grass cover- 
ed hills and plains with grazing 
for millions of sheep. and cattle, 
and uncleared bush waiting for 
settlers describes the greater 
portion of “God’s own Country.” 
Just think of it, a land as big as 
Great Britain with only a million 
and a quarter of people. Surely 
great future awaits it if wise im- 








migration is encouraged and just 
and liberal provisions continue 
to be made. 


It surprised us to find palms and 
tree-ferns in abundance. These 
give a semi-tropical appearance to 
the landscape. Probably in by- 
gone ages New Zealand was mucl 
warmer than it is now and these 
trees, with the tough and _ tall 
climbers which abound, are sur- 
vivors. The native trees of New 
Zealand are entirely different from 
those of the northern hemisphere, 
but a great number of English 
trees have been introduced and 
grow well. 

The Government built and owns 
the railways. They are narrow 
gauge, the cars rather imperfectly 
lighted, and the stations somewhat 
primitive, but probably the traffic 
does not justify much improvement 
tm the present embarrassed _ finan- 
cial condition of the Government. 


THe CHINESE QuEsTion. 


There are a few Chinese in near- 
ly every township. They are most- 
ly Cantonese and are engaged in 
Vegetable gardening or laundry 
work. They seem to be prosperous. 
Notwithstanding a capitation tax 
of £100 on every Chinese who en. 
fers tho country they are still 
steadily coming in. Personally, I 
think they find q suitable sphere 
and do a necessary work here and 
are decent law-abiding citizens. 
There is a predjuice against them 
which is unjustified. I suppose it 
is the result rather than the cause 
of the White New Zealand policy. 
What New Zealand needs is labour, 
‘but no Asiatic need apply. 





RUSSIANS UNDER CHINESE JURISDICTION 





IV—More about Chinese Police in the Railway Zone 





By Rodney Gilbert. 


Peking, April 6. 

Our correspondent continues to quote 
a large number of cases of abuse by 
Chinese police in the OE.R. Zone. We 
select a few of the worst though there 
ig little to Tn all cases omitted, 
names and dates are given in full. 

In the month of September, in 
Harbin, opposite the Russo-Asiatic 
Bank, there was a quarrel between 
a Russian named Zapaloff and a 
Chinese coachman which started 
with a dispute over the fare and 
which developed into a real affair 
when the Chinese struck the Rus- 
sian repeatedly in the face with his 
whip. A man named Kravitch, 
who was passing, interferred just 
as the Chinese police came up. ‘The 
two Russians were bound and led 
away. Then some Russian militia- 
men interfered and arrested the 
Chinese police for exceeding their 
rights, whereupon the Shinese 
officer ordered his men to fire their 
guns in the air as a signal. An- 
other body of Chinese police came! 
up and believing that the Russians 
had fired started wild firing into 
the crowd, which resulted in the. 
killing of the Russian police com- 
missioner Stepanoff and the wound- 
ing of two Chinese policemen. 

It must be remarked at this junc- 
ture that all of the cases cited so! 
far of malpractice on the part of 
the Chinese police in Russian com- 
munities took place prior to the 
withdrawal of Chinese recognition 
from the Russian consular officers, 
The various abuses perpetrated, the’ 
beatings and imprisonment of Rus- 
sians therefore took place while the 
Russians were still supposed to be 
enjoying extraterritorial immun- 
ity from such abuses and while the 
Chinese still pretended to recognize} 
the treaty rights of Russian sub- 
jects in China. 

The following incidents are 
subsequent to the assumption of 
Chinese authority of Russians in 
China in lieu of Russian consular 
jurisdiction—that is, after China 
had assumed the responsibility of 
safeguarding Russian treaty rights. 

On October 14, near the Viaduct 
west of Harbin station, the Chinese 
police beat a British subject named 
Foc because he started to go under 
the arch as others were doing. Foc 
was then arrested but was later 
liberated by the British Consul. 


Honour Awone THIEVES. 


On October 24 in Harbin, a shop 
belonging to 2 man named ‘Trotsky 
was robbed. The thieves were pur- 
sued by three Russian policemen 
and were run to ground in_ the 
Chinese police station. The Chin- 
ese police who happened to be on 
the premises relieved the culprits 
of some of their loot, taxed them 
1,000 yen and then set them free. 
When this affair became generally 
known the Russian police brought 
it to the attention of the Chinese 
commissioner and _ suggested that 
the officers responsible ought to be 
discharged from the service. The 








all 


{ 





Chinese police chief thereupon gavo 
the Russians to understand that if 
they did not tend to their own 
business they themselves would be 
discharged from the service. 

On October 13, 1920, at Harbin, 
the cow which belonging to one 
Julie Proudon was stolen and sub- 
sequently found to be penned up ‘n 
the courtyard of a Chinese wine 
manufactory. The owner complain- 
ed at the Chinese police station 
where she was told that her cow 
would be recovered for her if she 
paid ten dollars. She was finally 
forced to pay $7 at the police sta- 
tion and $3 to the policeman who 
went with her to get her cow. 

On November 3, 1920, at Horhonte 
station, the Chinese police searched 
all’the passengers on a mail train 
and took away whatever alcholic 
drinks they had with them. Tho 
police then proceeded to sell the 
loot in the 3rd class buffet car. 


Justice Inppep Buiyp. 


The following incidents which 
have taken place in Harbin within 
the past few months are from a 
separate compilation. They do not 
all have to do with the police or 
the soldiery but concern in some 
cases the judicial administration, 
with which the writer proposes to 
deal in a subsequent article. They 
will be given as the document cites 
them, however, since in nea all 
cases the police administration is 
involved. (They are samples of 
several given by Mr. Gitbert.—Ed. 


A man named Sakevitch was ar- 
rested in a hotel at the beginning 
of February because he considered 
the charges excessive and debated 
them. At the police station ho 
was ordered to-pay what was de- 
manded and was told that if he did 
not he would be beaten 50 strokes 
with a bamboo. Cases of this sort 
are said to be frequent. 


In the month of October, 1920, a 
chauffeur named Galilevitch was 
killed. The motor-car was seized 
by the pclice and was retained in 
the station courtyard for three 
months as “the offender.” When 
it was returned to its owner, one 
Mikeladze, it was utterly ruined. 

A cow belonging to a man named 
Dobriakoff was stolen by another 
Russian who took it to the butchery. 
The owner traced it, recognized 
the hide of his animal and entered 
a complaint. When the case came 
up in the Chinese court the judge 
asked Dobriakoff to give the dimen- 
dions of the hide and when he 
was unable to do this he was warn- 
ed by the court that if he con- 
tinued to charge the defendant with 
theft he, the plaintiff, would be 
exiled from Manchuria. 

A local police commissioner in 
Harbin wanted some information 
about a firm known as Malovanoff. 
He could not locate the company 
in question so he arrested @ man 
by the name of Maloff, held him 
four days in gaol andi then asked 
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for information about Malovanoff. 


Maloff of course had nothing to do 
with the firm in question and was 


held on the account of the similar- 

ity of the names in Chinese ears. 
A merchant named Vassilieff- 

Bourdareff lost. considerable mer- 


chandise when one of his employees 
He entered a com- 


disappeared. 
plaint with the police, but two or 
three days later he himself 
countered the missing one and took 
him to the police station. As usual 


both were arrested and by the time! 


Vassilieff-Boudaref was released 


that night and was able to find out} 
employee had 
been staying the stolen goods had* 


where his former 


boon spirited away. 


The merchant Sourinoff 


All four were arrested 
when Sourinoff was forced to 


ploy: 
and 





pay his three employces the police 
else relievéd him of 500 gold rou- 
es. 


V—CHINESE COURTS IN 
PLACE OF RUSSIAN 





Prior a 
ment’s recent decision to permit 
the former Russian assessors 
Manchuria to liquidate all pending 
Russian law suits, a committee; 
made up of representatives of the 


en- 


was 
charged on February 9th with hav- 
ing withheld wages from three em- 


to the Chinese Govern- 


in 


end of March was about as follows: 

The Chinese authorities did away 
with the Russian courts on October 
1, 1920, by the simply measure of 
introducing soldiery into the Court. 
of Assizes, turning out the Russian 
personnel, sealing the offices and 
sealing upon all documents and 
furniture. 


Cases Pitep Up. 


For two months matters rested 
there and no serious effort was made 
to replacethe Russian courts until 
December, while the Ministry of 
Justice did not turn its attention 
j to the liquidation of Russian cases 
pending when the Russian courts 
were closed until December 24. 
There were, and probably are, 
2,500 cases awaiting a hearing, 
1,018 cases pending preliminary 
examination and 1,291 involving 
questions of guardianship. Also 
there were more than 200 persons 
held under criminal charges, the 
same who recently brought matters 


to a head by a hunger strike. A 
large percentage of these persons 
were charged with minor offences 


and even if they had been found 
guilty would long since have served 
a maximum sentence and would 
havo been at liberty. Others would 
undoubtedly have procured tail, 
for in many of the cases the law 
would not have required more than 
30 roubles bail. Prisoners who were 
already sentenced moreover were 


Ar THe INTERPRETERS’ MERcy. 


The status and rank of the 
various courts established and the 
limits of the authority of cach have 
never been made clear to the Rus- 
sian population. Chinese law is 
applied, and no code in any Euro- 
pean language has been made avail- 
able to the Russian population. 
Whatever the Chinese code is, it 4 
only available to the erudite an 





Sinologues are not numerous in 
the Russian commercial commun- 
ities of Manchuria. The Chinese 


Janguage is used in the courts and 
in official reports, so that the * 
population is at the mercy of 
Chinese lawyers and interpreters. 
There has been no opportunity of 
course to develop a class.of lawyers 
in China upon whose professional 
attainments a client can rely. or 
whose practice is guided by tradi- 
tions of professional ethics. In 
Harbin the Chinese lawyers who 
have appeared in the wake of tho 
new courts advertise in the papers 
and the Russian who has a griev- 
anco and wishes to ‘‘go to law” has 
to choose between them. The chief 
procurator of the Court of Assizes 
has himself announced in a procla- 
mation that among those who call 
themselves lawyers there are many 
“thieves” and “extorters of money” 
who try to obtain clients by pre- 
tending to be on friendly terms 
with the magistrates. Their charges 
are very high as are those of in- 


former Russian judiciary prepared | 
for private circulation a pamphlet! 
upon the administration of justice 
to Russians in the Chinese courts. 
This document is endorsed by Rus- 
sians whose authority is beyond 
question and its accuracy is vouch- 
ed for by others of the Jighest! 
standing. This statement of actual 
conditions does not appear to have 


detained by the Chinese long after 
they should have been released. One. 
unfortunate, who had just been 
given a sentence of four days for 
drunken and disorderly conduct 
when the Russian courts were clos- 
ed, remained in gaol a month and 
he, together with others who were 
over punished, were only released 
by the Chinese when the former 


terpreters and yct without these 
functionaries it is impossible for 
the average Russian either to file 
a suit or to defend himself in a 
Chinese court. The poor’ simply 
do without law. 

Tue Murper or Mr. Winpow. 


Official interpreters are few and 
far between. 


been prompted by either pique or 
prejudice, for some of what is re 


lated would seem to indicate that 


the Chinese judiciary, unprepared 
for the onerous task of taking over 
tho Russian courts and of admfnis 
tering Russian law, 
mako the best of a bad job in many 
instances, was attempting to 
administer justice according to 
Chinese lights and had failed on 


account of a hopeless lack of equip- 


ment and experience. 


Notwine 1s PReparep. 


The document does go to 
however, that when the 
closed up the Russian judicial in- 
stitutions with almost 
haste, they had not the personnel 
to replaco the Russians whom they 
discarded, they 
thought to the difficulty of handling 


show, 


huge files of Russian documents 


bearing upon pending cases and 
had given no particular thought 
to the responsibility which devolved 
upon them of 
to Russian 


administer justice, 


which was what the Chinese Gov- 


ernment pledged itself to do. They 


had made so little preparation that 
to: 
competent to 
translate legal phraseology nor to 
foresee that such persons would be, 


they were not even 


prepared 
furnish interpreters 


essential. 
Acéording to the Russians them- 
selves the state of affairs up to the 


was trying to 


Chinese 


indecent 


had given no 


finding judges) 
sufficiently versed in Russian law; 


Russian officials brought the cases 
to their attention. For those whose) 
cases were pending, however, thero 
was no bail, no trial and no hope 
of liberty. The Chinese proposed 
to read the documents having to do. 
with their affairs but shirked the 
stupendous job. 


Iaxorance or Law asp Lanouace. 


It is difficult to imagine how 
Chinese judges ignorant alike cf 
Russian law and the Russian lan- 
guage proposed to administer 


many of them involving points of 
law which do not exist in Chinese 
jurisprudence, through the perusa) 
of documents in antique and 
stilted legal Russian. Whatever 
plans the Chinese may have had 
for overcoming these difficulties the 
fact remains that for six months 
nothing was achieved. 

Since December 1 Chinese dis- 
trict courts and a Court of Appeal 
for the Eastern Provinces have 
been established as special institu- 
tions to handle current Russian 
cases. It was at first understood 
that Russian legal advisers would 
assist in the trials, but instead of 
employing nine advisors, as was 
at first suggested, only two were 
retained and these have not been 
permitted to take any part in 
legal proceedings, to advise when 
decisions are made, or to have any 
direct relations with the Russian 
population. 


j 








The court of assizes 
has only three and it is said that 
these are not over competent. The 
average Russians, who cannot get 
aceess to these persons, are forced 
to avail themselves of the public 
interpreters who linger about the 
courts and who are for the most 
part ex-cooks and ex-boys who 
intr@luce the client into the mazes 
of Chinese justice with a scant 
equipment of pidgin Russian. The 
competence of the official inter-. 
preters is eloquently set forth in 
the story of the Chinese judge who 


justice in a great variety of cases,;passed sentence upon a Russian 


charged with breaking a window as 
a murderer, believing all the while 
that he was hearing a murder case 
that the defendant was accused 
and pleaded guilty to “the murder 
of Mr. Window.” 

In another case the efficiency of 
the courts in handling Russian 
affairs was exemplified when two 
persons, Kegel and Minter were 
arrested for having arms in their 
possession. They were charged a8 
Keger and Miger, but during tho 
hearing they became Didil and 
Mandil. Again—in January a 
coachman drove some unknown 
criminals to the shop of Tchourine 
& Co. The fares entered, exploded 
some sort of a bomb and fled. An 
employee of the shop was killed 
and two other persons were hurt. 
The coachman, whose innocence was 
established at the start, was held 
ten days in prison and in the order 
for his arrest it was written: “ac- 
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cused of having received wounds 
from a stranger which were almost 
mortal.” 


Eccenraicitigs or Carvese Law. 


In spite of several months contact 
with Chinese justice, the Russian 
population has not emerged from a 
state of hewilderment. Chinese 
procedure conforms in so little to 
Qceidental practice. In criminal 
cases Chinese practice does not 
seem to distinguish between a pre- 
liminary examination and a hearing, 
nor between the functions of various 
judges, For three months after the 
closing of the Russian courts no 
preliminary hearings were held. and 
it has only recently been suggested 
that they should be introduced as 
an innovation. Chinese civil law 
seems to ignore completely the legal 
status of a guardian, officially au- 
thorized adoption of children, the 
notariat and many other institu. 
tions which are taken for granted 
in the Occident. No unity of prac- 
tice has heen evolved and there has 
been no recognition of such judicial 
standards as Russians and others 
are familiar with. The court of 
Kirin-Pinking reopened and tried a 
case in which judgement had been 
given by the Russian court before 
it was closed. It is not uncommon 
for.a judge to drop a case which 
he is hearing to take up another, 
while another judge takes on the 
first case. It has already been 
pointed ont that the Chinese make 
no bones about locking up the 
plaintiff as well as the defendant. 
‘the witnesses may share the same 
fate and it is not so unusual for 
all of them to be confined in the 
same cell. On Januarv 13 a Chin- 
ese judge who had heard a case to 
the bitter andi announced that he 
hhad formed a decision which would 
be announced in a few days. On 
January 28 when the interested 
parties appeared before the tribunal 
they were astonished to bear that 
the case was being taken up from 
the start. by another judge. Cases 
have occurred where the plaintiff 
has been asked to furnish guar- 
antees. In one suit for damages 
the judge made the sage decree 
that one of the witnesses should 
pay and not the defendant, and 
while the audience sat in open- 
mouthed astonishment, the high 
authority remarked, “the Court 
knows what it is about.” 


Pickines ror Court Harpies. 


Unlike Russian Magistrates the 
Chinese officials are inaccessible and 





~~. a plaintiff or inquirer never gets 


past a secretary and must. submit 
all complaints or file suits in Chin- 
ese. For this an interpreter is re- 
quired and in making out an appeal. 
which never takes less than three 
or four hours, the appellant is 
charged 80 cents.a sheet for paper 
and 20 cents a line for translation. 
Proclamations relative to a case are, 
posted in Chinese at the court and 
the anxious party to.a legal action 
has to go daily with an interpreter 
to learn what has become of the 
affair in which he is interested. 
After paying all the _ preliminary 
charges incidental to filing a suit, 
including 2. tax on the document, 
cases: ocenr in which the papers are 
mislaid through the negligence of 





a clerk and the whole process has 
to be repeated. In one case a man 
paid a tax of $9 and then when 
his documents were lost by a court 
employee he had to pay a tax of 
$15 on the duplicate when it was 
filed. A man named A. in Hailar 
sent a petition to the Court accom- 
panied by the usual Russian tax on 
such documents. He received a 
reply from the judge indicating 
that if he wanted to “see the end 
of the affair’ he had better send 
along $37. 

In short, as the Russians them- 
selves are always complaining, they 
are literally “outside the Jaw.”” The 
practice of the Chinese couris, 
which should under extraterritorial 
provisions be administering Russian 
jaw if they have any right to func- 
tion at all, is so poorly standard- 
ized, so incomprehensible and so 
irregular and inconsistent that they 
have become much more a burden 
than a service to the Russians in 
Manchuria, who like the Chinese 
thoughout China resort to them 
now only in desperation, 


Yer tae Treaties Stitn Live. 


It must be repeated that the 
Russians in Manchuria are not 
enemy ahens. The Russian treaties 
are still alive and technically in 
force and in theory Russian extra- 
territoriality is not even suspend- 
ed. Chinese officials are simply 
functioning for Russian officials. 
The Russian situation in Manchuria 
is under the eyes of all other for- 
eign diplomatic and consular offi- 
cials in China, and yet with things 
as they are in Manchuria there is. 
an element in the younger man- 
darinate which has the audacity to 
agitate for the general abolition of 
extraterritoriality and the sur- 
render of-jurisdiction over all for- 
eign persons and investments in 
China to the Chinese. Their posi- 
tion. would be absurd beyond all 
need for comment if there were not 
persons and influences at work in 
the Treaty Port populations sup- 
porting the Chinese propagandists 
in the fatuous hope of commercial 
expansion under Chinese law. If 
these persons have any reasons to 
believe that when they have aban- 
doned all claim to extraterritorial 
privileges they will be any more 
considerately dealt with than the 
Russians who are still nominally 
under treaty protection, these rea- 
sons should be communicated to the 
general public for its enlighten- 
ment, ‘ 








Hsv Yuan, Commissioner for 
Foreign Affairs, was elected, by 
popular vote, ‘chairman of’ the 


Shanghai and Woosung Rice Main- 
tenance Association, Should he 
accept, a reception will be given in 
his honour at the Yih Ping Shang 
Hotel shortly. It was proposed to 
write the Tuchuns of Chékiang and 
Kiengsu and the Military Govern- 
or of Shanghai, requesting them to 
direct their subordinates to be very 
strict in the search fot smuggled 
tice. It was proposed also that, as 
the Shanghai Municipal Council 
has issued licences for rice shops, 
godowns storing rice should also. be 
licensed so that the amount of rice 
stored can easily be ascertained. 
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WHAT THE COOLIE SINGS 





Homely Jingles with a Touch 
of Rare Beauty 


Cuuxese Cootre Sones: Taken 
down from the lips of Chinese 
coolies with the B.E.F. in France 


and translated by A. Nevillo J. 
Whymant, late Lieutenant of the 
Chinese. Labour Corps, 1919. Re- 
printed in pamphlet form from the 
Bulletin of the School of Oriental 
Studies (London Institution) Uni- 
versity of London: Dec., 1920. 

A ‘trait common to coolies 
throughout the East, which has 
fallen in to desuetude amongst all 
“advanced” European labourers, 
with the exception of the few rem- 
aining sailors who eschew ‘steam’? 
—and withal a delightful trait—is 
that of alleviating the daily round 
with rhythmic, if doggerel, refrains 
pleasing to the ear of the stranger 
who knows not their language and, 
in consequence, doubly pleasing to 
the singers themselves. Until hav- 
ing read the above pamphlet, one 
had been apt to think -that the In- 
dian coolie was most prone amongst 
Eastern peoples to ease his 
with an illimitable sequence of 
traditional songs or jingles com- 
parable to our nusery rhymes— 
always allegorical, sometimes philo- 
sophical. It appears, however, 
that his Chinese brother is as pro- 
lific in the spontancous expression 
of his feclings, and perhaps in a 
more poetic and less crude manner. 


Tas Lirrie Town. 
Tho fact that Lieutenant Why- 
mant’s delightful translations were 


inspired by listening to the croon- 
of coolies exiled in Franco— 


ing 
under shell fire, why, they could 
scarcely understand—lends addi- 





tional charm to the collection. 
Songs of home, and especially tradi- 
tional ones, come homo more vividly 
to the minds of thoso in exile. Tha 
British, as a colonizing race, know 
that full well; and perhaps had not 
Lieut. Whymant been attracted by 
the song of a coolie under these 
exceptional circumstances we might 
have lost his valuable contribution 


to the literature of traditional 
dialects. Of the incident in ques- 
tion he says:— 


‘There is never any room for doubt 
when a coolie is singing. He seems de- 
termined that everybody within a pretty 
wido radius shall be made aware of it, 
and in spite of tho fact that he thinks 
it an improvement to slur and mispro- 
nounce the words of the song, I had 
managed to catch the general meaning: 
of several of theso weird compositions. 
In the present instance, I had heard tho 
name of an insignificant little town not 
a great distance from the city of Pe- 
king, and remembered that I had heard 
tha place mentioned before. A moment’s 
reflexion brought the circumstances to my 
mind, and an impulse prompted me to 
question the coolie, 

On my call he camo, somewhat uncer- 
tain as to the possibility of an extra. 
fatigue, My first question, however, 
dispelled any fears he might have enter 
tained. 

“Tell me what you were singing”—I 
wanted to hear the words without their 
murderous accompaniment—and why do 
you sing Gf a little village no one 
knows? ? z 

Ho began again to, sing. 


Aprit 23, 1921. 


—__ 


_ No, no, tell me in plain words. It 
is not so hard to understand as when 
you sing it.” 

“But, Darin (officer), I cannot say it, 
I’ve always sung it,” was his reply, and 
doubtless to him the whole was a com- 
pound indivisible. 

“Very well, sing it slowly,” I com- 
promised, and as he sang I translated to 
myself his verse. 

By a stream and a hill is a little town 

With narrow streets and small houses, 

There are not many shops but I have 


bought cakes, 
one can buy wine at the New 
Year. 

By a stream anda hill I have a 
brother. 


This little town is my home, 

Wxey His Suip Comes Home. 

In reply to my questions about the 
town, he said that he knew it was small 
and not to be mentioned with other 
towns, but he had received a letter 
from his brother, and he was thinking 
of-his home when he began to sing. His 
language was the uneducated  coolie 
patois of the village, but his thoughts 
and feelings were those of a Mandarm 
as he spoke of his family and_ his 
aspirations when he should be at home 
again with money in his et. He told 
me of tho songs all coolies sing as they 
play in the gutters as children—some 
of them mere jingles, others songs of 
pride, ang there were also songs so old 
‘that even their authors had “been long 
forgotten, but still they were sung. 
Here was a contrast any litterateur 
might have sought vainly over a long 
period of time. In the ‘vast. literature 
of China aro books more metaphysical 
than Greek or Egyptian philosophers 
ever produced, poetry worthy to rank 
with any the West hag conceived, scien’ 
fic treatises as correct as our University 
manuals, novels, too, inspired by the 
game thoughts and situations as are 
those of our foremost novelists. But, 
undiscovered, there lay to hand a branch 
of Oriental thought which was as fuli 
of promiso as any of those enumerated 
above. Hencefoyth I would listen to the 
coolies as they sang. 

Songs which would seem trivial, 
ill-sung and even annoying becomo 
under certain circumstances appeal- 
ing. When Sir John Falstaff’s nose 
became ‘as sharp as a pen” did 
not ‘“‘a babble of green fields?’ And 
Billy Bones in his dying moments 
discarded the ‘Dead Man’s Chest’? 
for a country love song of his 
youth. 


Works or tHe Devin. 


The coolie ballads handed down 
from mother to son have much more 
intrinsic beauty, however, for their 
charm is in their simplicity. The 
language of the coolie is a form of 
mandarin so distorted that it has 
degenerated to a great extent into 
argot. The rhymes as sung in many, 
instances could not be written in 
Chinese character. As a compari- 
s0n one can quote our nursery 
rhymes or Indian nursery jingles 
which contain many nonsense words 
inserted for the purpose of rhym- 
ing ‘only. 

A typical instance of how the 
coolie credits modern inventions to 
the devil and what he must have 
thought of scientific slaughter is 
epitomized as follows:— 

“These strange things which barbar- 

ians have, 

Have devil-bellies which make tiem go. 

But we are a happier people, 

Who do not ally ourselves with the 

devil.” > 
Tue ArsTHETIC LapouRER. 

The innately poetic instinct of 

the Chinese coolie can be seen in 
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the appended lines, the first snatch 
being descriptive of cherry-blossom 
Can one imagine the British work- 
man evolving or deigning to utter 
them ? 
“The garment and the flesh of the 
winter world 
Ave torn, and here and there amid Te 
‘opened wounds 
The blood comes bursting through.” 
a 
“I went to see the blossoms to-day, 
And I rowed on the Lotus Lake; 
But now I am tired and would go te 


sleep, 
| So much’ beauty has made my eyes 
ache.” 


we - 
“The wild duck scatter, afraid. 
If I only could fly as my thoughts fly 
I would have a rich supper to-night !*? 
More amusingly materialistic to 
those who have never lacked a meal 
are the following. ; They have, 
however, a more serious import to 
the coolie 
“What is it in the big shops? 
Soy and pickles, oil and seeds 
Are too cheap for these big places. 
Do they sell the mandarins there?” 








oe 
“Rice and pork—beans and plums, 
My birthday, and an extra bowl of 


rice j 

Little gifts and crackers and—wine to 
drink ! 

I would have a birthday every moon!” 


Tue Morninc AFTER. 


| Many other interesting excerpts 
could be given from this diverting 
collection did space permit, but 
one can only add the lines of a 
moralist from experience, a Chin- 
ese Ecclesiastes in fact :— 

“Last night I drank good wine, 

And when I slept I wrote great poems. 

I had gald in my hand; 

I held @ post at the Capital City, 

‘And people bowed as they passed’ by. 

The moon was bright as my boat 

floated along, 
Sweet music in my ear; 
Flowers and sweet maidens surrounded 


me. 
But this morning I could not eat my 
rice !”” 


And a charming lullaby :— 


“Sleep, baby, sleep, baby! 
Hush of breezes, softly swaying 
bamhoos ; 


Stars are winking smiles to baby, 
Sleep while mother sings; 
Shut-chiao, shui-chiao,* 

Softly comes the night upon thea.” 
: *Pekingkese for sleep. 


been civilized to consider -money 
the only aim in life. 


“THe Prince of Wales’ Book,” a 
pictorial record of the voyages of 
H. M. 8. Renown, 1919-1920, will 
shortly be published by Messrs. 
Hodder & Stoughton, Warwick 
Square, London, E.C., at 7s. 6d., 
on behalf of St. Dunstan’s Home 
for Blinded Sailors and Soldiers. 
The book will contain a facsimile 
of the following message from the 
Prince: “I hope that all who can 
will buy this book of photographs 
and will thus help me to secure the 
largest possible assistance for our 
sailors and soldiers who were blind- 
ed in the war.” 








THE COAL STRIKE AND 
ITS CAUSES 





Sankey Report and Its Showing: 
The Old Systems Condemned: 
Wages and Profits 





(Contributed). 


The news which Reuter’s Service 
sends over the cables to the Far 
East on the grave events which 
‘are now in the making in Great 
Britain hardly enable the casual 
newspaper. reader to form a 
balanced judgement on the merits 
or demerits of the cause at issue. 

A well known English author, 
commenting in an American paper 
on the industrial events of March, 
1919, hag alluded to it as one of 
the most remarkable months in 
English history. 

Certainly, if would not have 
seemed possible in normal times 
that a Commission could be set 
‘up with the extraordinary powers, 
wide scope, and unique personnel 
of the Coal Industry Commission 
appointed in that month, or that 
the big vested interests would have 
tolerated such an inquisition into 
the private ownership of capital. © 

The Commission was made up as 


follows:— 
Mr. Justico Sankey (in tha chair). 





Employers Side:—Government. _no- 
minees:—Mr. Arthur Balfour, Sir 
‘Arthur Duckham, Sir Thomas Royden. 








Coal -Owness Representatives : — Mr. 
Evan Williams, Mr. B. W. Cooper, Mr. 
J.T, Forgie. 

Labour Side:—Appointed by Miners’ 
Federation:—Mr. Robert Smillie, Mr. 


Herbert. Smith, Mr. Frank ‘Hodges, Sir 
Leo Chiozza Money. 

‘Agreed upon’ _ between, 
and Miners Federation 
Tawney, Mr, Sidney Webb. 

Three reports were presented, 
first, the majority Report signed 
by the Six Miners’ representatives ; 
second, a report signed by the 
Chairman and three other members; 
third, a report signed by the three 
coalowners. 


Some Ornver System Necessary. 


The Sankey Report signed by 
Mr. Justice Sankey (Chairman), 
Mr. Arthur Balfour, Sir Arthur 
Duckham, and Sir Thomas Royden, 








iovernment: 
» L. H. 


Bard, amongst other things, 
recommended as follows :— 

“Even upon the evidence already 
given, the present system of ownership 
and working in the coal industry stands 
condemned, and some other — system 
must be. substituted for it, either 


nationalization or a method of unifica- 
tion by national purchase and/or by 
joint control.” 

“We aro prepared, however, to report 
now that it is in the interests of the 
country that the colliery worker shall 
in the future have an effective voice 
in the direction of the mine. For a. 
generation the colliery worker has beon 
educated socially and technically. The 
result is a great national asset. Why 
not uso it?” a 

On March 20, 1919, these three 
Reports were presented to Par- 
liament. The same evening Mr, 
Bonar Law announced that the 
Government had. adopted the 
Sankey Report “in spirit and io 
letter.” Unfortunately he also 





saw fit to say that if a strike took 
place “the Government would use 
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all the resources of the State 
without hesitating,” a threat 
which was, not unnaturally, at 
once resented by the Labour Mem- 
bers. 


Coan Muves’ Domespay Boor. 


Two years ago, after their report 
was issued, Mr. Robert Smillie and 
Mr. Frank Hodges, who led the 
miners then and are leading them 
to-day, wrote as follows:— 

The Coal Industry Commission has 
completed tho first chapter of the 
Domesday Book of the Boal Mining 
Industry of Great Britain. There “re 
other chapters to be written. As the 
first was in the process of being pro- 
duced, the public mind was aroused and 
excited as rarely before on grave 
economia problems. 

‘The Press from day to day gave much 
publicity to the work of the Commis. 
sion, and often this publicity resolved 
itself into sheer sensationalism, for the 
evidence submitted was frequently of a 
sensational character. Whilst this form 
of public excitement was at its height, 
it was felt that some permanent record 
should be produced which would _ set 
for the facts of the case, and which 
might be a great source of help and 
inspiration to the working classes after 
the first symptoms of public interest 
had passed away. It was felt that™ in 
this case, as in the case of a great ex. 
plosion in a coal mine, public sympathy 
would soon be diverted from the chan- 
nels of esteem for the coal miners, their 
work, their important function in the 
State, and the social conditions under 
which they live. That tho public would 
soon complacenfly forget that there were 
such beings as coal miners until either 
by another awful explosion or by the 
threat of a national strike the fact was 
brought harshly home. 
nd, to-day, two years almost to 
a day since the above was writ 
ten, a second chapter in the 
Domesday Book of the Coal Mining 
Industry is being compiled. 





Some Wace Fievres Exprarnen. 


One of Reuter’s telegrams rofers 
to an appeal by certain Welsh coal 
workers direct to the Prince of 
Wales, Pointing out that their 
wages range from 64/3 to 64/9 for 
a 6-day week. Owing to danger, 
they are only able to work on the 
average for five days, and for the 
last: few months have only been 
able to work for two or three days 
per week owing to the slump in 
in_trade. 

Now what does this mean in 
actual figures? The average week- 
ly wage of 64/3 to 64-9 is 55/6 for 


.2 6-day week. Owing to danger, 


they are only able to work on an 
average for five days per week, 
which means that their avorage 
weekly earnings amount to 46/3 
per week. But, for the last few 
months, they say, owing to the 
slump in trade they have only 
been able to work two or three 
days. Therefore, if they worked 
three days their average weekly 
earnings amount to 27/9, and if 
for only two days their weekly 
earnings amoynt to 18/6. 

Tt can readtly be understood, 
therefore, that’ any proposal fur- 
ther to cut down those figures, 
however reasonable if may seem 
om academic grounds, is likely to 
meet with vigorous opposition 
from the men~concerned. 


Owners’ Prorits. 
During tho proceedings of the 


- Coal Commission, which was pre- 


-|viser to the 


sided over by Mr. Justice Sankey, 


Labour and Employers’ side res- 
pectively, some very astounding 
evidence was given. The first wit- 
ness called was the Financial Ad- 
Coal“ Controller. The 
revelations disclosed by him of the 
profiteering in coal during the war 
caused an immediate revulsion of 
public feeling in favour of the 
miners and against the coal 
owners. 

By the evidence of the witnesses 
who followed, it became clear that 
the private ownership and  distri- 
bution of coal not merely. 
meant swollen profits wrung out 
of the low wages paid to the miner 
and high prices paid by the public, 
but-had also seriously hampered 
the national effort during the war 
by its inefficiency and  wasteful- 
ness. 

Some idea of what this amount- 
ed to will be gathered from _the 
following figures :— 


i Miners’ Waces. 
Pre-war 1913 £82 per annum 
September 1918 £160, 4, 
Coan Prices, 
(Pithead) per ton. 

Pre-war average 1909-1913 8s. 9d. 
September 1918 As, 10d. 
Owners’ Prortrs, 

Per ton. 

Pre-war average 1909-1913 Os. 14d 
September 1918 3s. 61d. 

orked into percentages in 
reund “figures the following is 
shown :— 
INCREASE. 
por, cent. 
Miners’ Wages 106 
Coal Prices (Pithead) 184 
Owners’ Profits (per ton) 270 


As the actual cost of living had 
increased by much more than 106 
per cent. the miner was no better 
off through the increase of war 
wages, and could not be said to 
have profited at the expense of his 
fellow countrymen. 

But can as much be said for the 
owner? Owing to the war he had 
taken advantage of the country’s 
need to increase his profits by 270 
per cent. 

The owners’ champion is the 
Duke of Northumberland, and the 
miners’ leader is Mr. Robert 
Smillie. When Mr. Smillie, sit- 
ting at a table in a room at the 
House of Lords, puts up these 
figures to the Duke of Northumber- 
land, can it be wondered at that 
the Duke is exceedingly annoyed? 

At this distance and 
pendent on telegrams we are un- 
able to form a yery clear idea 
of the real merits of the issue 
at stake until fuller news arrives. 








Mr. C. U. Lee, a Chinese doctor, 
is to be included’ in an expedition 
led by Professor R. T. Leiper, of 
the London School of Tropical 
Medicine, with the object of 
identifying in British Guiana and 
[the West Indies the particular 
mosquitoes that carry the worm 
thought to be the cause cf 
elephantiasis. It is the first time 





a Chinese doctor has been included 
in a British medical research ex- 


pedition. 
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Money and Exchange 


Shanghai, April 22. 
Sovereigns, Bank’s buying rate 
@ 3/3=Tls. 6.15 @ 72.8=$8.45 
Gold Dollars, Bank’s buying rate 
@ 69=Tls. 1.45 @ 72.8=$1.99 
Mex. Dollars, market rate 72.55 
Native Interest Ot 








Copper Cash 206,000 
Bar Silver say 
Bank rate of discount, 7% 
Proportion reserve to liabilities 1294 
Paris on London Frs. 53.96. 


New York on London 


G.$3.93% 





OPZNING AND CLOSING BANK RATES. 





On Lonpon— T Taek 
Tel. transfer 3/3 
Demand 3/38 
Credit 4 m/s. 3/6 
Credit 6 m/s. aye 
Docy.-Bills, 4 m/s. 3/ 

On New Yorx— 

Tel. transfer 64 
Docy. Bills, 4 m/s. vat 

In Paris— 

Demand 873 
Docy. Bills, 4 m/s. 970° 

Ow Inpia— 

Demand 248 

On Honcxoxo— 

Demand 76 

On Yoxowama— . 

Demand 15k 

On Batavia— 

Demand 190- 

Js_ Sincarors— 

Demand ats 
CUSTOMS EXCHANGE RATE FOR 
APRIL. 
dk. Tl. 5.78 @ 3/13 £1 
oy _1 @ 883 Francs 9.83 
1.48 @ 603 Gold $1 
» 1@%9 Yen 1.41 
1 @ 8854 Rupees 2.62 
» 1@ 1.50 Mex. $1.50 
+ 1 @ 14.85 Italian Lire 16.54 





Sino-Italian Bank Quotations. 
Selling Rates, April 22. 


It. Lire -3.40 Td 
Swiss Fre, 3.65 Tl 1 
Marks 44.00 * TT. 1: 
It. Lire 10.05 ¥.1 
Quotations, April 21. 
Tt. Lire 8215 "Set. 
It. Lire 20.90 $1 US. 
Tt, Lire 152.90 Frs. 100 
(France). 





Week’s Exchange Notes 
Apr. 23. 
At the close of business on Thurs- 
day the stock of silver in Shanghai: 
was Tls. 41,697,0C0 and $38,300,000. 
These figures include Tls. 6,960,- 
000. and $20,020,000 in Chinese 
banks, in which there were 77 bars... 
Bar Silver 
Arrivals = : 
232 bars from America. 
Shipments :— 











301 bars to Hongkong. 
Sycee. Shipments were :— 
Ts. 250,000 to Hongkong. 
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Dollars. Arrivals were :— 
$300,000 from Hankow. 
100,000 ,, Ningpo. 
50,000 ,, Soochow. 


$450,000 


\ Shipments were :— 
$350,000 to Amoy. 
200,000 ,, Hongkong. 


$550,000 


Sinver. 


The London price has gained gd. 
already and 3d. forward during the 
week, the quotation on 21st instant 
being 343d. spot and 343d. forward. 
From advices generally it would 
appear as if India has not much 
use for the metal at the present or 
higher levels. Chinese speculators 
also are for the moment inactive 
and with a set-back rather than an 


advance in the export trade, the 
general view taken is not for 
strength.’ New York advices give 
the price there as 60} cents, as 


against 59% on the 14th instant, the 
New York/London cross rate being 
393. 


ExcHaNep. 


Rates have remained steady dur- 
ing the week. With the advance in 
London silver on 18th instant to 
35g ready and 34§ forward, the 
quoted rate advanced to present 
level, T.T. 3/3d., but speculators 
have been bull operators, generally 
offering to sell 13d. to 1fd. over 

uotations, till 21st instant, when 
the market weakened consider- 
ably, a tendency which has 
continued up to closing on 22nd 
instant. Stocks of silver in the 
United States are reported to be 
large and accumulating; it also 
appears that India is not any longer 
a buyer at current levels of silver. 


These circumstances, combined with; 


the present depressed state of ex- 
port trade in China, are taken as 
indications of lower exchange. 





Silver Production 
London, April 21. 

Messrs. Samuel Montagu & Co. 
report the undertone of the silver 
market as irresolute. This firm 
believes, from reliable information, 
that it would be unwise to consider 
that the Mexican production of 
silver is really on the down grade, 
notwithstanding the fact that 
certain mines have been shut down. 

Messrs. Mocatta & Goldsmid 
hear that large stocks have ac- 
cumulated at San Francisco. The 
smaller sales from the Continent 
are due to the Allies’ recent action 
in connexion with the enforcement 
of German reparations, which has 
caused difficulty in passing bullion 
through the Customs.—Reuter. 





Currency Matters 


On general currency questions 
the report issued by Messrs. 
Samuel Montagu & Co. on March 3 
states — 

It is reported that the French 
Mint did not strike a single piece of 
gold last yéar, but 3,000,000 two 
franc, nearly 20,000,000 one france, 
and 8,500,000 50 centime pieces were 
issued, and considerably over 100,- 
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000,000 nickel and bronze coins were 
struck. . 

Some of the American states still 
seem to mint a certain amount of 
silver. The Colombian Government 
has been authorized to have three 
million dollars in silver money and 
one million dollars in nickel money 
coined and placed in circulation. 
If the variety and quality of the 
silver coins be identical with those 
minted in 1918. the amount of silver 
required would amount to about 
2,170,000 fine ounces. 





A YEAR’S FALL IN SILVER 





“The Abandoned Baby” 


In their silver report of February 
24 Messrs. Samuel Montagu & Co 
state :— 

The fact, foreshadowed in many 
of our previous letters has now 
become patent, namely, that the 
world value of silver has been fall- 
ing by its own weight. A Pittman 
Act and a body of Chinese specula- 
tion could exert only an ephemeral 
effect, when exports from the Far 
East had almost ceased to obtain. 

Now that the Continent has re- 
frained from acquiring silver, Indix| 
alone remain’ the quarter to which} 
we can look with any degree of re- 
liance as a possible absorber. This! 
ultimate resdurce has now failed to 
afford substantial support, owing 
to the action of American Banks 
(who had attached apparently un- 
due importance to the influence of 
the (Pittman Act) having inundated 
the Bazaars with supplies to such 
a degree as to undermine their con- 
fidence. The continued fall of the 
rupee naturally discourages 
optimistic views as to the future of 
silver. 

So heavy a reduction in the price 
from 893d. to 32d. (or 64 per cent. 
in little more than a year) would, 
in normal circumstances, suggest 
that the quotation to-day should oe 
considered cheap. It might be so 
regarded if silver were wanted, but 
just now it is not unlike a bapy 
abandoned upon a deorstep. Still, 
we must not lose sight of the’ an- 
cient affection possessed by Ind 
for this metal. A return toward 
its pre-war value ought to stimulate 
exports of gold (of which that 
country possesses very large ac- 
cumulations) in exchange for silver, 
so appreciated by its vast popula- 
tion. So far as China is concerned 
visible and invisible stocks are 
more than ample for actual needs. 

If India parts with gold in large 
quantities, the effect upon sterling 
exchange with the United States 
will be favourable, and conduce 
toward a return to an_ effective 
gold standard in the United King- 
dom, but it will also have the result 
of (still further depressing the 
London value of silver, more or less 
dependent upon supplies from the 
U.S. market. 

The price to-day is the lowest 
since August 31, 1916. There was 
then no quotation for forward 
delivery. 

Tue Mexican InpustTRY. 


In view of the depressing reports 
received from time to time as to 
the contraction of the Mexican 
silver output owing to the falling 











rates, the following extract from 
“The Times” Trade Supplement 
dated 19th instant is of interest :— 
“Notwithstanding the drop in silver 
mining industry appears to be 
recovering. With the lower tax on 
the export of the bullion, combined 
with the probable drop in the cost 
of supplies as well as labour, it is 
hoped that it will soon regain its 
former importance. Though the 
exploitation of oil is the outstanding 
factor at present, it must not be 
overlooked that silver mining is the 
real backbone of the country, 
employing vast numbers of miners 
and other labourers who depend. 
upon the working of the mines. 
This industry extends. to almost 
every State aifd upon its success 
the permanent prosperity of the 
country depends. The advance int 
price of the white metal has 
enabled most of the larger com- 
panies to continue to work, and 
‘ith an improvement in the 
transport facilities of the Repubtio 
it is expected that smelters will 
reopen shortly. The mineral pro- 
duction of Mexico during the year 
1920 was as follows :— 


Kilos. 
Gold 23,370 
Silver 1,979,970" 
Copper 1 46,056,900 
Lead 121,434,060 
Antimony 1,572,376 
Zino 14}363,050 


“Approximately 64,000,000 fine ‘ounces. 


GOLD OUTPUT 





Possible Closing of Mines 


Messrs. Samuel Montagu & Ca,’s 
gold report for February 24 states 
with reference to gold :— 

The Bank of England gold reserve ° 
against its note issue is £126,510,485, 
as compared with £126,509,775 last 
week. 

The fair amount of gold that came 
into the market this week was 
taken for the United States. 


It is reported from New York 
that gold consignments of $2,200,- 
000, $1,750,000 and $525,000 have 
been recdived in that city from 
London, Paris and Buenos Aires 
respectively. ; 

It has been stated with regard 
to South African gold mines that :— 


Number of mines 
which will close Unemylcyment. 


When gold ‘ 
drops to— 
100s. 16 5,800 Europeans 
8s. 28 «12000, 
85s. (normal) 31 —-'14,000_—, and dis- 


aster to one-quarter 
or one-half of the 
industry” 

The gold output for the U.S.A. 
during 1920 is estimated at 2,395,- 
017 fine ounces, valued at $49,509,- 
400. This is less than half that of 
the record year 1915 when the pro- 
duction was 4,867,604 fine ounces 
valued at $101,035,700. The de- 
crease during the short period of 
five. years amounts therefore 10 
2,472,587 fine ounces or $51,526,300. 


Sourern Ruopesian Mines. 


Messrs. Montagu’s report of 
March 3 adds :— 

The Banl of~* England gold 
reserve against its note issue is 
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practically unchanged—£126,511,-! 
035 as compared with £126,510,485 
@ week ago. 

The fair amount of gold that was: 
‘on offer this week was taken for} 
New York. 

It is reported from New York 
that gold to the value of $6,100,- 
000 has been received there from’ 
London. 

The Southern Rhodesian gold} 
output for January, 1921, amounted 
to 46,956 ounces, as compared with 
46,190 ounces for December, 1920, 
and 43,428 ounces for January, 1920. 








THE SHANGHAI MARKETS 
Apr. 23, 
Pisce Goons. 

In spite of the recurrence of 
serious trouble in the north, the 
piece goods market is brighter this 
week than it has been for a con- 
siderable time. In ordinary ci 
cumstances the report of a political 
coup, or whatever it may be, in 
onan would have had a depress- 
ing effecf on the auctions, but the 
fact that this has not been the case 
not improbably means that some 
event of the kind has been in the 
calculations of the merchants for 
many months and they are accord- 
ingly able to face it with 
‘equanimity. It is likewise inter- 
esting to note that Szechuan is pur- 
chasing both picce goods and 
yarn, this notwithstanding the 
gauntict of pirates and brigands 
which tho cargo will have to run 
before reaching its destination. A 
report in the ‘‘North-China Daily 
Nows” this week gave a vivid 
description of the perils abroad in 
the country, and such a state of 
chronic piracy must curtail trade 











to an enormous extent. 
The trend of events at the 
auctions during the past_ three 


weeks has created a very optimistic 
atmosphere, and the fecling is 
current that tho improvement is at 
length genuine, and not a mere 
flash in the pan as has so often 
proved the case in the past. 
Naturally it is too early. to state 
& definite opinion, but it ought to 
bo put on record that the sentimeat 
of the market has undergone an 
‘appreciable change. For one thing 
the auctions have been livelier, and 
tho demand is more general. Atten- 





off more rapidly. This is by no 
means confined to purchases made 
at auction, but undoubtedly private 
cargo is being placed in consump- 
tion. A certain amount of this 
must inevitably be in the nature 
of forced sales, while it has also 
to be recognized that owing to 
pressure from the native banks 
Chinese dealers are compelled to 
liquidate some of their stocks at 
practically sacrifice prices. All this 
tends to keep prices low, but none 
the less the tone has shown such a. 
decided improvement that merchants 
are looking forward to a thoroughly 
healthy market in Whites in the 
autumn. 

As regards Greys, an improve- 
ment on the average has also to bo 
recorded, but this is due to the 
better prices given for the higher 
qualitil As has been pointed out 
already, Manchester at its present 
rate is unable to compete with 
Japanese and local manufactures, 
but in the meantime rather higher 
auotations are being offered for 
Japanese goods, although this 
market is also very stagnant. 

One feature of the auctions this 
week deserves mention, namely, 
competition between speculators 
and dealers for goods.. The idea 
seems to have been that the coal 
strike may result in a shortage of 
manufactures at Home, with a 
consequent rise in prices, and 
accondingly there was a good deal 
of eagerness towards the close of 
the week to make purchases at 
present rates. 

A few orders, principally for 
old chops, have within the past few 
days been placed in Manchester, 
but it is more than doubtful whether 
it can be described as genuine 
business. Probably the orders have 
come from firms who aro anxious 
to keep their chops on the market, 
and that such business can show a 
profit is extremely problematical. 
{It is learned, however, that Chin- 





ese have been making a few 
inquiries for new cargo, but 
their price ideas are much 


below Home values, and in the 
present critical condition of things 
fresh business is discouraged in 
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having bought about 10,000 or 12,000 
piculs of Tungchow. Stocks of this 
are rather low, and the price ac- 
cordingly rose to Ts. 23.75, closing 
rather higher. Other mills have 
taken small quantities of Shanghai 
and Shensi. Closing rates:— 
Tungchow » 23 
Shanghai 
Nanzu 
Shensi I 
Shensi II ” 


Yarn—During the week yarn has 
been very strong, and there has 
been a rise of about Tls. 3. For spot 
cargo and near delivery the quota- 
tions are still higher, as there is 
a great scarcity of supplies. Clear- 
ances continue brisk, and all counts 
are moving. The demand is gen- 
eral, including even from Dr. Sun 
Yat-sen’s republic in the south. 
Business to the extent of about 
7,000 bales is reported to have been 
booked by the mills during the week. 
The market for Indian yarn is also 





reported to be active owing to 
purchase from China, especially 
Hongkong. 


Six. 


The silk market is on the whole 
quieter. For white silk American 
demand is still good, and they are 
willing to pay fairly high prices 
for near delivery. Stocks, how- 
ever, are small. 

A large business is being done for 
America, and also. partly for 
Japan, in tussah filatures, and 
prices have risen to Tls. 530 for the 
best chops. 

Lyons remains dead, while Lon- 
don is under the influence of the 
coal strike. 

In view of the high prices being 
paid by America for silk, it is 
anticipated that now season cocoons 
will open dear. 

Sesamum Seep. 


Local prices for sesamum sedd aro 
weak and the market has consider- 
ably declined, but not enough to 
interest buyers in Europe. ‘There 
are prospects of freight rates com- 
ing down, which may bring prices 
nearer, but even then the chances 
of a ‘resumption of business are 
anything but bright. 





most quarters. 


Corrox anp Yarn. 
Chinese Cotton=-A certain amount 





tion is principally devoted to 
Whites, stocks of which are moving 


of purchasing has taken place dur- 
ing the week, the Chinese mills 


Orner Exports. 

In hides there is nothing doing, 
and the. only other business worth 
mentioning has been a small trans- 
action in egg-yolk. 





The .China -Mutual Life Insurance Co. 


A BRITISH COMPANY 


Ld. 


_ Registered under the Hongkong Ordinances and witli the Board of Trade (England) 5 


With Assets totalling Taels 10,165,190.33. 


AGENCIES THROUGHOUT 


ASIA 


Policies free from all unncessary conditions and restrictions. Reduction of Premiums for Home Residences 


Heap -Orrice: SHANGHAI” are 
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Cotton Conference 
London, April 15. 

A conference of the cotton in- 
qarests of the world is to be held at 

Avernool and Manchester from 
June 13 to June 22, with Lord; 
Emmott presiding. Its purpose is, 
to bring together representatives of} 
all branches of the cotton industry 
of the world except those in enemy 
countries. 

The subjects discussed will in- 
clude: increased production of 
cotton in the British Empire and 
elsewhere, universal standards for 
‘American cotton, the financing of, 
American cotton for European use,} 
and research problems.—Reuier. 





Cotton Looking Up 
London, April 18. 

There are reliable signs of re- 
turning prosperity in the «cotton 
industry. The mills at Greater 
Harwood, near Accrington, which 
are wholly dependent on the Indian 
trade, now havo their préparation 
departments working at full swing. | 
—Reuter. 
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U. S. Exports in March 


Washington, April 18. 
The exports of the United States 
for March were valued at $384,000, 
000, including $700,000 in gold. The 
imports amounted to $250,000,000, 
including $106,000,000 in gold.— 
—Reuter. i 





Coal Output 


The output of the Kailan Mining 
Administration's mines for the week 
ending April 9 and the sales during 
the same period were :— 


tons. 
Output 93,627 
Sales 81,619 


Fu Chung Coal 


The general managers of the Fu 
Chung Corporation advise us_ that 
the sales of their coal (Honan 
anthracite) for the month of March 


{last amounted to 101,218 tons. 








IT COSTS U3 } 





Per Cent. 


1 or more Shanghai 
3 or more Shanghai 





491. 5 Ewo Cottons 


492. 2or more Shanghai 


494. 10 or more Weeks & 
495. 3 or more Shanghai 


50 cts. 
Tis. 2, 
at 50 cts. 


500. Chengs.at Tis. 1. 


5 
25 Lots of 4 Telephones 


Telegraphic Address: 
Flemingtea, Shanghai. 





THE SMALL INVESTORS’ CO. 
8a Peking Road, Shanghai 


WE SELL FOR CASH (Smallest Amount Tls. 100) Plus 
1 Per Cent. Brokerage (Minimum Tls. 2). 


WE BUY FOR CASH (Small-st Amount Tls. 100) Less 
1 Per Cent. Brokerage (Minimum Tls. 2). 


Exchanges. We do No Forward Business. 
SELLING FOR CASH: 
Banks and Insurance Shares. 


Lot at around 
483. 1 or more Hongkong & Shanghai Bank $865, 
484. 5 or more Yangtsze Insurance Shares ... $264 
485. 5 or more Far Eastern Insurance Shares Tis. 23 


Shipping and Docks. 


486. 25 or more New Engineering § per cent. 
Preferences. see ws ee 
10 or more New Engincering Ordinary 


490, 10 or more Oriental Cottons 


i Land Shares. 


493. 2or more Anglo-French Land 


154 
Docks 144 
"Tai is: wet ase 43 
Cottons. . 
153 
os ne 204 
Land Shares... ... Tls. 78 
w Tis. 86 
Stores, etc. 
Co. Shares ae ee $13 
Hotels... ee $75 


Rubbers. 

496. 25 or more Anglo-Javas at 5.70. 
497. 40 or more Almas at 34. Lot 503. Sua Manggis at 
498. 50 or more Anglo Dutch at 2}. Lot 504. Sungalas 
499. Chemors at 30 cts, Lot 505. Tanah Merabsat 55 cts. 
Lot 508. Tebongs at 8}. 

01. Consolidateds at Tis. 13. Lot 507. Ziongbes at 2.70. 

discount to shareholders). 


10 Lots of 10 Culty Dairies at around Tis. 103 (125 per cent. 
7" discount to shareholders}. 


THE SMALL INVESTORS’ COMPANY 





to Buy from Local Stock 


Ts. $$ 








Lot 502. Rapahs at 


at around Tis. 90 (20 per cent. 


DOUGLAS FLEMING, 
Manager. 











LAW REPORTS 





A KIANGSE ROAD LEASE 





Dismissal of an Action for 
Ejectment 


The lease of No. 53 Kiangse Road. 
was the subject of proceedings in 
H. M. Supreme Court last Friday 
before his Honour Judge Skinner 
Turner. 

On behalf of the tenant, Emily 
Moore, application was made by 
Mr. M. Reader Harris for dismissal 
of an action for ejectment, by 
Messrs. Foster McClellan, plaintiffs 
having failed to deliver a state- 
ment of claim. 

Mr. Harris asked for dismissal 
of the action for want of prosecu- 
tion. As far as he knew, the local 
rules contained no provision for 
dismissal of an action in default 
of the filing of pleadings, and he, 
therefore, proceeded under the rules. 
of the Supreme Court at Home. 

Mr. J._B. Davies, appearing for 
Messrs. Foster, McClellan & Co., 
obtained the Court’s permission to 





explain. the facts of the case with - 


a view of showing that plaintiffs 
should not be called upon to pay 
costs. His clients, he -said, pur- 
chased the property without any 
knowledge of an existing lease. 
They wished to pull the building: 
down and build offices on. the site, 
and at once gave the tenant a 
month’s notice to quit. A letter 
was received stating that the ten- 
ant held a written lease on the pre- 
mises, and she refused to vacate the 
house until the expiration of the 
lease. Permission to inspect the 
lease was then requested, and the 
reply to this was that the document. 
was locked up in Mr. Musso’s pri~ 
vate safe, and could not be seen 
until his return to Shanghai. 
Upon Mr. Musso’s return, applica~ 
tion to inspect the lease was again 
made, but Mr. Harris replied that 
his client had the lease but refused 
to allow plaintiffs to see it. In these 
circumstances, there was no other 
course open to plaintiffs but to take 
proceedings for an ejectment order. 
When the matter came before the 
Court an order for pleadings was 
made, and defendant then produc- 
ed the lease. As soon as plaintiffs 
saw it, they were satisfied that the 
document was valid, and, there- 
fore, did not wish to continue the 
action. Counsel submitted that 
from the first his clients were 
entitled to inspect the lease, and 
these proceedings were due entirely 
to the fact of its not being disclos- 
ed. Therefore, he thought they 
should not be made to pay the costs 
of the case. . 

Mr. Reader Harris replied that 
the counterpart of the lease should 
have been in plaintiff's possession. 





| Defendant had done nothing wrong. 


She was not bound to disclose the 
lease until the action was brought. 

Mr. Davies said his clients never 
had a copy of the landlord’s lease. 


| If they had had it, the action would 


not have been brought, They 
thought defendant was tenant from 
month to month. 1 


a His Lordship—My difficulty is, 
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that you saw the lease on March 8. 
Why did yau not discontinue the 
action then? 

Mr. Davies admitted that this 
might have been done a little ear- 
lier, although some time was 
occupied in making certain neces- 
sary inquiries. 

His Lordship ruled that it was 
plaintiff’s duty to discontinue the 
action as soom as they found that 
the lease was a good one. He was 
not aware that there was any com- 
pulsion on defendant to disclose 
the lease to plaintiffs at their re- 
quest. When plaintifis were told 
that there was a lease, they had an 
opportunity of discovering from 
the vendor whether there was a 
lease in existence, and if they had 
any grievance in the matter at all 
it was against the people who sold 
the property without disclosing the 
lease. In these circumstances, de- 
fendant’s application was correct, 
and the action must be dismissed, 
plaintiffs to pay defendant’s costs, 
meluding the costs of that applica- 
tion. # 


COMPANY FLOTATION 
IN SHANGHAI 





Counsel’s Criticism of Local 
Promoters 


The affairs of the Eastern Syn- 
dicate were again before his Hon- 
our Judge Skinner Turner at 
H. M. Supreme Court on Monday. 

The company went into voluntary 
liquidation in November last year, 
and on the application of the Phi- 
lippine National Bank, the liqui- 
dation was continued under the 
supervision of the Court. Yester- 
day’s proceedings were adjourned 
from Chambers with a view to the 
examination of the managing direc- 
tor of the company, Mr. A. P. 
Simoes, in connexion with an affi- 
davit filed by him. 

Mr. H. Lipson Ward appeared 
for the liquidator (Mr. E. Mor- 
timer Reid), and Mr. N. Langley- 
Smith represented the company. 

Mr. A. P. Simoes was examined 
by Mr. Ward, and stated that he 
had been manager of the business 
since January, 1917. The company 
was incorporated in May of last 
year for the express purpose of 
taking over the business and secur- 
ing capital. The business was 
taken over as from March 1, 1920. 
There were two shares subscribed 
for when the company was formed 
and they were allotted with the 
other shares on July 11. On this 
date, 111 shares were allotted as 
fully paid up, but no cash was put. 
in, and nine shares were allotted 
for cash at Tls. 30 each. Thus the 
only further capital they got was 
Tis. 270, and this was spent in the 
ordinary way of business. The 
assets of the company were placed 
at $6,565. They consisted of debts, 
some Sparklis shares, a small 
amount of cash, and consignments. 
An item of $3,031 placed to reserve 
account represented the profits 
made during 1918. 


A Hopeess Positiox. 


Except for the small mount’ of 
eash you say you have, this reserve 





has disappeared?—It was utilized 
in the business. 

Do you mean that you bought 
goods with the money?—No. We 
financed goods. A good deal was 
spent on cables. 

Do you seriously suggest, that you 
spent ‘the money in cables?—No. 
The money was used for the pur- 
pose of securing contracts. 

Witness admitted that pur- 
chases had been made in America 
to the amount of G.$40,000. The 
contracts were not transferred 
from the old company to the new, 
but the dealers concerned were per- 
fectly well aware of the change. 

You yourselves were not able to 
finance these contracts in any 
way?—No. Witness added that the 
only good will of the business was 
in_the contracts. 

You knew on March that, apart 
from the money which the compra- 
dore had guaranteed, if there had 
been any trouble with the contracts, 
the company was in a hopeless 
position ?—Yes. 

You never met any one of the 
bills that you accepted from the 
Phillipine Bank?—Yes, quite a 
number. The compradore was re- 
sponsible if the , Philippine Bank 
required further security on bills 
accepted from them. 


Aw Ittusory Consmerartion. 


Mr. Ward, addressing the Court, 
said the question to be decided was 
whether at the date when the com- 
pany took over the business of the 
old company, the consideration in 
respect of which the shares was 
allotted was illusory, or not. He 
submitted that what really happen- 
ed was, that ever since the company 
was started the syndicate had been 
losing money. They decided to 
form a company to enable them to 
launch out on some heavy business 
and at the same time limit their 
liability. It was not for the pur- 
pose of getting working capital 
and increasing the business. When 
the business was taken over prac- 
tically every penny piece of the 
ital had been lost. No man in 
his senses would have given a penny 
for the business. There was noth- 
ing to be taken over except debts 
and the possibility of a profit being 
made on two small contracts. 

Mr. Langley-Smith addressed his 
Lordship on behalf of the company, 
and the matter was further ad- 
journed. 





CONSIGNMENT OR SALE 
DISPUTE 


Judgement Reserved 


At H. M, Supreme Court on 
Tuesday, before his Honour Judge 
Skinner Turner, the hearing was 
continued of the action brought by 
Hsin Ching to recover £2,800 
sterling from Messrs. Ch. Goldrei 
Foucard & Son. 

This’ amount was claimed as the 
contract purchase price of 70 casks 
of duck albumen, at 4/- per Ib., 
c.if. London, plaintiff alleging that 
there had been a sale outright of 
the goods at Shanghai. The ques- 
tion at issue was whether the goods 
were given to defendants, as they 


C 





claim, to sell on commission, or 
whether they were sold outright to 
defendants at a sterling rate. 

Mr. H. P. Wilkinson appeaxed for 
plaintiff, and Mr. H. Lipson Ward 
for defendants. 

In further _ cross-examination, 
Norman S. Dearden, assistant 
manager of defendant’s Shanghai 
office, stated that a 1 |b., sample 
only was examined, and on_ this 
they wired to London asking them 
to take the cargo on consignment. 
London accepted, and witness 
admitted that the offer of 4/- per 
lb. might have been on behalf of 
his own firm. He had never heard 
of the term “c.i.f.c.”” 

Counsel then addressed his 
Lordship, and judgement was re- 
served. 








RESULT OF TRADE 
DEPRESSION 





= Public Examination of Local 
Merchant—Left in the 
Lurch by Chinese 
Dealers 


Mr. A. E. 8. Thompson, of A. 
E. S. Thompson Co., importers 
and exporters, Kiukiang Road, ap- 
peared for public examination in 
bunkruptcy “at H. . Supreme 
Court on Wednesday, before his 
Honow Judge Skinner Turner. 

Mr. E. L. Hartopp appeared 10 
represent the trustee 
ruptey (Mr. S. A. Seth) and 
various creditors, and Mr. J. H. 
Teesdale appeared on behalf of 
debtor. 

The statement of affairs showed 
liabilities amounting to Ts. 448,- 
698.38, and, assets, ‘Ils. 29,184.30. 
The principal creditors are Messrs. 
James Morrison & Co., of London. 

“In answer to the Official Receiver 
(Mr. A. L. Dickson), debtor stated 
that he attributed his bankruptcy 
to the fact that Chinese dealers who 
had bought goods had left the 
settlement, leaving the goods on his 
hands, and also to the shipment 
of goods to England in 1919 dur- 
ing his absence from Shanghai. 
Another reason was that his San 
Francisco office had turned down 
bills to the extent of about $25,000 
and he had had to take them up. 

When did you first realize that 
you were insolvent?—The position 
looked rather bad in August last. 

T understand that you have sold 
a house, No. 319 Route Ferguson? 
—Yes, to Mr. L. R. Andrews, a 
bill broker. 

For what amount?—Tls. 28,000. 
It was not exactly my own house. 
I was paying off a mortgage to the 
Credit Foncier, of Tls. 17,000, at the 
rate of Tis. 157 per month, for 20 


years. 

You put this sum of Tis. 28,000 
into the business ?—Yes, in February 
of this year. 

A Rea, Hetpmate, 

Your statement of.claim shows a 
counter-claim of Ils. 3,000 by Mrs. 
E. E. Thompson. What does that 
mean?—From the time we were 
married my wife provided the 
furniture and it was through her 
industry, through taking in 
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boarders, that we were able to save 
Tis. 50,000 to put as capital into 
the business. 

You also mention two cars given 
to Mrs. Thompson, one in 1916 and 
another in 1920?—Yes, they were 
given to her before there was any 
question of insolvency. 

You gave them to her outright ?— 
Outright. 

Was there any marriage settle- 
ment?—There was none. fe 

What other substantial gifts or 
settlement have you made during 
the past two years?}-I gave my 
wife $1,000. I think that is the 
only one. 

Since you realized you were in- 

* solvent, or likely to become so, 
have you paid any substantial 
ereditor!—There was about Ts. 
1,500 due to the Foh Shing Mills, 
and I paid them Tls. 1,500 in 
March: nothing else, beyond my 
salary of Ts. 600 for December and 
January. I drew nothing for Feb- 
ruary and March. 

Has your wife any private means? 
She has. 

In answer to Mr. Hartopp, debtor 
stated that there were no 
documents with reference to the 
sale of the house, except the 
mortgage deed which was handed 
over to the buyer, and could be 
obtained. : 

I put it to you that the house 
and land were worth Tis. 45,000? 
—They were not. A valuation was 
made by two firms of architects be- 
fore I sold the property.—Debtor 
added that he had handed over all 
books and papers asked for by the 
trustee. 

At this point Mr. Hartopp 
suggested that he would have to 
ask for an adjournment, but his 
Lordship directed that the examina- 
tion should be proceeded with. 


Nor an Luprorer PayMenr. 

In answer to further questions, 
debtor stated that he did not_con- 
sider the payment to the Foh Shing 
mills an improper one in the 
circumstances. He explained that 
it had been his intention to form a 
limited liability company, in which 
case he would have made the house 
over to the Foh Shing mills against 
the debt. He intended to do this 
because they were the only 
ereditors he had at, the time. 

Mr. Hartopp:—It was part of 
your arrangement with Messrs. 
Morrison that you should _ satisfy 
them that~you had capital to the 
amount of Tls. 50,000?—Yes. 

I suggest that that is why this 
indebtedness to the Foh Shing mills 
wee removed from the firm’s books? 
—No. 


Would you have been able io 
show that amount of capital if you 
had disclosed this debt?—If I had 
put my house in, certainly. 

But without it 1—-It was part of 
my assets. Messrs, Morrison- were 
perfectly well aware of this. It 
was in the correspondence, 

In answer to further questions, 
debtor stated that the name of 
Eldred Thompson was put up at 
hhis offices in February. It was not 
his business. It was carried on 
by Mr. A. W. Thompson, debtgr’s 
uncle. The business was capitaliz- 
ed by his brother, Eldred Thomp- 
son, who had money of his own. 
None of the goods of witness's 





firm were pledged or hypothecated | 
to enable his brother to carry on. 
‘There was no_ partnership. They 
had offices in Rue Montauban, and 
witness received _a salary of Tls. 
400 per month. Witness denied that 
he knew_he was insolvent as far 
back as June last. 
Contract CANCELLATION. 


Did you not cable to Messrs. 
Morrison informing them that the 
situation was most serious, that 
exchange was falling, that dealers 
were running away, and that you 
really did not know that you would 
be able to meet your obligations? 
—Not all of that. I told them 
dealers were getting anxious and 
some of them wished to cancel 
their contracts, and I urged that 
that should be done. If it had 
been done, I do not think I should 
have been in this position to-day. 

Did not Messrs. Morrison’s  re- 
presentative endeavour to get you 
to settle exchange at least £100,000 
in excess of what you had already 
settled ?—He wanted me to gamble 
to the extent of £100,000, and 
would not do it. He urged me to 
do so personally, but not as Messrs. 
Morrison’s representative. He 
would not pledge Messrs. Morrison. 

Questioned with regard to the 
San Francisco business, debtor 
stated that he thought he might be 
able to take’ legal proceedings to 
recover the amount due to him, but 
the people on that side filed an 
affidavit saying that he had mis- 
represented things, that he was not 
a skin expert and knew nothing of 
the business. They filed * this 
affidavit for G. $25,000 in order that 
he could not get back his $24,000. 

Desror’s REMUNERATION. 


Debtor was questioned at length 
with regard to personal and house- 
hold expenditure, and maintained 
that he drew Tls. 600 per month 
out of the business, no more. He 
denied that he had been doing a 
great deal- of entertaining _ lately. 
He was a member of two clubs, 
and could produce his chits. 

Have you a banking account in 
England?—No, There is one in San 
Francisco, with about $5 in it. 

In answer to Mr. Teesdale, debtor 
stated’ that Messrs. Platt, Macleod 
& Wilson acted on his behalf ia 
connexion with the sale of the 
house, and the whole matter was 
shown in the correspondence. The 
Foh Shing mill matter was  ex- 
plained to Messrs. Morrison by 
letter, and to Mr. Birch, their re- 
presentative, personally. 

Further _ questioned by Mr. 
Hartopp:—No arrangement had 
been made by which he would be 
able to regain possession of his 
house. There was no option io 
repurchase. 

The examination was closed, his 
Lordship observing that he saw no 
reason Why it should remain open, 
and the Official Receiver agreeing. 








Tsere Was a strange visitor at 
Hongkew police station last Friday 
morning in the early hours—a dead 
man in a ricsha. His wife re- 
ported that he had been attacked by 


Ijof Frauds and 


U. S. COURT FOR CHINA 


April 14. 
Before His Honour Judge 
C. S. Lopinarer. 
Ellis Ezra y. L. Glemby. 
Judgement in the above action 


was delivered. Mr. F. J. Schubl 
appeared for defendant and 
Mr. §S. Fessenden for plaintiff. 
His Honour said:— 


Defendant demurs to a petition 
alleging 

“That on or about the 24th day of 
August, 1920, at Shanghai, China, the 
plaintiff and defendant entered into a 
verbal contract whereby plaintiff pur- 
chased of defendant, and defendant sold 
to plaintiff, 10,000 pounds sterling to Le 
delivered by ‘defendant to plaintiff in 
the month of December, 1920, at the 
rate of of six.chillings and tivopence, 
for one Shanghai tael (Sh. ‘Tls, 1,00).”” 

The principal ground of the 
demurrer is that the contract 
appears by the averments just 
quoted to be within the Statute 
the demurrant 
invokes that form of tho said 
statute which appears in the Act 
of Congress of June 6,1900, declar- 
ing void - 

“an agreement for the sale of personal 
property at a price not less than $50. . . 
unless the same or some note or me- 
morandum thereof expressing the consi- 
deration be in writing.” ete. 

We are disposed! to agree with 
plaintiff’s counsel that tho form 
of the statute in force here is that 
contained in the later Act of March 
3, 1901, which provides 

“No contract for the sale of any 
goods, wares, and merchandise for the 
price ‘of 50 dollars or upward shall be 
allowed to be good except the buyer 
shall accept part of the goods so sold 
and actually receive the same or give 
something in earnest to bind the bargain 
or in part payment, or that some note 
or memorandum in writing of the stid 
bargain be made and signed by the 
parties to be charged by such a contract 
or their agent thereunto lawfully au- 
thorized.”” 

But we doubt if there is any 
real difference in the meaning of 
the two provisions for the phrase 
“goods, wares and merchandise’ 
is merely the older equivalent, in 
English legal phraseology, of ' the 
more modern term “personal pro- 
perty.”” 

This Court has already held 
that contracts for the sale of shares 
are within the Statute of Frauds 
and there would seem to be even 
more reason for holding that con- 
tracts for delivery of money aro 
within the Statute, for money is 
personal property and such. are 
the decisions in the few cases where 
the question has arisen. 


Plaintiff's counsel cites authorit- 
ies to the effect that-the subject 
matter of the contract must be 
in esse at the time of its formation 
in order that the Statute may 
apply. These were cases of shares 
not yet issued. But in the peti- 
tion before us there is nothing to 
indicate that the money “to be 
delivered by defendant to plaintiff” 
has yet to be issued or coined. 





loafers outside a gambling house 
and died on the way to hospital. 
One member of the gang has been 
arrested. 


Presumably it is money already in 
existence and there is nothing in 
vhe averment which would permit 
us to infer the contrary. That it 


«th 
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is ab present undistinguisheblo| if the money was tied up for an 

from other money seems to us no| indefinite period, it would undoubt-| THE POINT HOTEL 

more objectionable than if the| edly mean a very severe loss to the aos 

subject. was grain actually in|defendants. He thought it would! German and the Sale Contract 


storage but not yet acquired by 
the vendor. Nor can we speculate 
as to whether the parties to the 
contract actually intended that the 
money should be delivered. The 
petition alleges, and the demurrer 
admits, that they so contracted and 


the sole question before us is 
whether such a contract is en- 
forcible. Certainly it would not 


become any more so by showing 
that the parties did not intend to 
comply with its terms. 

Without considering, therefore, 
the other grounds advanced we are 
of the opinion that the petition 
states a contract to which the 
Statute of Frauds applies and the 
demurrer must, accordingly, he 
sustained. 

* April 18. 
Motion ve Adoption. 


Mr. §. Fessenden brought for- 
ward an application by E. OC. 
Freund for permission to adopt a 
minor child and to give it his own 
name. It was explained that the 
child was one year and nine months 
old. Its mother died at Harbin. 
The father was now resident in 
Shanghai and consented to the 
adoption. There was no opposition 
and the course was considered to 
be in the best interests of all par- 
ties. 

Gedale Gerszenowich, aged 63 
years, a Jew, the father of the 
child, said he was well acquainted 
with the petitioner and was satis- 
fied that he could take better care 
of his daughter than witness could 
himself. 

The petitioner said that both he 
and his wife were able and willing 
to look after the child. They had 
a son of their own. Witness was 
in the sausage-casing business and 
had an income of $25,000. 

Charles Stone and F. E. Bechstein 
gave evidence as_to petitioner’s 
character and the Judge said that 
a decree would be promulgated. 


Ring Mow-zu y. Wilkins Bros. 

Mr. H. D. Rodger said that this 
was a motion on behalf of the de- 
fendants for permission to convert 
at the current market rate G. $280,- 
0CO purchased by them under an 
exchange contract on November 18, 
1919, from the American Express 
Company and that the proceeds 
realized be kept on deposit at the 
Express Company pending judge- 
ment in this action. The value of 
the gold dollar had materially ad- 
vanced, but it was a value which 
fluctuated and might be much lower 
when judgement was given, whilst 
the action might not be terminated 
for a considerable time, probably 
running into several years. There 
was an appeal pending over an- 
other matter and that had got to 
be decided before this case could 
proceed. The money was so tied up 
as a consequence that the defend- 
ants could do nothing at all with 
it. The plaintiff had absolutely 
no claim or right to the money, for 
everything showed that the Amer- 
ican Express Company and Wil- 
kins Bros. were the principals and, 





be to the interest of both parties to 
the action to have the exchange 
fixed at the present time. 

Mr. R. £. Bryan, for the plaint- 
iff, said that he did not see how 
the motion could be made without 
causing both parties to speculate 
on exchange. The plaintiff bor- 
rowed money from the Express 
Company and deposited as security 
G.$348,000. To convert now would 
cause a loss to the plaintiff. If 
the defendants wanted to return the 
loan of G.$280,000, then the balance 
might be sold and the proceeds de- 
posited with the Express Company, 
pending the result of the action. 


Judgement was reserved. 


In re Estate of W. H. Brun. 


Mr. H. D. Rodger presented the 
petition of Milly Brun regarding 
the estate of her late husband. He 
left no will, so Mr. F. J. Schuhl 
was appointed administrator and 
now held $4,000, for which the peti- 
tioner applied. 

Mrs. Brun said that the money 
was originally hers. It was her 
share of the estate of an uncle who 
dicd in India and it had been bank- 
ed in the joint names of her hus- 
band and herself. 


Judgement was reserved. 





CARGO BROACHING 





Another Outbreak at Holt’s Wharf 


Sentence of three months’ im- 
prisonment was passed on a steve- 
dore charged at tho Mixed Court 
Monday with stealing cargo from 
the hold of the Blue Funnel str. 
Orestes, lying at Holt’s Wharf. 

Mr. A. E. Seddon, prosecuting on 
behalf of the Ocean Steamship Co., 
said the accused was arrested by a 
watchman on the ship. On his be- 
ing searched two pieces of black 
Italian cloth were found under his 
clothing. Numerous cases of pil- 
fering had taken place within the 
last few weeks, and if the accused 
were found guilty, counsel asked 
that the man should be dealt with 
severely. x 

A coolie was also brought up for 
being concerned with. others in 
breaking into a godown (No. 101 
Broadway) and stealing 135 lb. of 
aniline dye valued at $1,300. 


Detective Sub. Inspector Prosser 
said that the stolen dye belonged to 
the C. S. N. Co. Two iron windows 
of the godown were broken open. 
The defendant was arrested when 
about to leave the port for Kompo. 
He was then in new clothes and 
had $25 in his possession. The 
man had sold most of the stolen 
dye to two other accused, who were 
before the Court on a charge of 
receiving stolen goods. These men 
admitted purchasing 60 Ib. of dye 
from the first defendant, and 
added that thev had sold it to 
someone in the French Concession. 

A remand for one week was 
ordered. 
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As the Mixed Court on Monday, 
a German named Fritz Pasche was 
defendant in an action brought 
against him by the Block Com- 
mercial Co. for refusing to hand 
over title deeds relating to the sala 
of the Point Hotel by him to the 
plaintiff company. 

Mr. F. J. Schuhl appeared for 
plaintiff company and Mr. L. K. 
Kentwell was present on behalf of 
Pasche. 

It was alleged by plaintiffs that 
they had paid to the Belgian 
Fathers Tls. 5,795 to fund a second 
mortgage on the property in the 
sum of Tls. 24,205, which was due 
to bear interest at the rate of 7 
per cent. per annum. A mortgage 
had been prepared in favour of 
defendant, who now refused to hand 
over the deeds, as agreed between 
the parties. 

In answer the defendant stated 
through his counsel that he had 


had no business dealings with 
plaintiff, but that the mortgage was 
transferred to Mrs. Lena Block. 


At no time.did he agree to sell the 
hotel to plaintiff. 

Mr. Solomon, sceretary to the 
Block Commercial Co., said that the 
firm had desired to install a cold 
storage plant in the building, and 
the failure of defendant to comply 
with the terms of the agreement 
had resulted in considerable loss to 
them. 

Cross-examined by Mr. L. K. 
Kentwell, witness said he did not 
know what was the amount of the 
paid up capital of the company, 
adding that it might be $100,000. 
Counsel for plaintiff objected ta 
this question as being irrelevant, 
but Mr. Kentwell insisted that Tt 
was not, and asked witness whether, 
when plaintiffs decided to purchase 
the property they were in a position 
to pay cash. Witness said they 
did not have to do so. 

“Mr. O. Jenienivum, a_ broker 
commissioned by the "Block Com- 
mercial Company, stated that the 
transaction took place last month. 
Witness went to Pasche’s residence 
and asked him if he was willing to 
sell the Point Hotel. He was 
anxious to sell the property, and 
the following day interviewed Mr. 
Block and Mr. Solomon. Witness 
was present at that time. Defend- 
ant asked for $35,000, which Mr. 
Block considered too high a pur- 
chase price. Finally defendant 
came down to $30,000. In the 
afternoon the conditions of sale 
were settled. Defendant distinctly 
said: “I am willing to take $30,000 
for the hotel,” and added: “I my- 
self will tell you frankly that there 
is a mortgage on the property.” 
Tis. 3,000 was the amount of the 
mortgage, which before a salo 
could be effected would have to be 
paid. Mr. Block said he was not 
in the market to buy mortgages but 
real property. It was then agreed 
that Mr. Block would take over 
the mortgage and it was to be re- 
garded as a first payment. Arrange- 
ments were then made to discuss the 
matter with the Belgian Fathers. 
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Originally the mortgage was Ts. 
3,000 but interest amounting to Tis. 
2,795 on it made it altogether 
Tis. 5,795. 

Witness continued: It was made 
perfectly clear that if Mr. Block 
paid the sum of Tis. 5,795 that 
money would be a first payment. on 
the property. Defendant agreed to 
take the rest as mortgage, interest 
on which had not been paid for 
seven or eight years. 

After a long hearing the case was 
adjourned until defendant could be 
called as a witness. 








TEA SHOP TALK IN 
§ SHANGHAI 


Conspiracy Said to be Afoot— 
Bribery Alleged Among 
- Chinese Constables 


“Tt is common tea-shop gossip 
that there is a big conspiracy oa 
foot against the forces of law and 
order in the Settlement. The au- 
thorities are well aware that Chin- 
ese constables are being bribed by 
opium vendors,” said Inspector S. 
C. Young when Tsong Ah-tien, a 
tailor, of No. 943 Miller Road, was 
on Tuesday charged on remand at 
the Mixed Court with delivering a 
bribe of $280 to C.P.C. 1152. 


In giving evidence of arrest, 
C.P.C. 829 said he was accom- 
panied by the constable to whom 


tho bribe was offered and both of 
them took the money from defen- 
dant and afterwards reported to 


Capt. Martin, who said he 
would issue a warrant for the 
arrest of the man. Instructions 


were also given that if seen in the 
streets, he should be taken into 
custody. 

Cross-examined by Mr. F. J. 
Schuhl, defending, witness said he 
did not know why defendant should 
have singled out himself and the 
other policeman to take the bribe. 
Witness admitted that he had never 
seen the man before and that after 
being stationed in the Hongkew 
district for three years had never 
arrested a person engaged in opium 
trafficking. 


Where Ienorance is Buiss. 


Mr. Schuhl—Can you give the 
names of any shops, which carry on 
an illicit trade in opium?—No. 

Mr. Schuhl—You have been re- 
ceiving bribes in Hongkew for 
keeping quiet during the last few 
years. 

Mr. R. -C. Faithfull (for the 
police) cbjected to the accusation, 
but Mr. Schuhl asserted that the 
two police witnesses were on the 
point of being caught accepting 
Fribes, and accordingly fixed the 
blame on an old man. ‘There is tio 
doubt that the men had received 
$280,”’ counsel went on. “but not 
from the defendant. Why did the 
defendant come up to the witness, 
‘as alleged, and offer him a bribe 

280, when the C.P.C. was per- 
unknown to him? Both 








fectly 
the witness and C.P.C. 1152 have 
previously been in trouble.”  Ac- 
cording to the constable the defen- 


dant gave him $250, which sum the 
man asked to be distributed among 
the other C.P.C.’s in the division. 
Inspector Young, questioned by 
Mr. Schuhl, sa that all the 
Chinese uniformed members of the 
Municipal Police had been under 
suspicion at one time. 

Mr. Faithfull denied that the 
two witnesses for the prosecution 
were under suspicion. 





Derenpant’s Story. 


The defendant was next -called, 
and said he had lived in Hongkew 
for 33 years. The two constables 
had never been in his shop, and 
he had certainly never tendered 
them any money. Defendant had 
never traded in opium. 

Detective-Sgt. Conduit stated 
that endeavours were made for a 
whole month to arrest the accused. 

In moving that the case be dis- 
missed, Mr. Schuhl asked why the 
two policeman should pick upon a 
stranger and say he was the man 
from whom they had _ received 
money. There were good reasons 
because both of them had been 
under suspicion for corrupt 
practices. There was a lot bribery 
going on and 200 men were suspects. 
The two witnesses after several 


years in .Hongkew could not 
name anyone, who sold: opium. 
Both had bntered into the 
conspiracy and if they had 


arrested the man who actually gave 
them the money, he would have 
“squealed”? on all of them. Instead 
an innocent man had been accused. 
Both C.P.C.’s were the leaders of 
that conspiracy. 

Eventually the accused was 
bound over, and ordered to sign a 
personal bond to ensure his future 
good behaviour. 








RENT CLAIM FROM THE 
TRENCHES 





Judgement in Case Arising out of 
the Closing of the Palermo 


Judgement was given at the 
Mixed Court on Wednesday, when 
the hearing was resumed of the case 
wherein Mr. C. 8S. Maitland, the 
lessee of premises situated at No. 
1 Jukong Road, claimed from the 
sub-lessee, Mr. M. Goldman, the 
sum of $3.000 in respects of arrears 
in_rent. 

The defendant was adjudged to 
pay one month’s rent ($1,000) and 
the costs of the action. At the re- 
quest of Mr. P. W. Goldring, 
counsel for defendant, execution 
was stayed pending the case being 
taken before H. M. Supreme Court. 

It will be recalled that at the 
previous hearing counsel _ for 
plaintiff, Mr. L. Kentwell, 
pointed out that the premises were 
known as the “Palermo Café.” and 
the agreement entered into by the 
respective parties would have been 
considered under Anglo-American 
law as a contract for immoral pur- 

Ses. 


Mr. Goldring laid stress upon 





the fact that letters which 
passed between the respective 
parties made it clear that if the 
rent was not paid within 16 days 





the defendant would be ejected. On 
February 17 or 18 the plaintiff 
resumed possession. 

Mr. Kentwell said that the de- 
fendant had intimated that he did 
not understand the terms of the 
contract, which was incredible. The 
terms were very clear. Mr. Gold- 
man had two weeks in which to pay 
the rent, due on December 25 last 
year. It was agreed that a deposit 
of $3,000 representing three months’ 


rent should be paid to Mr. Mait-. 


land. It was to be paid before 


any deduction could be made in the~ 


deposit. The contract laid it down 
that failure to pay the rent would 
subject the sub-lessee to forfeiture 
cf the deposit. There was no 
evidence to prove that defendant 
was summarily ejected. Mr. Mait- 
land had always been in possession. 
Because the café could not keep 
open until four and five o’clock in 
thé mornings, the defendant de- 
cided to close it, and it was there- 
fore not profitable to continue the 
lease. 

In giving judgement, the Bench 
held that the contract would in 
any case have been cancelled by the 
action of the Chinese authorities. 
Unless the business could be carried 
on under the old conditions the 
bar could not be open. Therefore 
the agreement terminated on De- 
cember 31, and the plaintiff was 
entitled to one month’s rent. 








Ar the Mixed Court on Monday a 
carpenter belonging to the. Yang- 
tszepoo Dock, who. was working on 
the Blue Funnel str. Orestes, was 
charged with pilfering cargo. 
Evidence was given to the effect 
that the man was seen going over 
the gangway by a watchman, who 
stopped him and, upon searching 
him, discovered two pieces of black 
Italians round his waist.—Three 
months. - - 





AN inquest was held last Friday b; 
Magistrate Yui.and Mr. Jacobs on 
a Chinese girl aged eight years, 
who apparently died through in- 
juries received when knocked down 
by a_carriage and a handcart on 
the Singkeipang Road. , According 
to testimony given by ‘Chief’ In- 
spector Kinipple and a Chinese 
witness, the vehicle came up from 
behind the child, knocking her 
down, but afterwards she got 


up and was knocked down 
a second time by a handcart. 
Inspector Kinipple spoke of 


the pony shying, and the 
carriage then being driven furious- 
ly away. . Inquiries were still be- 
ing made with a view to tracing the 
drivers and owners of the hand- 
cart and carriage respectively. Dr. 
A, W. Tucker, u.p., said that on 
examining the body he was unable 





to find any signs of external in- 


jury, but there weye possibly inter! 
al abdominal injuries. A verdict 
that the child died through being 
run over by cither the carriage or 
the handcart, or both, was return- 
ed. A rider was added to the effect 
that “efforts should be made to find 
the persons unknown” in charge of 
the vehicles, “‘since they fled from 
the scene of the accident.” 
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NOTES BY THE WAY 





The Heel of Achilles 


Interest in the life of the great 
Russian novelist, Dostoievsky, the 
centenary of whose birth falls in 
October of this year, should be 
stimulated by a very. remarkable 
biography recently written by one 
of his daughters. Incidentally, the 
vork appears through the necessity 
of the writer earning a livelihood, 
her entire fortune being in the 
hands of Bolsheviks; and there is 
a,touch of irony in the fact that 
Dostoievsky himself was a great 
exponent of the Russian 
tionary spirit. 

A striking testimony to his im- 
portance in the life of Russia is 
provided in the fact that Dr. 
Masaryk, President of Czecho- 
Slovakia, has already devoted two 
massive volumes to a searching 
analysis of his work, and even 
these are merely the prologue to 
the main treatise which is to deal 
with the personality of Dostoievsky. 

Important as such work may be 
to the historian and critic, it is 
searcely likely to make an appeal 
to the general reader. There is 
something about the moderns in 
Russia which is grim and forbid- 
ding, at any rate to an English 
reader. None of them seem to 
have escaped a vein of deep 
pessimism, and their widest 
sympathies are tinctured 
bitterness. They are never happy 
except amongst the unhappy. One 
reads them always with the un- 
pleasant sensation of being present 
at an operation, of seeing the 
literary scalpel applied with pain- 
ful precision to abnormal growths 











‘in human nature. 


Neitner CHEERFtL Nor Epiryixe. 

One is not surprised to learn, 
then, that the 
Dostoievsky family presented in 
this biography is neither cheerful 


. nor edifying, that it is “not un- 


like one of his novels.” And here) 
arises a point which may well he 
borne in mind by readers of such 
works as those which Dostoievsky, 
and his fellows in Russia and 
elsewhere, have produced. The un- 
critical reader, fascinated by the 
skill of the writer and dominated 
by his genius, may be led to accept 
an artistic creation as a piece of 
reality. But, as we see from the 
present volume, the artist writes, 
finally, nothing but that which is 
drawn from his own character and 
experience. If this be abnormal 
and distorted, so will be the re- 
cord. And when the great Russian 
writer gives us amazing studies in 
dark pessimism and _ fantastic 
psychology he is giving us, not 
“fife” ‘but himself. 


revolu-}- 





picture of the! 


Thus, those who know “Crime 
and Punishment” and “the House; 
of the Dead,” will be prepared 
for the disclosure that ‘‘very 
peculiar” is a mild term to apply 
to members of the Dostoievsky 
family; but one is rather startled 
upon being told that “the whole 
family atmosphere seems to have 
been impregnated with neurasthe- 
nia, drunkenness, avarice, pro- 
digality, mendicancy, and_ other 
symptoms of degeneracy,’’—and 
this from a member of that 
family! And more to the same 
effect which need not be quoted. 

Usnarry GENIvs. 

Again, outside the circle of his 
relations, we are told, Dostoievsky 
was surrounded by people of even 
more bewildering _ peculiarity. 
Unhappy genius! Can anything be 
more obvious than that this nature 
was subdued to what it worked in 
and that, great as his creative 
power and insight unquestionably 
were, even a Dostoievsky may look 
at the world and, figuratively 
speaking, see nothing of it beyond 
his own doorstep. The finished 
work may give the illusion of being) 
an interpretation of life. Danger 
arises when this is accepted as 
truth, when indeed it is only the 
reflexion of a single personality. 

The biography gives many inter- 
esting glimpse of the novelist’s in- 
timate life. Those who know his 
work will find it difficult to im- 
agine him scenting himself with 
eau de Cologne every morning, and 
having his clothes made by the 
best tailor in the town, even when 
he was still a poor man. He was 
most fastidious in the matter of 
dress and immaculate linen. A 
chance spot on his coat woud in- 
capacitate him from work until 
the blemish had been wiped out. 
Every detail in his room had to 
be in precise order before he would 
begin his night’s work—his studies 
were always nocturnal—by the 
light of two candles. On his writ- 
ing desk, papers. books, lefters and 
cigarette box all had their con- 
secrated places, and the least dis- 
placement upset the great man’s 
equanimity. He was rigid in his 
daily routine, a punctilious ob- 
server of the 
extremely superstitious. In all 
the great emergencies of his life, 
it was his habit to open a bible 





from the first passage that met 
his eye. He was, apparently, 
equally impressed with oracular 
announcements by the fortune tell- 
ers whom he frequently consulted ! 





the new exchange of the Chinese 
telephone company will shortly be 
opened. Girl operators, selected 
from various schools and specially 
trained, are to be employed. 





conventions, andi 


at random and take his guidance! 


Tue Chinese press reports that| 


SHORT HISTORY OF AN 
AMERICAN CITIZEN 








Further Pages in the History 
of Edward Bok 


(Continued from last week.) 
By Dr. Arthur Smith, 





ATION 


S124 or Epwans 
II— Scribners, 


1921.— Pp, 


Mr. Bok’s first experiment in 
journalism was with the Brooklyn 
Magazine, developed from earlier 
publications, to which he induced 
Henry Ward Beecher to furnish 
sermons, as well as Dr. T. DeWitd 
Talmage. (Bok’s experience as a 
member of the Plymouth Chureh 
Sunday School, and as a boy friend 
of Mr. Beecher was in itself a kind 
of romance.) He also contrived to 
secure contributions from William 
Dean Howells, Gen. Grant, Gen. 
Sherman, Philips Brooks, Gen. 
Sheridan, Canon Farrar, Cardinal 
Gibbons, Marion Harland, Margaret 
Sangster, the most prominent men 
and women of the day. Editors 
wondered how’ the publishers could 
afford it, but not a single one of 
these represented an honorarium. 
Such success in itself predicated 
editorial talents of a high order. 
This journal later became the Am- 
erican Magazine. .and still later the 
Cosmopolitan, of which Mr, Bok 
was at three diffevent times asked 
to become the editor, but each 
time he refused. He developed 
(though he did not absolutely 
originate) the syndicate plan of 
furnishing the same article to a 
group of newspapers in different 
cities. Mr. Beecher did not believe 
in it, observing that no one had 
ever made a cent of his literary 
work, but Bok and his partner 
made it pay well. 


Tre Woman’s Pace. 


He organized the Bok Syndicate 
Press, with his brother as partner 
and manager. He was struck with 
the fact that women did not read 
newspapers, and he set himself fo. 
find out why. There was a bright 
column of city gossip in the “N. ¥. 
Star,” called “‘Bab’s Babble.” He 
{saw the possibility of syndicating 
this as a letter from New York. 
He sought out the author and made 
arrangments with her and with the 
‘owner of the paper. and the letter 
was sent out to a group of papers. 
A syndicate of 90 papers was 
organized, and Ella Wheeler 
Wilcox was engaged to write a 
weekly letter on woman’s topics. 
This led to the supplying of an 
entire page of matter of interest to 
; Women, for which he laid under con- 
(tribution all the famous women 
; Writers of the day, and the best of 
the men writers also. This was the 
| genesis of “The Woman’s Page.”* 
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A JournaListic TRIUMPH. at men’s colleges. By the close of|department called “Men.” In 
After a variety of ‘jiterary| 1919 1,465 of these scholarships had|order to complete secrecy it was 
engagements he narrowly eseaped| been awarded. Space forbids more| necessary for the author to write 
becoming a theatrical manager for| than the baldest outline of some of|every article with his own hand 


a famous actress of the day, at a 
salary large for that time. From 
this he was rescued by the sterling 
good sense and intuition of his 
mother, after the contracts had all 
been drawn and werd ready for 
signature. 

Mr. Bok was now invited to be- 
come the editor of “The Ladies’ 
Home Journal,” which had been in 
operation for ‘six years having a 
circulation of 440,000 copies a 
month. His mother could not be- 
lieve that he was serious in his 
decision to cater to women’s needs, 
when he knew so little about them. 
He was not a lady’s man, had no 
sister, no woman confidantes, and 


he lived only with and for his 
mother. His instinctive attitude 
toward women was that of 


avoidance, he was not interested in 
them, he knew little about them 
and of their needs less. But he 
knew that as an executive he could 
employ women to do what he could 
not do. 

He had divined that in thousands 
of cases the American mother was 
not the confidante of her daughter, 
and he reasoned that if an inviting 
human personality could be created 
on the printed page, girls would 
flock to such a figure. 

He tried several writers but the 
particular touch that he sought was 
lacking. Then in desperation he 
wrote an instalment of such a 
department himself intending to 
show it to a visitor. By mistake 
this was sent to the compositor and 
got into print, and the girls in the 
composing-voom said it was the 
“best stuff for girls that they ever 
read!” The assumed - name was 
Ruth Ashmore, and immediately on 
the publication of the first 
article 200 letters came for “Ruth 
Ashmore,” and the following 
day 500 more. He opened 
the first two, but no| more, and 
took the bundle home‘to his mother 
who read them and told her son: 
“You have no right to read them,” 
to which he agreed. The next day 
he sought the author of the ‘Bab 
Syndicate” letters, who asked: 
“Who is Ruth Ashmore?” To which 
he replied: “You are.” After 
some persuasion she took the ed- 
itorship and conducted it until her 


death. Step by step the editor 
built up a service behind the 
magazine until he had 35 


staff editors on the monthly pay- 
roll. He proclaimed in each issue 
willingness to answer any question 
by mail ; he encouraged and cajoled 
his readers to look upon the 
magazine as a clearing-house of in- 
formation. Before long the letters 
streamed in by the tends of 
thousands in the year, then into 
the hundreds of thousands, and 
when stopped by the Great War 
the yearly correspondence_totalled 
nearly a million letters. Hundreds 
of these were confidential, and 
these were entrusted to Mrs. Lyman 
Abbott who by this quiet channel 
accomplished great good. For sub- 
scription premiums free — scholar- 
ships were substituted, at first for 


a year’s musical education, then a| 


year at a girls’ college, and thea 





the more important undertakings of 
this new social-welfare enterprise. 
Over 40,000 prospective mothers 
were advised by the best 
medical authority, and by the close 
of the year the number of babies 
“vaised” by the lady doctor in 
charge of this department of the 
magazine approached 80,000 of 
whom 95 per cent. were under 


the monthly-letter care of the 
doctor for the first year, and 
85 per cent. remained so 


until two years old. Bok published 
a series of “Unknown Wives of 
Well Known Men,” and another 
called “Clever Daughters of Clever 
Men,” which at once aitracted the 
paragraphers. In handling a long 
Kipling story which came late, Mr. 
Bok hit on the plan aow so common 
of “running over into the back,” 
which has become a_ necessary 
nuisance in the make up of many 
ptriodicals. He made his magazine 
a medium for suggestions and iv- 
struction in the better construction 
and better furnishing of the small 
house architecture of America. As 
a result entire colonies of ‘Ladies’ 
Home Journal” houses sprang up. 
The magazine was made to develop 
an appreciation of the best art by 
an expensive reprodution in colours 
of the works of the great masters 
of painting. Series of pictures 
illustrated graphically the difference 
between Good Taste and Bad 
Taste in art. 


A Socrat Crusavex. 


A systematic attack was institut- 
ed on bill-board advertising; on 
unkempt sections of cities and 
towns, with photographs and 
names, which excited great wrath, 
and ‘eventual cleaning up. A 
campaign against adulterated food 
was begun and kept up for a long 
time until other journals joined in, 
and the Pure Food Act became a 
law. A crusade against worthless 
patent medicines excited violent 
antagonism, with threats of legal 
vengeance, but the result was wise 
legislation, and the closing of re- 
putable journals to these advertisc- 
ments. A carefully planned attack 
on violations of social purity, with 
exposition of existing social con- 
ditions cost the magazine hundreds 
of thousands of subscribers, but in 
the end the effort was vindicated 
and the loss was more than made 
good, besides a great moral awaken- 
ing. The selfishness and _ superfi- 
ciality of the Women’s Club of the 
time were boldly exposed which 
excited a furious tempest, but their 
effect was good both for the Clubs 
and for the Journal. Kipling’s poem 
on “The Female of the Species” 
was greeted by some women with 
vitriolic abuse; and a temperate 
discussion of the ins and outs of 
Woman’s Suffrgae. led by ex-presi- 
dent Cleveland excited another 
feminine typhoon. But at length 
this settled down to _ friendliness, 
and Dr. Anna Shaw from a bitter 
opponent became a staunch friend 
and an editor on the pay-roll! In} 
1916 Bok made an arrangement) 
with his firm friend, ex-president 


and for the editor to copy it in the 
same way. The series covered all 
the relations of men, in the usual 
forcible style of “T. R.”, but 
though there was intense curiosity 
his name was never thought of, the 
most prominent candidates for the 
honour of the authorship being Dr. 
Lyman Abbott and the former pre- 
sident of Harvard University, Dr. 
Charles Eliot. During the year 
that these articles ran the author- 
ship was known only to the author 
and the editor, and their wives, 
and to one other man. Mr. Bok’s 
carefully planned and __ skilfully. 
executed assault on the brutality 
and real crime of feminine wearing 
of aigrettes. was to him a painful 
episode in his life, for the women in 
spite of all their knowledge of the 
cruelty would not give them up, 
though this was accomplished by 
legislation forbidding the importa- 
tion of the incriminating plumes, 
thus saving the egret from exter- 
mination. 

Mr. Bok attributes his success to 
the constant advice of his wise 
mether, and not less to his grand- 
mother of equal wisdom, who left 
as her message to her numerous 
descendants scattered in many lands 
these words: ‘Make you the 
world a bit more beautiful and 
better because you have been in 
it.” 


——_ + 


TWO OF THE NEWEST 


“Coggin.” by Ernest Oldmeadow, 
was a novel which commanded im- 
mediate attention. Its sequel, 
“The Hare” (Grant Richards, 9s.), 
which is the second of the trilogy, 
is no less interesting. 

Coggin has become a dealet in 
antiques, but to the people of Bul- 
ford he will always be “the rag- 
and-bone man’s boy,” and they do 
not intend him to enjoy success. 
So with lying and slanderous. 
tongues they steal his good name. 
While things are at this pass Teddy 
Redding, the son of his old friend 
and patron, returns to Bulford. He 
leaves no stone unturned to clear 
Coggin, and bears him off in 
triumph. For a year Coggin 
wanders through Germany, haunt- 
ing the delightful old Rhine towns 
and soaking himself in music, aad 
evades the patronage of the mad 
King of Bavaria by a hair’s- 
breadth. He flies to the Tyrol, 
and meets The Raven, the beautiful 
Viennese actress whose love for him 
has so pitiful an ending. He be- 
comes a Roman Catholic and re- - 
turns to England. 


A first novel which has aroused 
some discussion is “Anne Rich- 
mond,” by Mrs, Alfred Praga 
(Ordhams 8s. 6d.). Anne is a girl 
no longer in her first youth, whose 
desire for motherhood causes her 
to lose even ‘er sense of religion. 
Had she been a poor woman — her 
experience would probably have 








Roosevelt, to furnish articles for a 


been a very different one. 
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PROFESSIONAL LIVING 





A Neglected Art 


Who has noé heard of the painter 
who toils day in and day out for 
years to make perfect his art? He 
will deny himself food, clothing, 
comfort, friends — everything —in 
order that he may rise one rung 
on the ladder of his calling. His 
art is his very self; nothing is too 
good for it: he would be untrue to 
himself were he to be content with 
amateurish atfempts. By dint of 
constant study of masterpieces and 
ruthless criticism of the products 
of his own brush, he earns the 
right to be called’ a professional. 
‘The so-called ‘professions’ are not 
the only vocations where amateurs 
have little chance. Whether it is 
music, sculpture, or literature; buy- 
ing, selling or banking; nursing, 
teaching or home-making—the pro- 
fession calls for serious purpose, 
for a close study, mastery, and 
perfecting of the “machinery” of 
the particular work. 


So far, so good. In _ fact, you 
will doubtless say, why be so trite ? 

e reason is this. Having seen 
the obvious truth in simple illus- 
tration® we wish to call attention 
to a profession in which everyone 
in the world is engaged, and which 
most people folloy in the most 
haphazard, 
profession is “living.” Optimists 
would not call it a profession; 
they would put it on a pedestal as 
an ‘instinct. Ressimists would cati 
it instead a calamity. But the 
average person would not stop .to 
call it anything: he would take it 
for granted. Life was given to him 
before he had the power to unde 
stand it. It will be taken awa 
wifhout his consent: so why should 
he bother? If illness falls to his 
lot he wili call in a doctor—that 
concerns his profession. 








A Grear Disparity. 


When, however, one stops to coa- 
sider that we work seven or eight 
hours a day, but live 24, and that 
in place of three times the atten- 
tion we probably give less than 
one-tenth the attention to ou 
lives that we give to our work, 
the disparity is apparent. After 
all is said, our bodies are the sole 
means of contact with this world 
(For the present we may leave out 
of account the more tenuous con- 
tact of the spirit, a means of com- 
munication which is still being 
weighed in the balance.) Hew few 
of us understand the hand, the eye, 
the ear, the nose, to make no men- 
tion of the internal organs, hear, 
Tungs, stomach, etc., that silently 
carry on their functions for fhe 
good of the body as whole; or that 
delicate instrument, the 





amateurish way. That 


expected to be professionals in the 
art of living, when we are un- 
acquainted with the instrumeut 
through which we live? 

‘Ah yes, we send our children to! 
school to learn to live. And this 
is what they learn:—that we should | 
move our bodies, legs and arms 
mechanically for a certain period; 
each day, that our brains are cap- 
able of performing tricks of their 
own if we make them hurdle up 
and down over the multiplicatio? 
table, and that if we conform 19 
tradition we will be playing saie. 
They are taught mechanics instead 
of health, memory in place of 
mentality, conformity in place of 
expression, existence instead of 
life, And to cap it all, we worry 
them (if we speak of it at all} 
about their souls unti] they dare 
not be different for fear of God, 
or else piunge headlong unprepar- 
ed into the unexplored out of sheer 
esperation. Of the art of living 
we have taught them nothing, hav- 
ing only whetted an_ inarticulate 
desire to live. 


Livine anp LiveLiHoop. 


Tg college is to follow school 
then the latter is preparation for 
the former, and when one’s educa- 
tion at the university is complete], 
one may turn one’s attention to 
living. But can one? No sooner 
are the portals closed behind the 
proud retreating footsteps of the 
student, than (in most cases) the 
proverbial wolf begins to smack 
his jaws, and all thoughts of the 
art of living flee Lefore-the neces: 
sity for finding a livelihood. ‘To 
live” takes precedence before “how 
to live.’” Never mind the means; 
but keep alive. 

And just as‘one is beginning to 
beat nature at her own game she 
doubles the stakes—we marry— 
then trebles them—the childreo 
come—and the livelihood of the; 
family is the predominant motive. 
If one is fortunate, and wrests frora 
‘the world sufficient to provide 
Teisure for living, it is usually too 
late; for one has by that time 
either lost the power to learn, 
or has absorbed false _ stand- 
ards of living that cannot then be 
changed. Result: we take refuge 
in Maktoob. “ ‘Tis written’’ :— 

And it brings, quieting like balm 

My heart whose flutterings have cease; 

The resignation end the. calm 

And wisdom of the East. 
Acceptance of the condition, how- 
ever, is no justification. Rather it 
is condemnation of the blind exist- 
ence which has caused it. 





“Tue Fespamentat Errors. 
The fundamental errors through- 








cut the whole unfertunate chaia 
are first, in regarding each step in 


of the whole. How can we vel of life itself: and second, in flat- 


tering ourselves that we have no 
leisure to learn life and how to 
live. 

Arnold Bennett once wrote “It 
is indubitable that a large amount 
of what is known as self-improve- 
ment is simply self-indulgence.” 
It is true. We read great litera- 
ture, and visit immortal scenes of 
beauty, saying all the while thas 
we are educating ourselves, and 
inwardly pleased that our friends 
look won us as highly cultured. 
Meanwhile we burden the diges- 
tion with more food and richer food 
than we need, we envy our neigt- 
bour’s hat, we quarrel or sulk with 
our chosen mate, we retail the 
latest scandal, and make, generil- 
'y, as Much internal and external 
friction as is humanly _ possible. 
This is the antithesis of living. 
Life is a question of perfect 
balance—within, in the matter of 
bodily perfection; without, in 
the matter of harmonious inter- 
course and adaptation to environ- 
ment; withal, as regards the full- 
est and most sincere self-expres- 
sion. This is no calling for an 
amateur. It is worthy of profes- 
sional effort; for in the last 
analysis living is our only business 
in life—all else is avocation. 


READING AND SPELLING 
IN THE NEW WAY 











A London Experiment 
Spell “bright? in the baby way.” 
“Now spell it in our way—the big 

“people's way.” 

As the teacher put the questions, 
quick as lightning came the answers 
from the children—‘bryt’’ to the 
first, “bright” to the second. Otber 


words followed: several syllabic 
words such as accommodation, 
{sympathy, mysterious, representa- 


tive—tricky words such as thyme, 
rhythm, dough, fancy, phantom— 
and in no ease did the children 
make any mistake. They spelt the 





words quickly, accurately and 
with understanding, in a way which 
would have gained credit for 


children much older than these boys 
and girls of Honeywell Road In- 
fants’ School, Battersea, whose 
ages run along the months between 
six and! seven years. Their spell- 
ing was not only a mark of com- 
petence: it also stood for a confuta- 
tion of the frequent assertion that 
any attempt to teach English by 
phonetic methods or to introduce 
Simplified Spelling into the cur- 


riculum of ordinary schools must 
result in making children unable 
to spell “proper English words” 


correctly.”” ; 
It is nearly two years now since 


brain, life wholly as preparation for the | the experiment was made at Honey- 


which is the central control station "ext instead of as part and parcel |well Road School to see if it really 
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were a simpler and happier method, 
The headmistress of the school, 
Miss Walsh, has herself described 
the beginning.— 

A Fair Test. > 


Two members of my--staff—both| 


experienced teachers—at once fell 
in with my suggestion to try simpli- 
fied spelling for a certain period, 
and they undertook the work. Two 
other teachers kindly gave up 
their classes for reading, in order 
that the experiment might be com- 
pleted in the shortest time possible. 
Both teachers have given two 
world-building lessons each morn- 
ing—to one class on the orthodox 
method and to the other class on 
the simplified spelling plan. In 
this way we hoped to arrive at as 
fair and true a comparison as 
could possibly be obtained'—the 
classes being composed of children 
of the same type, taught by the 
same teachers, under similar cir- 
cumstances, and in the same sur- 
roundings. . . . We are fully con- 
vinced that learning to read on 
the simplified spelling plan is 
much the happier experience for 
a little child at the beginning of 
its schoo] career, because, as each 
symbol always represents the sane 
sound, the child is not disappoint- 
ed or confused by continual 
failure to pronounce the _ printed 
word correctly; neither is he afraid 
to attempt unfamiliar words. . . . 
As the children are compelled to 
read English as it is printed and 
to write it as it is spelt, it -¢ 
necessary to devote time to the 
transition stage, which, so far as 
we can judge, after the first few 
lessons that the older children have 
received, gives promise of present- 
ing fewer difficulties and occupying 
less time than we anticipated.” 


No Conrusine Rvtes. 


Regarding the actual method of 
teaching, there is little to say here 
—tho ordinary rules of the Simpli- 
field Spelling method of teachin 
English are followed: a simplified 
method, with only one short group 
of vowel sounds, and no bunches 
of confusing rules and rule excep- 
Hons to confuse young minds. The 
tinies are {taught first of all by 
means of simplified spelling, 
which they afterwards character- 
ize as “the baby way.” 

The transition stage carries them 
to “the big people’s way” of spell- 
ing, when ‘cryme” becomes 
“crimd,” “duz’” becomes ‘‘does,” 
and so on and so forth. The 
teachers at Honeywell Road find 
that the children master the transi- 
tion stages quickly and easily and 
it is unusual for a child to get 
confused between the “simplified’’ 
and the “ordinary” ways of spel- 
ling. 

Children who: have been trained 
on these lines read with remark- 
ably good expression and under- 
standing. 

There is no doubt that the Honey- 
well infants just love their read- 
ing lessons in a way that many 
school-children do not—most espe- 
cially do they love them when the 
“strict” part of the lesson is over 
and they can go to the library 
cupboard and choose from it what 
book they like for the remainder 
of the time. 2 


THE ORIGIN OF WOMAN 


A magazine writer consumes con- 
siderable space in, trying to prove 
that it is wrong to teach woman 
Was made from Adam’s rib, says 
the “Columbus Despatch.” He 
says the proposition is ridiculous, 
and while it may -have been well 
enough to teach it in the dim and 
distant past, we ought to be 
ashamed of ourselves for sticking 
to the “ superstition.” 

If our own idea or belief of the 
origin of woman is a superstition, 
then it is quite as good a supersti_ 
tion as other people have. For 
ours is not the only theory of the 
origin of woman. Many other 
people have many other theories or 
superstitions, 

The Australian natives believe 
that woman was once a toad--and 
that isn’t very nice. If it is true, 
however, it shows what a wonder- 
ful creature the toad was trans- 
formed into and we can rejoice 





Dainty frock, in white embroidery, two 
patch pockets of same material, and 
coloured ribbon run through ‘the 

embroidery at the waist. 


thereat. Then, the Laplanders be- 
lieve that woman was once a rab. 
bit, and since a rabbit is more 
likeable than a toad, we prefer the 
Lapland superstition to the Aus- 
tralian. 

The Japanese believe that woman 
grew upon a tree—and that is get- 
ting along still better. The 
feathery biossoms of the tree, with 
their colour and their perfume, 
seem more nearly approaching the 
realm of womanhood than do rab- 
bits or toads. 

But if ever we are compelled to 
give up our idea that woman was 


going to accept the Persian theory. 
That is by all odds the prettiest 
one, and the one we could more 





from heaven.” 





made from the rib of man, we are; 





MATERIALS AND THEIR USES 





Book muslin, organdi, lawn, 
plain and embroidered, are in 
fashion. Fichus, frills, collars, 
flotinces, and ruchings lighten 


dresses in taffetas, foulard, and 
silk erépes. Some of these dainti- 
nesses are piped with an arrow 
band of shiny leather, and the 
effect is extraordinarily good. There 
are summer skirts with a plissé 
ruche round the bottom. Hip sashes 
show double lawn frills round the 
lower edge, and many neck open- 
ings have high loose falling frills 
round them. ‘ 
Nothing looks fresher or more 
youthful than a light shot taffetas 
dress with a fichu bodice outlined 
by a soft lingerie rolled-back collar 
and short sleeves turned back in 
the same way. Hip draperies cf 
the panier description are drawn 
back so that they almost form a 
polonaise at the back, and the 
front has a pointed apron, deli- 





cately scollopéd and ruched. In . 


shot mauve, in shot rose. in black, 
in grey, these little taffetas dresses 
are most becoming, 

Foulard is widely used, and it 
is allied to crépe gevrgette or 
cloth, never to another silky mat- 
erial—dark foulard with a light 
design, or light foulard with 
dark design. Crépe of all kinds 
is used, and the populayity of 
black charmeuse, satin crépe and 
crépe Maroccain has not waned. 
Lace is used everywhere; there are 
lace sleeves and shoulder yokes, 
laco draperies, Jace sashes, and in 
every kind of lace and in all colours, 
Ivory, black, fawn, and real cream 
are more successful than bright 
colours, 

Evenine Dresses. 

The long trained dress is growing 
in favour. It gives the stately air 
necessary for ceremony. Some 
show train at the side, others have 
a full wide train at the back which 
splits into two points where it sweeps 
the ground. Pointed draperies fll 
from the waist in many cases, and’ 
V décolletés mark many of them. 
Backs are often bare, but tne best 
taste will avoid ,an excess of bare- 
ness. It is amazing that any 
woman should consent to the deep 
waist-belt décolleté after seeing 
others in that unbecoming style. 

Dance dresses are short, but not 
as short as they were. They are 
wide enough ‘to make movement. 
graceful, and they aro often 
trimmed with floating tulle hand- 
kerchief points among which aro 
half-hidden flowers in wreaths, 
jewelled girdles, gleaming strings 
of beads, or loosely flowing ribbons. 
Gay colours are much in favour for 
dancing and the look of a ballroom, 
or an afternoon party in the open 
air when summer comes, should be 
brilliant. 

Headdresses and hats will be 
most picturesque. Eighteenth-cen- 
tury modes are being adapted to 
modern ways of hairdressing, and 
feathers are as successfully exploit- 
ed as flowers; Ribbons and lace 
soften hats with wide brims. 


easily believe than.any other. The|Colowr is used in millinery more 
Persians assert that “Woman feli,than ever, but black is. still the 
as _ i fittest for ceremony- 


: —_— a 
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THE CHARTREUSE 
MONASTERY 





RevivalJas Centre of Learning— 
International Science University 


From St. Pierre de Chartreuse 
the way leads for a mile or so 
through an absolute desert—a waste 
of dark, cloce woods, of dizzy 
crests, and jumbled masses of rock, 
where the silence is broken only by 
the murmurs of mountain torrents 
and the cow-bells of an invisible 
herd. 

Suddenly, at a turn in the path, 
there comes into view, set in a 
double circle of mauve heights and 
bright green meadows, that vast 
monastic city which was the mother 
famous Order of 
Carthusians. Its fine white build- 
ings, roofed with grey slate, extend 
spaciously over some 12 acres. They 
are bastioned with many projecting 
turrets; they bristle with slend- 
er hbelfries; ‘and they . are 
surrounded with gardens and out- 
houses. In the midst of — this 
mountain solitude such a sight is 
unexpected, rather overwhelming. 
It gives an impression of severe, 
yet opulent, power. 


Monastic Lire. 


The Carthusian monks were ex- 
pelled from France by the Law of 
1901, but a visit to their monastery, 
formerly forbidden to outsiders, 
enables one to reconstruct the inner 
life of the community, and reveals 
with striking clearness the double 
character, spiritual and temporal, 
mystical and practical, by which 
that community was moved. 

After crossing the fine, spacious 
Court of Honour, with its two large 
fountain-basins, you pass through a 
massive doorway into that part of 
the monastery which was set apart: 
for strangers and visitors of im- 
portance. It consists of two 
enormous wings with protruding 
turrets which contain imposing, 
austere halls bearing such names 
as Salle de France, of Italy, of Ger- 
many, of Burgundy, so called be- 
cause they served as meeting places 
for the Carthusian priors from 
those countries. For the Order 
was above all an international one ; 
every country of Europe was re- 
presented. One of its most revered 
members was St. Hugh of Avalon, 
Bishop of Lincoln. 

The order was fiercely jealous of 
its privileges and its independence. 
From the time of its foundation ia 
the 11th century it had many a 
difference with the Popes, and it 
was by no means anxious to be- 
long to France. Until the very 
eve of the Revolution it played the 
part of a_ sovereign principality 
with feudal jurisdiction over high 
and low, maintaining its seat of 
authority in what might be 
described as a net.‘ tanton be- 


F — 








tween France and Savoy; and 
possessing its establishments ail 
over Europe. These monks were, 


in fact, as a close student of their 
history put it to me, in some ways 
the successors of the Knights of St. 
John, and right up to our times 
they preserved the traditions and 
certain of the prerogatives of the 
great ecclesiastical feudalism. 


Tue Worry Sipe. 

Passing through a heavy iron 
grille, guarding one of the vast 
whitewashed corridors, you find 
yourself in the monastery proper. 
On your right is the temporal side ; 
the apartments of the Prior, large, 
oak panelled rooms which were, it 
is said, luxuriously furnished and 
decorated with paintings; then 
came the Procurator and the other 
“officers,” as they were called, with 
whom the administration of the 
Order rested; men who lived the 
worldly life, entertained, travelled, 
and managed, to very good purpose, 
the enormous possessions of the 
Order. 

For these monks were excellent 
businessmen; they owned farms, 
vineyards, forests, mines, and glass- 
works, But their most paying side- 
line was that famous liqueur whose 
profane lustre lit up the gloomy 
cloisters. The recipe was brought 
from Spain by Marshal d’Estrées, 
and the first experiments were 
made at Paris, with herbs from the 
Luxembourg Garden, part of which, 
it is interesting to note, then be- 
longed to the Order. About 1835 
its sale was placed upon an 
organized basis, and the fine golden 
liqueur began to improve. One of 
the secrets of its flavour was, it is 
said, the huge oak barrels which 
ean still be seen at the old dis- 
tillery at Fourvoirie, a few miles 
from the monastery. The _ spirit 
was left to stand in these barrels, 
and the wood imparted a particular- 
y pleasant flavour to the liqueur. 

Success grew with the years and at 
ithe time when the monks left 


j nearly 300,000 gallons a year, with 
a profit of £180,000. 

To the left you find the mystical 
and intellectual side of the monas- 
| tery. All round an immense rec- 
;tangular Gothic cloister, with 
pointed windows looking out over 
a wide, melancholy landscape, 
Stand the 40 cells in 
| monks lived in the severest solitude. 
{Plain rooms of wood and stone 
they are, and their bareness calis 
forth a shiver of compassion. 


Srupy anp Mxpitarion. 
the monks could see nothing but 
the sky and a pine-covered ridge. 


cell doors reminded them of 
i vanity of the world and the 





their food through trap-doors, 


eee 


France for Spain they were selling! 


which the! 


! From their tiny walled-in gardens! 


COLLAPSE OF THE 
SHIPPING BOOM 





5,000,000 Dead Weight 
Tons Laid Up 


The shipping industry is at pre- 
sent undergoing one of the greatest 
crises in the history of commerce, 
the “Daily News” announced cn 
February 21. 

According to the annual report 
of the Chamber of Shipping of 
the United Kingdom for 1920-1921, 
just issued, in January, 1921, 
there were laid up in United King: 
dom, United States, and Scan- 
dinavian ports (apart from 26 
wooden ships laid’ up in America) 
5,000,000 tons dead weight, or 
approximately 3,000,000 tons. 

“The year,” proceeds the report, 
“has been marked by a dramatic 
fall in freights. ‘The character of 
the moyement is reflected in time 
charter” rates, which fell from 
Qos. (twelve months general) to 
10s. ‘After the close of 1920, the 
vate dropped to 7s, 6d. 

This falling off was accompanied 
by no reduction in the cost of 
running charges, except in the price 
of coal. As compared with the pre- 
ceding year, the increase amounted 
to 148 per cent, in the coasting and 
home trade, and 280 per cent, ‘in 
the case of foreign trade, upon costs 
in the year preceding the war. 

Under present conditions, it is 
stated, very little shipping is being 
run at a profit, and on a great 
many voyages heavy losses have 
recently occurred. 

Comparative figures as to sea- 
going tonnage (excluding sailing 
vessels) in 1914, and on June 30 
last, are given as follows (millioa 


oss tons): 

. » 1920 1914 
World supply 516 
British Empire share 2.0 20.62 
: United Kingdom share 181 18.9 


The weights of our exports and 
imports last year were about 6 
per cent. of those of 1913, indicat- 


ing a slight improvement on the 


‘figures for 1919, The most serious 


falling off, from the point of view 


lof shipowners, was in coal exports. 


which decreased from 73,000,000 





tons in 1913, to about 20,000,00¢ 
tons in 1920. 

Modern developments are alse 
reviewed, and it is stated that 
more than two-thirds of the vessel 
fitted for oil fuel are American. 


say Mass in one of the many little 
chapels round the cloister, or, at 
night, to chant matins in the central 
church. Life was nothing to them; 
they devoted themselves to medita- 








Latin inscriptions carved over ths, theologians, 


tainty of death. They received Chartreuse an ardent centre. 
and, spiritual and intellectual life which 
they never left their cells except to shone throughout the Middle Ages. 


tion and study. They were 
philologists,  trans- 
the! lators, and annotators of manu- 


cer-! scripts, and they made the Grande 


centre. of 
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GETTING MARRIED BY 
POST 





Funny Fancies Ignorant 
Bridegrooms 


“Sir, will you please send me a 
marriage licence for a soldier in 


khaki? Postal order for 10s. 6d. 
enclosed. Yours truly,——’ 
This is an example of the ease 


with which some bridgrooms think 
marriages can be licensed and 
settled. Some do not know the 
names of the girls they want to 
marry. Apparently they think they 
can take out a licence, carry it 
about with them until they meet 
the right girl, and then get mar- 
vied without any further trouble. 

The ignorance of some people is 
illustrated by the extraordinary 
answers they make to the questions 
asked on the forms sent out by the 
Surrogate in_ Doctors’ Commons, 
Creed Lane, Ludgate Hill, London. 
who supplies licences to those de- 
siring to marry without  publica- 
tion of banns. These licences cost 
£2, but one of the parties has to 
attest to a certain affidavit. 

“I know the contents of the affi- 
davit,’”’ was written down by various 
perspiring bridegrooms as follows :— 

“T know the contents of the acts 
of David.” 

“I nobly contend with the appy 
davit.” ‘ 

“TI know the contents of the ante- 
dated.” 

“I know the contents of the epi- 
demic.” 

Another wrote: “Does the law 
forbid marriage between a man who 
is a British subject and his mother’s 
sister, who is also a British sub- 
ject? He thad evidently got mixed 
up with the Deceased Wife’s Sister 
‘Act. 

It was a Scotsman who wrote: 
“T want a licence because the mar- 
eiage only lasts for seven years, 
and at the and of it we can part 
af we do not agree. I have only 
known her a short time.” 

Instances of quaint ignorance are 

iven by Mr. Arthur S. May in his 
book on “Marriage” (Long- 
mans. Green). He was once told 
that if a portmanteau “resided” in 
a parish for 15 days its owner was 
entitled to a marriage licence; 
that- under recent changes in the 
law a man may marty his maidea 
aunt by proxy; and that parentai 
authority ceased at 18 years of age. 

As a matter of fact, while a boy 
of and a_ girl of 12 can 
get married according to law, the 
consent of parent or guardian is 
necessary in the case of all persons 
under 21. And for the benefit of 
those who are thinking of marrying 
French or Belgians. it might be 
mentioned that in France the con- 
sent of parents is required up to 
the age of 30 and in Belgium up to 
%. 





Sinty Wars, 


Referring again to the extraord- 
inary ideas some reople have in- 
regard to the filling up of marriage 
forms Mr. May says he seen 
the applicant’s nationality des- 
oribed as ‘‘Anglo-British,” ‘‘Domes- 
tic Servant.” and “4 i 


the length of his residence, said 
“500 yards,” and another “a 
quarter of a mile.” 

‘There is a tragic 
unconscious humour. On one 
occasion a Woman named Ney 
insisted, for an idle frolic, on hav- 
ing her banns put up in the name 
of Wright. Years passed and 
children were born, and then her 
niarriage was pronounced to have 
been void from the first- 

A poor ignorant woman, the legi- 
timate daughter of Job and Martha 
Hodgkinson, who bad always been 
known as Mary Hodgkinson, gave 
‘her surname as White when she put 
up her banns, because, by a curious 
error, the name of her parents 
appeared as White in her baptismal 
certificate, and she thought she was 
bound to follow it. On that ground 
her marriage was annulied. 


side to this 











SALE OF THE EMPIRE 
THEATRE 


The Empire Theatre and the 
Queen's Hotel, Leicester Square, 
together with the adjoining vacant) 
site comprising about 3,000ft., was, 
to be sold by auction by Messrs. 
Knight, Frank, and Rutley at 
Hanover Square in March. The 
block covers an area of about 
33,300ft. 

The theatre stands on the site of 
Savile House (the town mansion of 
the Earls of Ailesbury and later of 
the Savile family), where Peter the 
Great stayed in 1698. In the Gor- 
don Riots of 1780 the house was at- 
tacked by the mob, who, tearing up 
the iron railings to use as weapons, 
stripped it of furniture, books, and 
pictures, and burned them in the 
Square. 

From 1800-1845 it was used for an 
exhibition of Miss Linwood’s needle- 
work pictures, then second in 
popularity only to Madame Tus- 
saud’s Waxworks. Panorama and 
entertainments were held there, 
including Madame Warton’s notor- 
ious ‘Poses Plastiques.” The: 
house was burnt down in 1865, and 
lay in ruins until 1883, when a new 
theatre was built. In 1887 drama, 
was abandoned for variety perform- 
ances and ballets. 








M. Polain, the acting Consul- 
General for Belgium in Yokohama, 
who has been resident there for 
some years, has just received news 
of his appointment as Chargé 
d’Affaires at Bangkok. 





Home newspapers have for years, 
during the silly season, am 
themselves by discussing the enter- 
taining possibilities of a strike by 
the clergy. Now China has shown 
the way, for a Chinese paper as- 
serts that the monks of the various 





temples in Sungkiang dittrict 
numbering some 150, have proclaim- 
ed a strike to protest against the 
smal] amount of wages they receive, 
from the head monks, which are 
insufficient for their livelihood on 
account of the high cost of living. 





HAUNTED. HOUSE - 
PROPULSIONS 





A Mystery Baffles the 
Scientific —~ 


Strange “manifestations” have 
occurred at a house in Ferreston 
Road, Hornsey, which has been re- 
puted to be in the possession of 
some tricky sprite which levitates 
furniture, throws coal about, and 
generally plagues the inmates. 

Mrs. Frost, the wife of the ten- 
ant, states that. a chair was. lifted 
from tho floor in one of the bed- 
rooms and propelled by an invisible 
agency on to a bed where one of 


the children was sleeping. There 
were also disturbances. in the 
kitchen. Psychical and scientific 


searchers visited the house to try 
to determine the cause of these 
queer phenomena. An investigator 
gave the following account of his 
personal experiences. 

“On Monday,” he said, “I had 
only just entered the hall when I 
was met by a great shower of coal 
coming down the stairs. I rushed 
upstairs, but though I examined 
every room and cupboard I could 
find no one there. Five or ten 
minutes later we were coming down- 
stairs again when we were met by 
another shower of coal. 

“On Tuesday as soon as I entered 
the hall again, a crumb brush came 
flying out of the dining-room. IT 
tan into the room, and a_ biscuit 
bowl tumbled off the sideboard. 
When I left the house and was 
entering my own gate I heard a 
tremendous crash. Going back I 
found that three glass dishes had 
fallen off the sideboard, and had 
been shivered to atoms. 

“On Wednesday I had been sit. 
ting in the dining-room with several 
other inquirers. We were rising 
to go, when we heard the thud of 
something falling near the window. 
It was a heavy ash-tray, which tho 
people of the house said usually 
stood on a smoker’s tray at the 
fireside.” 


Mysterious Power. 


Mr. Coker is of opinion that the 
explanation of the disturbances lies 
in a. mysterious power unconsciously 
exerted by one of the inmates. 

Mr. Nevil Maskelyne states that 
in his opinion there is nothing 
“spiritualistic’ in the happenings 
at_the Hornsey house. 

The occurrences have created an 
embarrassing amount of public in- 
terest. “So many persons collected 
outside the house that the police 
had to move them on. The crowd 
then stood in two cordons, one 
across each end of the road. 








Tue Metropolitan Police Depart- 
ment has issued a proclamation 
prohibiting private offices from 
undertaking the printing of paper 
bank notes in Peking. The pro- 
clamation points out that forged 
notes have been widely circulated 
in the market recently and that 
some native banks are issuing paper 
notes recklessly, without permis- 
sion. 


* Scottish.” One man, -— asked 
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MAIL NOTICES 





Next Mails In 





.K.S. Suwa Maru 

M.M.S. André Lebon 
OM. China oa 
P.M.S. Ecuador - 

Per P. & O. S. Dilwara... 


Next Mails Out 


For Mansemtes, Loxpow, erc.— 
Per N.Y.K.S, Inaba Mara 
Per P. & O. S. Soudan ... 







Golden State... 5, 
Empress of Russia }, 
. Shinyo Mara... 








PASSENGERS 





INWARD 
Per str, Woosung, April 15. From 
Hankow, Messrs. Wensthoff, McCal- 


Jough, Taussig and Simms. 














Per str, Kiangteen, April 16. From 
Ningpo. Mr. W. W. Omming. 

Per ‘str. Tatung, April 16, From 
Hankow. Mr, and Mrs. Rogers. 

Per str, Kiangwah, April 16. From 
Hankow. Messrs. Kacher and F. Barg- 
mann. 

Per str, Suiyang, April 16, From 
Tsingtao, My. Mis. J. A, Navier, 
Miss I.E, Brown. 

Per str, Sinkiang, April. 16. From 


Hongkong. Misses Grace Coppock and 
Florence Brown, Mr, and Mrs, A. F. St. 
J. Kinsley and Mr. Lammont. 

Per str, P. & 0, S. Nagoya, April 16. 
From London, etc. Mrs. B, Ayres, Miss 
Bartlett, Mr. M. H. Brault, Mr.’ Bos 
hart, Mr. Burlingham, Mr.’ S. Biting, 
Mr. W. Carrick, Rev. and Mrs, Cald- 
well, Mr. Crighton, Misses Crighton 
and Chillingworth, Mrs. O. Christensen 
and 2 children, Mr. B. Commys, Mrs. 
Campbell, Misses “F. and E.° Calvert, 
Mr. T. Claxton, Miss Debrett, Mr. 
Desormes, Miss Dale, Mr. S. Deas, Miss 
P. Edwards, Mrs, BE. R. Evans and 
infant, Mr. J. Falconer, Mv. R. Felgate, 
‘Mr. W: Gillon, Mr. J." H. Guthrie,- Mr. 
C, Hamilton, Mr. R. Hutchinson, ’ Miss 
Hanbury, Mr. and Mrs. Harling’. and 
child, Mr, H. F, Hammond, Miss Hill, 
Mr. “Hampson, Miss G. Holyhead, Mr. 
E. Johnson, Comdr, A. Johnston, M. 
H. Jones, Mr. A. Irwin, Miss R. Kviat, 
Mr. E, Koning, Miss C, G. Lacy, Mr, 
Lopez, Misses “Lucina and Lewis, Mr. 
Masters, Mr. and Mrs, Moule, Mr. 2. 
Muir, Mr, and Mrs. Moxon, Mr, J. A. 
McKinlay, Mr. J. McEacheru, | Misses 
M. McGuffie and McDermid) Mr. 1. 
McMahon, Miss Nickelsen, Mr. Parstim, 
Mirces Patrick, Prince and Penrose, 
and Mrs, H. @. Pope, Mr. F. Roper, 
Tisses Rossiter aud Richards, Mr. Rubio, 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott, Mr. and Mrs. Roy 
Smith, Mr. GW. Stock, Mr. 8. 
Sorensen, Mr, and Mrs. 
and Mrs. L. Smith, 
Mr. White, Mr, Wilson, Major and Mrs, 
Wright. 

Per str. Hsin Ningshao, April 
From Ningpo. Mr. I. J. Merthoud. 

Per str. Hsin Peking, April 17. 
Ningpo. Mr, and Mrs. W. Robertson 
Mr. and Mis. C. A. Bolton, Mr. 




































17, 





Tonge, Mrs. Gsunoda and Mr. Y. 
Yaka, 

Per str. Loongwo, April 17, From 
Hankow. Dr. R. S. Ivy, Mr. W. ¢ 
Jenkins, W. 0. Keit, Mr. 0. C. Keach, 
Mr. N Iker, Mr. . Simpson, 





Mr. “J. A. T. Thomas, 

Epsteen. 
Per str. Yamashiro Maru, April 17. 
From Kobe. Mr. Abe, Mr. and Mrs+ 
and Mr 


ir, and Mrs, 









From! 


Saito, Mr. S. Fuwa, Mr. K. Kotsutsumi, 
Mz, Nomura, Mr. Shinboshi, Mr. Hashid, 


Mr. Slectoss, Mr. Dell Oro, Mrs. O 
Temmer, Mr. A. W. Hatvey, Mrs. 
Bower, Mr. and Mrs. \ Hartshorn, Mr. 
Kawabata, Mr. Mizozoe and’ Mr. 
| Moyachi. ~ 

Per str. Hwahta, Aprit 18, From 
Hankow. Messrs, D. M. Stromdahl and 
A. Paton. 

Per str. Soochow, April 18, From 
Hongkong. Misses ‘A. M. and C. M. 


Rennir, Mr. and Mrs. ©. S. Richards, 
Rev. ©. Gunn ang Mr. R. D. Smith. 


Per str. Ningshao, April 18. From 
Hankow, Mrs. Kelly, Mr. and Mrs, 0. 
TP Braater and 5 children, Mr. and Mrs. 
Nels Beavson Miss F. Collelry and 
Master A. Tucker. 

Per str. Fengtien, April 18, From 
Tientsin, Miss H. Morton, Mv. E, A. 
Mackay, Mr. F. H. Crossley, Mr. and Mrs. 
R. Coltman, Mr. and Mrs.’ 0. M, Hol- 
will and 3 children, Mr. W. Armour, 
Mrs, A. M. Bulmer and Miss M. C. 
Fitzgerald. 

Per str. Kiangteen, April 
Ningpo. Messrs, DW. Wickel, Paric 
hurst, Misses Howell, Bailey and Aber- 
crombie. 

Per str. Riangan, April 19. From 
Hankow. Mr. and Mrs. Whaite ang 
child, Mr. and Mrs. Potter, Miss Potter, 
Messrs. Sweeny and Paton! 











Per str. Tsushima Maru, April 19. 
From Hongkong. Mr. D. Mansfield, Mr. L 
J. Pizer, Mr. L. Gonalez-Diez, Mr. K. 








Komine, Mr. K. Kujime and’ Mr. J. 
Nakamura. 

Per str. Yawata Maru, April 19. 
From Moji. Mr. Yamamiya Mr. Enoue, 


Mr. Hattori, Mr. Hotta, Mr. Okamura, 
Mr. Nagaoka, Mr. Nakamura, Mr. Kuri. 
hara, Mr. Goto, Mr. 'T. Sato, Mr, Hino, 
Mr. Suzuki, Mr, Hashimoto, Mr. Awoki, 
Mrs. Amada, 8. Annda, Mr: 
Tatsuta, Mr, ‘Ashizawa, Mr. Yamaguchi, 
Mr. K.’Y. Yamaguchi and Mrs. P. Mario 
Nazaroft. : 

Per str. Kumano Maru, April 20, From 
Kebe. My. M. Grinsten, 

Per str, Choysang, April 20, 
Hongkong. Mr. H. H. Wynberg. 

Per str. Hsin Peking, April 20, 
Ningpo. Dr. J. S. Grant and 
Annoke. 

Per str, Hsin Ningshao, April 20. From 
Ningpo. Mr. aad Mrs. Roche, Mr, and 
Mrs, Betines, Mrs. Hansen, Messrs. 
Rumble ond J. C. Dowdy. 

Per str, Iyo Maru, April 20. From 
London. r. and Mrs. J. Power and 2 
children, Miss G. M. Casanova, Mr, M. 
Syme, Mr. M. Finlayson, Mrs. P. Boliolo 
wnd infant. 

Per str. Tungchow, Aprif 20. From 
Tientsin and Chefoo.’ Mr. and Hansen, 





From 


From 
Miss 


¥ 





Mrs. Bulmer, Misses Fitzgerald and 
Crcfts, Messrs. Faulkner, Mackay and 
Srossley. 

Per str. Poyang, April 20. From 


and child, Misses Wells and Mathew 
From Kiukiang. Dr. and Mrs. Stubbest 
and Mrs. Portman. 

Per str. Kamakura Maru, April 20, 
From Liverpool. Mr. J. H. ‘Walter, Mr. 
and Mrs. 
Miss M. H. Pullar, 
C. 1. Beath, Mr. 
and Mis. J. P. C 
QL. Nielsen, 

@. Lenwood, Mr.’ W. 
. P. M. Heaton, Mr. 6. 














E ©. Shuter, Rev. 
Pullar, 








Per str. Hsinchi, April 21. From Fo. 
chow, Mr. and Mrs. L. Sites. 

Per str. Suiwo, April 21. 
ow. Rev. J. S. Wasson and Mrs, F. W. 
Carel. 

Per str, Kiangteen, April 21, 
Ningpo. Miss W. Kean, Messrs. Jassel, 
L. T. Brieter and 











Hankow. Rev. and Mrs. H. J. Howden j 







‘n, | For Japan—Messrs. 
’ |B. Rabemtulla, Mi 


From_Han- | 


From | y. 


Per str. Yingchow, pril 21. From 
Hongkong, Mr. and Mis. A. W. Vander 
Star, Messrs. Ewing, Rogers, Hazzard, 
Doran, H. J. and H. E. Elderink, Mer- 
riman and Culleman. 


OUTWARD 


Per str. Tientsia, April 
Hongkong—Mr. Sanderson. 

Per str. Kutwo, April 14.—For Han- 

Messis, McClure, Charrey, Rakin, 
Karlin, and R. Dable. 

Per str, Koonshing, April 14.—For 
Tientsin—Messs. H, W. Daldy, E. H. 
Stewart, GF. Lye, Mr. and Mis. W. 
K. Lye. For Newchwang—Mr. and Mrs. 
Phillips and 2 children. 

Per str. Kwangping, 


13.—For 








April 14,—For 








Tiemtsin—Mr. and Ms. Rose and family, 
Mr, Wienberg, Mr. and Mrs. C, Van 
Brempi and baby. 

Per str, Ngankin, April 14,—For 
Hankow—Mr. H. Horsman, Mrs. De 
Clereg, Miss M. “A. Wells, Mr, Sanders. 

Per str, Hangsang, April 15,—For 


Swatow—Mr. Wolf. 

Per str, Hsia Peking, April 15,—For 
Ningpo—Miss Abercrombie, Miss Bailey, 
and Mrs, A, A. Brady, Mv. and 
Mrs. W. A. and Mrs. 
Robertson, Miss F, T. Howell 

Per str. Tuckwo, April 15.—For Chine 
kiang—Mr. W. B,  Andrews—For Kiur 
kiang— and Mrs, McGuffog, Messrs, 
G. E. Bould and V. Read. For Hankow 


















Miss L. Arndt, Messrs, Thos. Fair- 
burn, G. Butchart, C. E, Sparke and 
~\'P, W. Stedman," 

Per M.M.S. Chili, April 15.—For 
Marseilles—Mr. and ' Mrs. G. 0. #. 
Holland and children, and ‘Mis. G. 
J. Morley Peel, Mr, H. C. Plait, 
Niiss M."M. Murphy, Mr. H, Beckton, 
Mr. C.| Augustinus, ‘My. and Mrs, &. 


FP, Forshaw and 3 children, Mr, H. P. 
Lumbye, Mr, P. de Tauner, Mme. -P, 
de Tanner, Mr. J. A. Dixon, Mr. 
Gebauer, Mr. C, B. Gardner, Mr, 
Davie, Mr. L. RB. Carrel, Mrs, “ Carrel 
children, Capt, and Mrs. 
Perdriole, Mr. ‘ang Mrs. Mugnier 
and child, Mr. G. Warrimont, Mr. E. 
H. Solly, "Mr. Chas, Trine, Mr, . H. 
Martin, Mr, and Mrs. ©. F. Allan 
Wilbraham, Rev. Pére A. Goossens, Mr, 
and Mrs. 6. Champion, Miss G, Cham- 
pion, Miss B. Champion, Mr. and Mrs. 
G. V. Prefontaine and children, Mr. and 
Mrs. A, Gautier and children, “Mrs. 
Leroux and 3 children, Mr. | W. B. 
Lundon, Mr. L, Andre, Mr."A, Gauche, 
Mrs. 0. Vassalopoulos, Mv. J." Cotrian, 
Mr. Y, Seite, Mr, ©, Bretton, Mr. H. 
Kervadec, Mr. J. Berges, Mr. E. Poirisse, 
‘Mr. M. Mounier, Mr, G.’ Chauvin, Mr, 8. 
Poisat, Mr. Camarot, Mr. S. Barnay, Mrs 
J. Sanvadet, Mr. L, Connune, Mr.’ B. 
Champagne,’ Mr. A. Billiet, Mr, P. 
Lefevre. For Port Said—Mr. Cacouliditis. 
For Colombo—Mr. Nicholas Perea. For 

















Saigon—Capt. Collette, Mr. Liand Raoul, 
Mr. 


L. Michel, Mr. ‘A. Favreau, Mr. 
Mr. BE, Kopmann, Mr. P. 
; Watlang. Mr, S,/Kur- 
Pens, te. Di 
Hongkon; ‘e 
Sire. 








simenke. For ’ 
Mazaraki, Mr. J, Schiff, 
Hochschild, Mr. J. W. Price. 





Per str. Shengking, April 15.—For 
Tuggchow.—Messrs. R. Gibson and D. 
Bo"Sparks. For Hankow.—Miss, H. UG. 
Parratt, Mr. E. Brook and Cav. G. Ros. 

Per str, Chenan, April 16—For 
Tsingtao—3 Sisters of Charity, Mr. J. 
B. Bobbitt. 

Per str. Takeshima 





Maru, April_16.— 
. Slade, C. Cheek, 
and Mrs. BR. Kiso 
and 2 children Messrs, T. Takahashi, 
Mr, §. Minowa, Mr. E. W. Franks, Mr. 
F. A. Franks. ‘ 
Per str. Chikugo Maru, April 16.—For 
Kebe—Mrs. Crocker, Miss Farell, 
J. V. Hulin, Mr. ‘D. J, Helbert, Mr. 











Morrow, Messrs. Shioza, 
| Mre. 1.’ Kasovskaya, Mrs. 
Mr R. 








. Ty Murakami, 
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Per str, Shuatlen, | April 16.—For | 
Tiedtsin—Mr. G. , Baron, Mr. ©: 
Jacobsen, Mr. and Mrs, T. A. Barson, | 
Mr. and’ Mrs. G. N. Marshall, Mrs, A. 
Premet, Gen. and Mrs. Stevenson. For 
Weihaiwei—Mrs. Rodriques, Mrs. W. 
E. Sow ott. 

Per tr. Kensu, April 17.—For Dalny. 
~Mr P. R. Buttler, 

Per str. Suayang, April 17.—For me 
kong.—Mesers, E. S. Correll and D, 


O’Brien, 
Per ‘str. Swiyang, April 17.—For 
Hongkong —Mesrs E, S. Correll and D. 
Brien. 


per ae Kansu, April 17.—For Dainy. 
—Mr. P. R. Buttler. 

Per str, Kiangwah, April 18.—For 
Hankow.—Messrs. H, Webb, R. Webb, 
L, K. Hall, 0. R. Scott, E. M. Robin: 
son, L, E. McLachlin, J. ©. Clark and 
Blacktone, Mrs. Treman, Miss D. 
Deis, Mr. and Mrs, L. H. Webb. 

Per str, Hsin Peking, April 18.—For 
Ningpo.—Misses H. Kean and Hewey, 
Messis. W. Cumming and Mash, 

Per str. Tatung, April 18.—For Tung. 
chow.—Mr. Cantwell. For Nanking. 
Mr. L. Schiyver. For Hankow.—Mr. 
and Mrs. Torrance and 4 children, Mr. 
and Mrs. Godwin, Capt. H. E. Murray, 
Messrs. H. 0, Hashafen, G. Supple, P. 
Walker. 

Per str. Loongwo, April 19.—For Kia. 
kiang—Mr. W. Lowry, Miss A. Lowry. 
For Hankow.—Dr. and Mrs. Davenport. 

Per str, Szechuen, April 19.—For 
Hongkong.—-Misses Craig, D, Cmig and 
Worcester, Rev. J. A. de Castro, Messrs, 
J, Mellveen and J. Knott. 

Per str. Wingsang, April 20.—For 
Swatow.—Messrs §. M. Cowles and J. 
R, Radcliff. For Hongkong.—Mr, and 
Mrs. George Gray. 

Per str. Yamashiro Mara, April 20. 
—For Kobe.—Mr. Muraour, Mr. Kura- 
hara, Mrs. D. B. Howley, Miss Howell, 
Mr. and Mrs, Ishihara, Mr, Harada, Mr. 
Kawamura and Mr. Ishimoto. 

Per str, Iyo Maru, April 20.—For 
Kobe.—Mr. Nagai, Mr. Hagino, Mr, 
Ishii, Mr. Kawamata, Mr. Sakai and 
Mr. Sato. 

Per str. Hsin Peking, April 20,—For 
Ningpo.—Mrs. W. Pavlofina and child, 
Measrs. F. X. Gutierrez and Dinson. 

Per str. Woosung, April 20.—For Hoa. 
kow.—Mr. and Mrs. W. 0, Keats, Mr. 

and Mrs. D. F. Kazack and 3 children, 
Miss I. Taylor, Messrs, Pike, H. Austin, 
P, Lockwood Jones and W. A. Dalgarno. 

Per str, Fengtien, April 20.—For Tien. 
tsin.—Misses Bartlett and McGuffic, Mr. 
and Mrs. ©. W. Rogers, Mr, and’ Mrs, 
Marchand, 3 Megret and child. For 
Chefoo.—Miss Kelly and Master Kelly. 

Per str, Ichang, "apr 21.—For Amoy. 
—Mr. E. 8. Phillij 

Per str. Soochow, April 21.—For 
Amoy.—Mr. and Mrs, A. L, Warnshius, 
Miss A. ©. Bryant, Messrs, 0. Mariano 
end K. Y. Jone. For La ga 
E. P. Williams and Mr, W. S. Taussig. 
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Per str. Poyang, April 21.—For 
Hankow.—Misses Rennie 2nd M. A. 
Rennie, Messrs. M. Finlayson, F. A. 
Hollaberugh and E. J. Hooper. 
Per str. Yawata Marg, April 21— 
Japan.—Mr. Honda, Mr. and Mrs. T. G. 
Becr, Mis. I. J, Thomas, Mr. Neumer, 
Mr. Kilbourn, Mr, Kleiner, Mr. Shmulo- 


For 





‘rico, Mr. and Mrs. Ide. 








BIRTHS 


HINTON.—On April 18, 1921, at 
the Victoria Nursing Home, 
Shanghai, to Mr. and Mrs. 
Fred. J. Hinton, a son. 

MARTHOUD.—On April 21, 1921, 
at Shanghai, to Mr. and Mrs. 
Pierre Marthoud, «a daughter. 

MOLLER.—On April 16, 1921, at 
Chinwangtao, to Mr. and Mrs. 
W. A. Moller, a daughter. 

‘TILBURN.—On ‘Saturday, April 
16, 1921, at the Victoria 
Nursing Home, Shanghai, to 
Mr. and Mrs. D. O. Tilburn, 
a son, 


MARRIAGES 


HEAL—FIFIELD.—On April 16, 
1921, at_the British Legation 
Chapel, Peking, Arthur Joseph 
Heal, third son of Mr. and 
Mrs, James A. Heal, of Shang- 
hai, to Winnifred Eve Fifield, 
of Toronto) Canada. 

HOVEY—SMITH.—On April 14, 
1921, at Chefoo, by the Rev. 
H. A. H. Lea Bradford, Pierce 
Hovey, of the Standard Oil Cc. 
of New York, son of the late 
Major Henry W. Hovey and Mrs. 
Hovey, of Brattlebro, Vt., 
U.E.A., to Edith Jessie Good- 
well (Fritzi), younger daughter 
of the tate L. H. Smith and 
Mrs, Smith, of Chefoo. 

ROBBERTS—LEE.—On April 16, 
1921, at the Holy Trinity Cathe- 








dual, Shanghai, by the Rev. C. 
E. Spencer, a.a., Robert Wil- 
liam Roberts, eldest son of the 
late Mr. Wm. Roberts and 
Mrs. Roberts, Oswestry, to 
Ethel Mary, only daughter of 
the Rev. H. Phillips Lee and 
Mr. Lee, Wem. 








DEATHS 


BARWISE.—On April 17, 1921, at 
the General Hospital, Shang- 
hai, John Barwise, of Messrs. 





Jardine, Matheson & Co., Ld., 





Engineering Department, aged 
32 years. 
DE RE US.—On April 20, 1921, 





No. 17 Riouta des Sceurs, 
Shanghai, Jacob Hendrik de 
Reus, K.N.L., Consul-General 


for The Netherlands, aged 55. 
DANENBERG.—On April 20, 1921, 


at the General Hospital, 
Shanghai, Maria _Esperanga> 
aged 14) years, the beloved 


daughter of Mr. A. C. Danen- 
berg of the Russo-Asiatic Bank. 
Tlongkong papers please copy. 

POND.—On April 16, 1921, at the 
Genegal Hospital, Shanghai, 
Albert Victor Pond, 2nd offi- 
cer China Navigation Co., La., 
aged 24 years. 

RODRIGUES.—On April 20, 1921, at 
Shanghai, Josephine Rodrigues, 
the beloved daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. A. Rodrigues, aged 23 
years. 

WOL FFENDALE.—On 
1921, at Luchow, 
Richard _ Wolfendale, 
and s., Edin., of the Cana 
Methodist Mission, 
years. 


March 29, 
Szechuan, 


e 








AMATEUR PHOTOGRAPHERS 


In the outports can rely on fresh 
supplies of Films, Plates and 
Papers and all Photo Sundries, 
by sending to 


Mactavish & Co., Ld. 
The Hongkew Medica] Hall. 





Developing and Printing by 
experienced operators. 


Gives Instant Relief 


matter what your respiratory 
her 


INFLUENZA, 


organs ty be salsride 
AZTHMA, 
WASAL CATARRH, ov 
ORDINARY COUGH. 
—you will Sad io this famous remedy 


a restorative power ‘eimapl; 
a restorative that is ly 
50. 


1rom—wl 








When requiring Varnishes, Paints, Distemper, ete. 


WILKINSON, 


BUYERS’ 


SEND FOR 


(Established over 165 years) 


HEYWOOD. AND CLARK’S 


GUIDE 


“LARGE STOCKS of every kind of Varnish, Paint, Colourwash (“Synoleo”), Linseed Oils, 
Turpentine, White Zinc, etc. kept in Shanghai 





SPECIAL ATTENTION TO ORDERS FROM OUTPORTS AND THE INTERIOR 


WILKINSON, 








E. G BANHAM, Manager 


HEYWOOD & CLARK, LTD., 2a Kiukiang Road, Shanghai 
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SICAWEI METEOROLOGICAL REPORT 











































: if : 
Borometes, | Wing, | Bygrometer [Thermometer] There's a Sure Way. . 
Day of a mace condition tage ¢ 
Month | | Attached | Direction Force ant | ees| ia to Lasting Relief: 
am, | ‘Therm, -| Gam. (1-12)| Dry | Wet | Mex ve IN CASE OF Eezema, Blotches, 
Pimples, Boils, Erspticns, Bad 
Apr. 16 | 30.23} 58.0 Ez '@ 59.6 | 49.6 | 88.0 | 48.6 | (@) Legs, Abscesses, Uleers, Piles, 
» 16 | 28,96] 58.8 EB 3 | 67.7 | 62.7 | 59.7 | 48.6 | 0. Glandular Swellings, #hen- 
47 | 30,13) 57.4 xxw 2 | 63.6 | 50.0 | 615 | 464 | 0. maatisa, Goat’ sos, abould ‘realise 
» 18 | 80.28 66.7. ~| Nby nw 1 £4.1 |.44.1 | 63.3 | 36.9 B.C. that loti 3 
19 | 80.18} 58.3 ‘2 , 1 | 692 | 48.2 | 082 B.C. at lotions, ointments, etc, cam 
* a0 | 30.12) 67.2 ry ae |:824 86.9 | 72.5 f B. only give temporary benefit—to: be- 
" ar | 30,08] 68.6 Sse 1 [65.7 | 59.7 | 77.7 | 488 | Bc. sure of complete and lasting relist 
| | you MUST thoroughly cleanse the 
Ks a < D-driesle H—hail Me—misty (bay) Romi in Ahanadl blood of the poisonous waste matter, 
blue sl drizzle H—bail |—misty (hazy) —rain T—thunder 
Ree F—fog  L—lightning O—overcest (dull) S—snow Z—calm the one cause of all such troubles— 


Clarke's Blood Mixture contains 
ingredients which quickly overcome 
‘and expel the impurities, that’s why 




























so many lasting cures stand to ite 
SHANGHAI THERMOMETER READINGS FOR THE WEEK eeeait. Pieasant to take and free from. 
Im the open air in a shaded situation in the Foreign Settlement Lied 
‘Thermometer (Fahr.) Rainfall 
Date Minimum Maximum Inches 
1921 1920 19a tee | 1921 1920 
Apr. 15 518 48.5 68.0 63.5 Nil. 0.05 
49.5 500 STL 58.0 0.84 Nil. 
"44 42.8 57.6 50.9 82.0 0.49 Nil. 

18 40.2 55.5 62.0 87.0 Nil. Nil. 

19 43.2 52.5 65.8 615 Nil. Nil. “uverybody'e 
"20 48.5 54.5 69.5 73.5 Nil. Nil. eo euntens * 
. a 60.2 85.0 158 12.8 Nil. Nil, 

t 













RECENT RAILWAY BOOKS oe 


PARSONS & COOKE: NOTES ON RAIL- 
“WAY SIGNALLING. An mentary 
Handbook on the Practical Side of the 
Subject 


LOCOMOTIVE HANDBOOK OF USEFUL 
MEMORANDA AND DATA _... 8 

WEBB: RAILROAD CONSTRUCTION ... 

DANA & TRIMBLE : TRACKMAN’S HEL- 








$ 2.30 



























“SEARLES & IVES: FIELD” ENGINEER. 











PER. A Handbook for Track Foremen, 


ING. A Handbook of the Theory and Supervisors and Engineers vas 4.00 
Practice of Railway Surveying, Location WESTINGHOUSE AIR BRAKE SYSTEM. 
and Construction .. wee ee 8.00 A complete and strictly up-to-date 
COLLINGWOOD: TRAIN RULE EXAMI- treatise containing detailed descriptions 
NATIONS MADE EASY. A Complete and explanations of all the various parts 

‘Treatise for Train Rule Instructors, : of the WESTINGHOUSE AIR BRAKE 10.40 
Superintendents, Trainmasters, Condue- | WEBB: RAILROAD ENGINEERING. An 
tee Bnginemen, Brakemen, Switchmen, | authoritative manual of railroad lines and 
‘Prain Dispatchers, Operators and Others 3.00 | Cage} oad ;peention and mainten- 
: aEO- H ance, and the financing and economic 

RAYMOND: RAILROAD ee GEOS a5: || ar manbpamant of railrond sorporstions 6.00 

THR RAILWAY SIGNAL & PERMANENT Da oe ie ee coMG 
WAY ENGINEER'S POCKET BOOK | TIVES. Examinations, Stripping and 

FOWLER: LOCOMOTIVE BREAKDOWNS Boiler Defects oh tas tpene tn kaege NOU 
LOCKHART: PRACTICAL INSTRUCTOR GAIRNS : SUPERHEATING ON LOCOMO- 

‘& REFERENCE BOOK FOR LOCOMO- RIVES an. e ae ee a 8 
TIVE FIREMEN & ENGINEERS... © 5.00 DUPE Mor BOILERS AND EN- 

: wae : aN wi Fae cond: ae 4.00 

PENDRED THE RAILWAY LOCOMO- | 1 ocoNoTIvE siior Sores ee ele Be 

es te i, LOCO) YE RUNNING SHED NOTES 23 
LOCOMOTIVE’ EXPERIMENTS, Book I... 1.00 LOCOMOTIVE FAILURES > NOTES 30 
: THE LOCOMOTIVE OF TO-DAY, 1920 ... 2.30 WOOD: THE WALSCHAERT AND OTHE 

: WOLFF: MODERN LOCOMOTIVE PRAC- MODERN RADIAL VALVE GEARS 

i TICE 00 eee ee BB FOR LOCOMOTIVES 00. we 9.75 


EDWARD EVANS & SONS, LTD. 


30 NORTH SZECHUEN ROAD 
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